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SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne: kakayianne@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 
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Halloween:  
A Catholic Perspective 

H 
alloween, derived from “All Hallows’ Eve,” is the 
vigil of All Saints’ Day—one of the most im-
portant solemnities in the Catholic liturgical year. 
However, in many places today, Halloween has 

drifted far from its Christian origins, becoming associated 
with commercialism, fear, and even occult imagery. 

For Catholics, rather than rejecting the day outright, it 
offers a powerful opportunity for evangelization and incul-
turation. The Church’s mission, as articulated by Pope Paul 
VI in Evangelii Nuntiandi, is to “transform humanity from 
within and make it new” (EN 18). This transformation in-
cludes reclaiming cultural celebrations and infusing them 
with the Gospel message. Halloween, therefore, can be re-
discovered as a Christian feast of hope, victory, and remem-
brance of the communion of saints. 

1. Etymology of Halloween—New beginning of its 
Catholic meaning: The word Halloween comes from All 
Hallows’ Eve, “Hallow” (saint/holy) + “E’en” (evening) 
→ “the evening before All Saints’ Day.” Historically, the 
Church placed this feast (Solemnity of All Saints, Novem-
ber 1st) to honor all holy men and women who share in 
God’s glory, followed by All Souls’ Day (November 2nd), 
when Catholics pray for the faithful departed. 

The Catechism teaches that the saints “contemplate 
God, praise Him, and constantly care for those whom they 
have left on earth” (CCC 2683), while “Our prayer for them 
is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their 
intercession for us effective” (CCC 958). 

Halloween, then, originally prepared the faithful to en-
ter into these profound mysteries, the victory of grace over 
sin, of life over death, of light over darkness. When seen 
through this lens, dressing as saints, lighting candles, or 
visiting cemeteries becomes a participation in the Church’s 
theology of the communion of saints. 

2. The Principle of Inculturation: The Catholic 
Church has long affirmed that the Gospel must take root in 
every culture, transforming its symbols and practices. St. 
John Paul II describes this process in Redemptoris Missio: 
“Inculturation is the intimate transformation of authentic 
cultural values through their integration in Christianity and 
the insertion of Christianity in the various human cul-
tures” (RM 52). 

Applying this to Halloween, the Church does not need 
to suppress cultural expressions of costumes, storytelling, or 
harvest festivities. Instead, these can be purified and reori-
ented toward Christ; e.g., rather than glorifying fear or evil, 
Catholic communities can highlight the triumph of the 
saints, the power of grace, and the reality of eternal life. 

The Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy encour-
ages this approach, noting that “popular devotions . . . when 
properly directed, can be a valuable aid to the liturgical life 
of the Church” (DPPL 9). Thus, a re-Christianized Hallow-
een could include activities like “Saints’ Festivals,” prayer 
vigils, or catechesis on the Last Things—death, judgment, 
heaven, and hell. 

3. Evangelization Through Culture: Pope Francis, in 
Evangelii Gaudium, calls Catholics to engage the culture 
with creativity and joy: “Grace supposes culture, and God’s 

gift be-comes flesh in the culture of those who receive 
it” (EG 115). 

By entering into popular cultural moments like Hallow-
een, the Church meets people where they are and reveals 
Christ’s light amid the shadows. Rather than condemning 
every cultural expression, the Church can offer a counter-
cultural witness—a joyful celebration that points to the ulti-
mate victory of holiness. 

Catholic parishes and schools can host events such as: 
“Holyween” festivals where children dress as saints or bib-
lical heroes, prayer vigils for the deceased—connecting 
Halloween to All Souls’ Day, educational activities about 
the meaning of the communion of saints and the reality of 
Christian hope. Such practices align with the call of Chris-
tus Dominus that bishops should “make every effort to im-
bue with the spirit of Christ the human society in which 
they live” (CD 12). 

4. Discerning and Purifying the Modern Halloween: 
The Church also calls for discernment. Not every cultural 
expression can be baptized; some elements oppose the Gos-
pel. Pope Francis warns in Gaudete et Exsultate: “We need 
to recognize and combat the subtle forms of spiritual cor-
ruption that hide behind appearances of good” (GE 166). 

