
Senior  
Leadership Team 

Pastor: 

Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne: kakayianne@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 

September 28, 2025 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 

(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org
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Our Free Will After Death 

A ccording to Catholic teaching, our free 
will is something proper to us as human 

beings in this life, but it is not exercised in the 
same way after death: 
 
During earthly life—We are in a state of pilgrimage 
(status viatoris), meaning we are on the way and still 
able to choose for or against God. Our choices have 
eternal consequences. 
 
At the moment of death—The Church teaches that 
death fixes our fundamental orientation. The Cate-
chism says: “Death puts an end to human life as the 
time open to either accepting or rejecting the divine 
grace manifested in Christ” (CCC 1021). 

In other words, once we die, our will is fixed in 
the choice we made in life—whether for God (heaven, 
possibly through purification in purgatory) or against 
God (hell). 

 
After death—We do not exercise free will in the 
sense of making new fundamental choices about sal-
vation. The particular judgment (CCC 1022) occurs 
immediately after death, and our eternal destiny is  
determined. 

➢ In heaven, the blessed are perfectly united to 
God and cannot choose sin anymore. 

➢ In hell, the damned are permanently separated 
from God by their own definitive choice. 

➢ In purgatory, the souls are already saved and 
being purified, not deciding afresh. 

We exercise free will fully in this life; after death, 
the choice is fixed and unchangeable. 
 
Some key biblical passages that the Catholic Church 
uses to teach that our choice for or against God must 
be made in this life, and that it becomes fixed at 
death: 
 
1. Hebrews 9:27—“It is appointed that human beings 
die once, and after this the judgment.” This verse un-
derlines that after death comes judgment, not further 
opportunities to choose. 

2. 2 Corinthians 5:10—“For we must all appear be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive recompense, according to what he did in the 
body, whether good or evil.” 

St. Paul stresses that our actions while in the body 
determine our eternal outcome. 
 
3. Luke 16:19–31 (Parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus)—After death, the rich man finds himself in 
torment, while Lazarus is comforted. Abraham tells 
him: “Between us and you a great chasm is estab-
lished, to prevent anyone from crossing who might 
wish to go from our side to yours or from your side to 
ours.” 

This shows the permanence of the soul’s state af-
ter death. 
 
4. Matthew 25:31–46 (The Final Judgment)—Jesus 
describes the separation of the sheep and goats at the 
final judgment. 

The destinies—“eternal life” or “eternal punish-
ment”—are presented as final, not open to later 
change. 
 
5. John 9:4—“We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one 
can work.” 

The “day” = our earthly life; the “night” = death, 
when our time of decision-making ends. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC  
1021–1022) synthesizes this: 
 
➢ 1021: Death ends the time of decision. 

➢ 1022: Immediately after death comes the  
          particular judgment. 

 

Scripture and Tradition agree—our free 
will shapes our eternal destiny here and 
now, but after death, the choice is fixed.  

I pray for all of us to continue saying 
“yes” to our Lord daily. 
 

—Fr. Victor Mena 



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 3 

Saturday Vigil Mass, September 27th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Joy Simeti (D) Christopher Simeti 
Am 6:1a, 4-7; 1 Tm 6:11-16; Lk 16:19-31 
 
Sunday, September 28th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Jeffrey Rasmussen (D) Chris & Genna Rasmussen 
Am 6:1a, 4-7  [M] 10:00 a.m. Barbara Koegler (D) Ed & Pam Cheeney 
1 Tm 6:11-16 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Lk 16:19-31  [H]   4:30 p.m.        —NO MASS—  
 
Monday, September 29th          —NO MASS— 
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Jn 1:47-51          —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, September 30th  [C]   7:00 a.m.       —NO MASS—*  
Zec 8:20-23; Lk 9:51-56  [H] 12:15 p.m.       —NO MASS—*  
 
Wednesday, October 1st  [C]   7:00 a.m.       —NO MASS—*  
Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62  [H] 12:15 p.m.       —NO MASS—*  
 
Thursday, October 2nd  [C]   7:00 a.m.       —NO MASS—*  
Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Mt 18:1-5, 10  [H] 12:15 p.m.       —NO MASS—*  
 
Friday, October 3rd  [C]   7:00 a.m.       —NO MASS—*  
Bar 1:15-22; Lk 10:13-16  [H] 12:15 p.m.       —NO MASS—*  

 
Saturday, October 4th  [M]   8:00 a.m. Sheila Lynn Kelly (D)  Lovedana Volpe 
Bar 4:5-12; 27-29; Lk 10:17-24 

*Clergy Assembly 

 [M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church 
(L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 

To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 4 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

 

Our Christmas Faire & Crafts Event 

The big day is Saturday, 
November 1st, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

in the Parish Community Center. 

