
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Lectionary 150) 

 

Reading 1: Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18 (The God of Justice) 

This passage from the wisdom tradition of Sirach presents a powerful understanding of 
God's compassionate justice. It begins by affirming that the LORD is an impartial judge, 
"who knows no favorites" (35:12), ensuring fairness to all. However, it immediately 
qualifies this impartiality as an active preference for the poor and oppressed. God is not 
"unduly partial," but He deliberately hears the specific cry of those without human 
protection—the orphan and the widow. The heart of the reading is the confidence that the 
prayer of the afflicted, the "lowly," is uniquely effective. This prayer "pierces the clouds," 
meaning it cannot be blocked or delayed; it has a direct path to the divine court. The 
expectation is not merely that God might hear, but that He "will respond, judges justly 
and affirms the right," ensuring that justice is swift. 

Reading 2: 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 (The Humble Confidence of Paul) 

This letter, written as Paul faces martyrdom, offers a personal testament to faithfulness 
and a model of humble confidence. Paul views his impending death as a sacrificial 
"libation" and reflects on his life's mission as a completed "race." He expresses assurance 
that he has "kept the faith" and that a "crown of righteousness" awaits him. Crucially, his 
confidence rests not in his own flawless performance, but in the Lord, the just judge (4:8). 
This divine justice is demonstrated when Paul was deserted by everyone at his first 
defense, yet "the Lord stood by me and gave me strength." His faith is affirmed by God's 
grace. His final act of spiritual humility is seen in his prayer for his deserters: "May it not be 
held against them!" 

Gospel: Luke 18:9–14 (Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector) 

Jesus tells this parable specifically to those "convinced of their own righteousness and 
despised everyone else." It illustrates the profound difference between spiritual pride and 
genuine repentance. The Pharisee, a model of religious devotion, boasts of his 
accomplishments (fasting, tithing) and judges the tax collector. His prayer is a monologue 
of self-affirmation, literally spoken "to himself." The Tax Collector, a social pariah and 
collaborator, takes the posture of profound humility: he stands afar, beats his breast, and 
offers the shortest, most complete prayer: "O God, be merciful to me a sinner." Jesus’ 
verdict is clear and absolute: the tax collector "went home justified, not the former." This 
establishes a divine law: "whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted." 



 

Thematic Connection Between the First Reading and the Gospel 

The First Reading (Sirach) and the Gospel (Luke) are directly and powerfully related by the 
theme of the efficacy of the prayer of the lowly in the face of God's justice. 

• Sirach provides the Divine Principle: God's justice is not aloof; it is moved by the 
cry of the "lowly" and the "oppressed"—those who lack human support. Their 
prayer "pierces the clouds" and guarantees a response from the "just judge." 

• Luke provides the Perfect Illustration: The Tax Collector is the spiritual 
embodiment of the "lowly." He has no social standing, no meritorious works to boast 
of, and no status before men. His only resource is his heartfelt, humble cry for 
mercy. His prayer, in line with the Sirach principle, pierces the heavens and 
instantly achieves its goal: justification (being declared righteous). 

• The Contrast: The Pharisee represents those who have failed to grasp the principle 
of Sirach. By relying on his own works and despising the needy, he denies the 
necessity of God's active, merciful justice, thereby blocking his own prayer. The 
readings collectively teach that true righteousness is found not in self-exaltation, 
but in humble dependence on divine mercy. 

 

Personal Discussion Questions 

These readings call for serious self-examination regarding humility, justice, and prayer. 

Reflection (What are these readings saying to me personally?) 

1. Where is My Temple? In the parable, the Pharisee prays "to himself." Where in my 
life (in my spiritual practices, my service, or my personal reflections) is my focus 
primarily on my performance or comparison with others, rather than on the person 
of God? 

2. My Inner Tax Collector: Am I genuinely able to identify with the Tax Collector's cry, 
"O God, be merciful to me a sinner," without immediately adding qualifications or 
excuses? Do I truly believe that my greatest virtue is my humility, or is my default 
position the defensive pride of the Pharisee? 

3. The Judge's Award: Paul was confident in receiving the crown from the "just judge." 
Is my confidence in God's judgment rooted in a belief that my ledger of good deeds 



outweighs my bad deeds, or is it rooted solely in the faith that the Lord will stand by 
me (Paul's lesson) because I trust in His mercy (Tax Collector's lesson)? 

Action (How can I put this into action this week?) 

1. Practice the Humble Prayer: This week, make a deliberate practice of beginning 
and ending your private prayer with the Tax Collector's words. Do this in a posture 
that physically reminds you of humility (e.g., bowed head, kneeling). 

2. Act of Non-Judgment: Identify one person whose faults or sins I often discuss or 
think about with a sense of moral superiority. Following Paul’s example, commit to 
praying for that person and consciously asking God to forgive my own prideful 
judgment of them, rather than asking God to judge their actions. 

3. Advocate for the Lowly: In response to Sirach’s mandate to hear the oppressed, 
identify one concrete, small way I can use my voice, time, or resources this week to 
help someone in a vulnerable position, recognizing that in doing so, I am 
participating in God's active justice. 

 