Thus, Catholics should avoid elements of Halloween 
that glorify violence, fear, or the demonic. The Church re-
jects anything that trivializes evil or undermines the truth of 
salvation. Instead, Halloween should remind us that Christ 
has conquered death. As St. Paul proclaims, “Death has 
been swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor 15:54). 

By emphasizing the light of Christ over the darkness of 
fear, the Catholic celebration of Halloween becomes a proc-
lamation of the Gospel—the triumph of the Resurrection. 

5. Halloween as a Catechetical and Liturgical Mo-
ment: Halloween provides a rich moment for catechesis 
about the communion of saints, the meaning of death, and 
the hope of resurrection. As the Directory for Popular Piety 
notes, “Popular piety should be oriented towards the liturgy 
and lead the faithful to the mysteries celebrated there” 
(DPPL 58). Catechists and priests can teach how All Hal-
lows’ Eve leads into the solemn feasts of All Saints and All 
Souls, forming a three-day reflection on the Church Trium-
phant (heaven), the Church Suffering (purgatory), and the 
Church Militant (earth). This “Triduum of the Dead” re-
veals the unity of the Body of Christ beyond death. 

When celebrated with faith and discernment, Hallow-
een can once again become a holy night, a time of prayer-
ful joy, remembrance, and witness. It reminds Christians 
that holiness, not horror, has the final word. 

In the spirit of Evangelii Nuntiandi, the Church does 
not reject culture, but transforms it from within, making it a 
vehicle for grace (EN 20). Halloween thus becomes not a 
night of fear, but of faith—a prelude to the glory of All 
Saints and the mercy of All Souls. As Pope Francis reminds 
us, “A people that cherishes its popular expressions of faith 
enriches the Church with a spirituality that evangelizes” (EG 
122). Redeemed and reoriented, Halloween can truly be-
come a celebration of light shining in the darkness, an 
invitation for all to become saints.       —Fr. Victor Mena 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, October 25th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Cardinal Otunga House Pam & Ed Cheeney 
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14    Sisters Mary of Kakamega (L) 
 
Sunday, October 26th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Stefan Lindenau (D) Patricia M. Cappy 
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18  [M] 10:00 a.m. Stefan Lindenau (D) Debrah Lindenau 
2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Lk 18:9-14  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Laura Krupicka (D) Frank Krupicka  
 
Monday, October 27th    —NO MASS— 
Rom 8:12-17; Lk 13:10-17    —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, October 28th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Evan Melchior (L) FOCUS Team  
Eph 2:19-22; Lk 6:12-16  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tom Green (L) Elizabeth Green  
 
Wednesday, October 29th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Jorge Avila (L) Genoveva Garcia  
Rom 8:26-30; Lk 13:22-30  [H] 12:15 p.m. Maria Magdelara Bernabe (D) Martha Bernabe  
 
Thursday, October 30th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Special Intention  Patricia M. Cappy  
Rom 8:31b-39; Lk 13:31-35  [H] 12:15 p.m. Patricia M. Cappy (L) Debrah Lindenau  
 
Friday, October 31st  [C]   7:00 a.m. Ana Lilian Vanegas (D) St. Francis Parish  
Rom 9:1-5; Lk 14:1-6  [H] 12:15 p.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Patricia M. Cappy  

 
Saturday, November 1st  [H]   8:00 a.m. Patricia M. Cappy (L)  Sandi Lujan 
Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5:1-12a 

 [M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church  (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 

To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 4 p.m. on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

 

Knights’ Corner 
 Knights of Columbus Council 1872 
  “Coats for Kids Drive” 

Your Knights continued our commitment to serve the children of Central  
Oregon by delivering 26 cases of new winter coats to local parishes and non-
profit organizations. These coats ensure that children in need will be warm 
and cared for during the cold months ahead. Distribution highlights include: 

 6 cases (72 coats) to St. Francis Parish in Bend, directly supporting parish 
    families. 

 4 cases (48 coats) to Bethlehem Inn in Bend, aiding children from families 
    experiencing homelessness. 

