Sunday Readings 2" Sunday of Advent December 7t
Theme: Peace through Purification

The Second Sunday of Advent shifts our focus from the "End Times" (First Sunday) to the
historical preparation for Christ’s arrival. The liturgy moves us from the urgency of staying
awake to the practical work of "cleaning house." We are introduced to the two great
prophets of Advent: Isaiah (Old Testament hope) and John the Baptist (New Testament
realization).

Commentary on the Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
"A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse..."

This is one of the most beautiful Messianic prophecies in Scripture. The "stump of Jesse"
refers to the lineage of King David (Jesse’s son). By Isaiah’s time, the monarchy was corrupt
and failing—it looked like a dead tree cut down to a stump. But God promises that new life
(Jesus) will emerge from this seemingly dead root.

Isaiah describes the character of this Messiah:

1. The Seven Gifts of the Spirit: Wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength,
knowledge, piety (fear of the Lord), and fear of the Lord (wonder/awe).

2. Perfect Justice: He does not judge by "hearsay" or "appearance" (superficial
metrics) but by truth.

3. The Peaceable Kingdom: The result of His rule is a restoration of Eden. Natural
enemies (wolf/lamb, leopard/kid) live in harmony. This symbolizes not just animal
behavior, but the reconciliation of human conflicts (nations, tribes, and enemies)
under Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
"Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance."

We meet John the Baptist, the bridge between the Old and New Testaments. He appears in
the desert (a place of testing and encounter with God) wearing the clothes of Elijah
(camel’s hair).

John is not a comforting figure here; he is a disruptor. He shatters the presumption of the
Pharisees and Sadducees who believed their heritage ("We have Abraham as our father")



guaranteed their salvation. John warns that ancestry is not an insurance policy. God

demands "good fruit"—tangible evidence of a changed heart. He introduces the Messiah

not just as a savior, but as a judge with a "winnowing fan" to separate the wheat (the
faithful) from the chaff (the empty/wicked).

Connecting the 1st Reading and the Gospel

At first glance, these readings seem tonally opposite. Isaiah offers a serene, pastoral image

of a baby playing by a cobra’s den. Matthew offers a terrifying image of unquenchable fire

and axes cutting down trees. However, they are deeply connected by the concepts of The
Root and The Spirit.

1. The "Root" Metaphor (Life vs. Judgment)

Isaiah speaks of the Stump: "A shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse." This
implies that the old dead wood has been cleared away to make room for the new life
of Christ.

Matthew speaks of the Ax: "The ax lies at the root of the trees."

The Connection: You cannot have the "shoot" of new life without the "ax" of
pruning. Isaiah shows us the beautiful result of the Messiah's reign (Peace); John
shows us the necessary work required to get there (Purification). To reach the
"Peaceable Kingdom," we must let the ax cut away the dead wood (sin) in our own
lives.

2. The Holy Spirit (Possession vs. Distribution)

Isaiah predicts the Spirit will rest upon Him: The Messiah possesses the fullness of
the Spirit (Wisdom, Understanding, etc.).

Matthew predicts He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit: The Messiah does not
hoard this Spirit; He pours it out on us. The "fire" John speaks of is the transforming
power of that same Spirit Isaiah described.

3. Justice and Judgment

Isaiah says the Messiah "shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth."
Matthew says the Messiah will "clear his threshing floor" and burn the chaff.

The Connection: Both readings confirm that the coming of Jesus forces a decision.
He is not a passive figure. His presence demands that we choose between being



"wheat" (substance, fruitfulness) or "chaff" (empty, dried out). The "Peace" of Isaiah
is not a passive tolerance of evil; it is the result of evil being vanquished by Justice.

Class Questions & Discussion Starters

1. The "Stumps" in Our Lives: Isaiah describes new life coming from a dead stump.
Where in your life do things feel "dead" or "cut down" (a failed relationship, a lost
career, a spiritual dryness)? How might God be trying to grow a "green shoot" out of
that specific difficulty?

2. Ancestry vs. Fruit: John the Baptist criticizes those who rely on their label ("We are
children of Abraham") rather than their actions. In modern terms, do we ever say,
"Well, I'm a baptized Catholic," as an excuse to avoid the hard work of actual daily
conversion? What does "bearing good fruit" look like for you this week?

3. The Winnowing Fan: The "chaff" is the husk that protects the wheat but is useless
in the end. What "chaff" (distractions, bad habits, superficial worries) do you need to
let Christ "winnow" away from your soul this Advent so the "wheat" can remain?

4. lIsaiah's Vision of Peace: Isaiah predicts the wolf will be a guest of the lamb. Who is
the "wolf" in your life (someone you fear, dislike, or avoid)? What is one small step
you could take to bring peace to that relationship this Advent?

Action Items for the Week

e The "Fruit" Check: Choose one specific "fruit" of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)—
such as patience, kindness, or self-control—and consciously practice it three times
this week in situations where you would usually be annoyed.

o« Confession Preparation: John the Baptist calls for repentance to "make straight the
paths." Use this week to examine your conscience specifically regarding the "dead
wood" in your life. Plan a time for Reconciliation before Christmas.

e Prayfor Wisdom: Read Isaiah 11:2 (The seven gifts of the Spirit) each morning. Ask
God specifically for the Spirit of Counsel to help you make one difficult decision you
have been putting off.