 4 cases (48 coats) to St. Vincent de Paul in Bend, extending the mission of 
    compassion to those most in need. 

 4 cases (48 coats) to the Family Access Network (FAN) in Sisters, support- 
    ing local school children. 

 8 cases (96 coats) to the Family Access Network (FAN) in Bend, reaching  
   students across five Central Oregon school districts. 

Special thanks to our dedicated council members for their leadership and 
hands-on involvement. Together, we continue to live out our mission of  
charity, unity, and fraternity, ensuring that no child in our community goes 
without the basic necessity of a warm coat. 
  Vivat Jesus, 

 Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight, Council 1872 

“Uncle George”  
LeDoux is pictured 
alongside youth from 
St. Francis Church 
proudly wearing 
their new winter 
coats provided 
through the Knights 
of Columbus “Coats 
for Kids” program. 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday    1–2 p.m.     

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.   4–5 p.m.   

Wednesday     3–4 p.m.    5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday      1–2 p.m.   5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m 

Friday 8–9 a.m.          

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 
  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
    $1,078,038                   $1,042,149   ($35,889) 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

October 18–19, 2025 $15,678 $25,774 ($10,096) $1,042,149 

October 11–12, 2025 $24,381 $25,774 ($1,393) $1,026,471 

October 4–5, 2025 $16,685 $25,774 ($9,089) $1,002,090 

September 27–28,2025 $27,041 $25,774 $1,267 $1,985,405 

 

Friday, 6:30 p.m. – Sunday, 1 p.m. 

This Retreat is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 



SVdP October Cereal Food Drive 
This month, St. Vincent de Paul–Bend is requesting 
boxed cereals, oatmeal, and ramen noodles. For more 
ways to get involved: www.stvincentdepaulbend.org. 

Pray the 
Respect Life Month Novena 

From last Wednesday, Oc-
tober 22nd, to this Thurs-
day, October 30th, thou-
sands of Catholics across 
the country are praying for 
the protection of human life 
from conception to natural 
death. Each novena day fea-
tures a different prayer in-
tention, as well as a short 
reflection, ideas for building 
a culture of life, and more.  

For more information please visit the website at:  
Respect Life Month Novena | USCCB Respect Life.  

Secular Franciscans’ Congratulations! 
The St. Francis Secular Franciscans congratulate David 
Herum on his upcoming profession into the Secular 
Franciscan Order, promising to live the Gospel Life by 
following the example of St. Francis of Assisi.  

His profession Mass is this Tuesday, October 
28th, at 5 p.m., in the St. Clare Chapel. Come and 
congratulate David on this important step in his spir-
itual journey. A reception will follow the Mass. 

40 Days for Life 2025 
The Fall Cam-
paign goes until 
Sunday, Novem-
ber 2nd. We are 
holding a peaceful 
and prayerful 
presence (along 
with fasting) in 
front of Planned Parenthood on Division Street, 
organized by CORTL.  

For more information and/or to signup, please  
text or call (541) 306-5531. Or you can send an email  
to: 40daysforlifeinbendoregon@ gmail.com. 

Daily Mass Schedule Change 
Fr. Victor will be on vacation from Tuesday, Novem-
ber 4th, through Friday, November 21st. There will 
be no daily Masses during this time EXCEPT for the 
12:15 p.m. Daily Mass at the Historic Church on Tues-
day, November 11th, to celebrate Veterans’ Day. 

Parish Office Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed, and there will be  
no Adoration on Tuesday, November 11th, in  
observance of Veterans Day. 

Veterans Day Mass 
The 4th Degree Knights of Colum-
bus will be offering a special Veter-
ans Day Mass on Tuesday, No-
vember 11th, at the Historic 
Church, at the 12:15 Mass. We 
will be honoring all veterans both 
living and deceased. The Mass fol-
lows the Veterans Parade. Plan to be 
there for this special holiday Mass. 

English Classes 
The English Classes have concluded for this year. We 
will begin again in January. Best wishes until we see 
each other again!  —Maria Thibodeau 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in FD2. 
It’s free, but please use the 
Faith Formation online reg-
istration to update your con-
tact information and get par-
ent permission on file for us. 

Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, adora-
tion, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese of Baker High School Retreat, 
and the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference (ICYC). For 
questions, call Janet Deppmeier at the Parish Office. 

Adult Volunteers Are Needed 
Faith Formation for children and youth is looking for 
adult volunteers to be available to substitute and to as-
sist in classes. Please contact Janet Deppmeier at the 
Parish Office for more information or to get started on 
volunteer training. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass  
and Adoration 

On Thursday, November 27th, we will celebrate a 
bilingual Thanksgiving Day Mass at 10 a.m. in the 
main church. There will be no Adoration on Novem-
ber 27th and 28th.  

Parish Office Closed 
In observance of the Thanksgiving holiday, the Parish 
Office will be closed Thursday, November 27th, and 
Friday, November 28th. The office will reopen on 
Monday, December 1st. 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
All college students and college-aged young adults 
(18–29) are encouraged to email evan.melchior@  
focus.org or celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults for regular fun activities such as 
game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month from 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
the Parish Office. For more information, please email 
Mary McGlone at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
FD2. Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, 
adoration, service projects, outings, visits to neighbor-
ing parishes, the Diocese of Baker High School Re-
treat, and the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference 
(ICYC). For questions, call Janet at the Parish Office. 

Faith Formation for children and youth is looking 
for adult volunteers to be available to substitute and to 
assist in classes. Please contact Janet at the Parish 
Office to get started on volunteer training. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 

after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare 
Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the 
womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us.  

For more information, please send an email to 
Terry O’Neil at: menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of the month in the Faith Development Room #3 at 2 
p.m.  For more information, please send an mail to 
Sherry Rice at: srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Please reach out 
to either Emily at: emily.rastovich@gmail.com or 
Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation and the meeting location. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 
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2025/2026 

Join Mr. Lee for an informational meeting after the 10:00 am Mass on November 2nd in the Community Center. Learn 
more about what St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Elementary and Middle School have to offer and what activities we have 
planned. Please bring your questions. 
 
Charleston Wrap is Here! We are excited to bring back the Charleston Wrap Fundraiser this holiday season. It’s a great 
way to check off some of those people on your list. Keep an eye out for the catalog coming home with your child next 
Tuesday. There will be a display table by the main office of just some of the items that you can purchase this year. The 
fundraiser will run from October 26th to November12th! 
 
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year: Christmas Wreaths for Sale 
It's that time of year again to place your orders for St. Francis’ Christmas Wreath fundraiser. Order sales 
can be placed until Wednesday, November 12th. Wreath pickup will be on Monday, December 1st, 
from 3 to 4 p.m., through Wednesday, December 3rd, from 9 to 4 p.m. Please scan the QR code. 

 
Please welcome Ella Hayes. She is very excited to be joining the  
St. Francis community as our First Grade teacher! 
  Ella grew up in Grants Pass, Oregon, before attending George Fox University, where 
she earned her degree in Elementary Education. During her time at GFU, she was fortu-
nate to work in a variety of classrooms, which helped her discover a deep love for teach-
ing early learners. 
  Before graduating, she moved back to Grants Pass and spent a year working in the 
local school district supporting special education students and gaining valuable hands-
on experience. In January of this year, she moved to Central Oregon to complete her 
student teaching in Terrebonne. 

There, she had the joy of teaching a wonderful group of first graders as she wrapped up her degree—an  
experience that solidified her passion for working at the primary level. 

Since moving to Central Oregon, Ella has truly fallen in love with the area. She loves spending time 
outdoors—whether it’s hiking, paddleboarding, or just enjoying a walk around her neighborhood. In her free 
time, she also loves reading, baking, practicing embroidery, and playing the guitar or the flute. She has a love 
for learning, and she is always eager to explore new hobbies and learn new skills! 

She is very excited for the upcoming school year and feels incredibly blessed to have the opportunity to 
learn and grow alongside the St. Francis community! 

 
If you are interested in being a business sponsor, email Danielle Abedrabbo at development@saintfrancisschool.net. 
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