This is what we need from you: 

➢ Bake Sale Homemade Items—Drop off homemade cookies, cakes, pies, breads, and  
candies at the Parish Office on Thursday, October 30th, between 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., 
or on Friday, October 31st, by Noon (when the Parish Office closes). 

➢ Kid’s $1 Store—Drop off any items you have that can be sold in the Kid’s $1 store.   
We’re looking for items for moms, dads, brothers, sisters, etc. 

➢ $1 Raffle Tickets—Purchase Raffle Tickets for Grocery Store gift cards, Gas gift cards, 
and a Visa gift card which will be sold on the weekends of October 11/12, 18/19 and  
25/26 after Masses and are available at the front desk or from many parishioners. 

➢ Volunteers—More volunteers are needed to make this Christmas Faire the best ever! 

Alyson: (541) 508-9321 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday         

Tuesday         

Wednesday        4–5 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday           5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m. 

Friday     10–11 a.m.      

Position Open: St. Francis Custodian 
Position:   

Part Time Custodian—18 Hours a Week (6 Hours a Day / 3 Times a Week) 

Position Compensation:   

$18 to $20 (Depends on Experience) 

Job Summary:   

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is seeking a dedicated and dependable individual  
to join our team as a part-time Church Custodian. In this position, the custodian will be responsible  
for the cleanliness of our Historic Church, the 27th Street Church, and both Rectory buildings. 

Qualifications: 

 High school diploma or equivalent preferred. 
 Must have valid Driver’s License and be able to drive. 
 Previous custodial or cleaning experience is a plus. 
 Ability to perform physical tasks including  

lifting, bending, and standing for long periods. 
 Able to lift 40 lbs. 
 Basic knowledge of cleaning products, equipment, and maintenance procedures. 
 Strong attention to detail and a commitment  

to maintaining a clean and safe environment. 
 Excellent communication skills and ability to work independently or as part of  

a team. 
 Ability to manage time effectively and prioritize tasks. 
 Must be English-Speaking or Bilingual. 

For the full job description, please check our Website at: 
stfrancisbend.org or apply in person at the Parish Office. 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

September 20–21, 2025 $23,822 $25,774 ($1,952) $958,364 

September 13–14, 2025 $35,592 $25,774 $9,818 $934,542 

September 6–7, 2025 $17,526 $25,774 ($8,248) $898,950 

August 30–31, 2025 $15,751 $25,774 ($10,023) $881,424 

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 

  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
       $974,942                     $958,364   ($16,578)  



Faith Formation 
Last chance to register your child! Registration 
will close today, September 28th. For questions, 
call Janet or Mirella at the Parish Office. 

Episcopal Ordination 
Bishop-elect Hennen will be ordained a bishop at St. 
Francis tomorrow, September 29th. Overflow seat-
ing is available in the narthex and Community Cen-
ter for those who do not have a ticket; all are wel-
come and encouraged to attend.  

The Parish Office, St. Francis School, and 
the Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei will be 
closed on Monday, September 29th,  for the  
Ordination of Bishop-elect Hennen. 

Annual Clergy Assembly/ 
Daily Mass Change 

There are no Daily Masses from Tuesday, September 
30th, through Friday, October 3rd, while Fr. Victor 
attends the Annual Clergy Assembly. Eucharistic Ado-
ration will still be held as usual, but the 8 a.m. Mass 
on October 4th will be at the 27th St. Church. 

All-Night Vigil of Adoration 
The 1st Friday All-Night Vigil is on Friday, October 
3rd, starting at 6 p.m., at the Historic Church, and 
concludes on Saturday morning with the Holy Mass 
celebrated at 8 a.m. at the 27th St. Church. 

The Transitus 
You are invited to participate in The Transitus, where 
we celebrate the death of St. Francis, while remember-
ing professed Franciscans who’ve died and all family 
and friends of those in attendance who have also died. 
Come, pray with us, learn about the death of our Saint, 
and light a candle for your deceased.  Join us on Fri-
day, October 3rd, at 6 p.m., in the St. Clare Chapel. 
There will be a small reception after the service. Ques-
tions? Call Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789. 

Catholic in Recovery 
St. Francis Parish will host a weekly Catholic in Re-
covery General Recovery Meeting on Sundays at 8:45 
a.m. in the Parish Office beginning Sunday, Octo-
ber 5th. Catholic in Recovery provides healing from 
addictions, compulsions, and unhealthy attachments. 
Family members impacted by a loved one’s addiction 
are also encouraged to attend. Meetings combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Join others in recovery 
as we overlap scripture from Sunday’s Mass readings, 
liturgical themes, and recovery topics with honest dis-
cussion and prayer. Confidentiality is protected. For 
more information, visit catholicinrecovery.com or con-
tact Dcn. Phil at the Parish Office. 

Annual Sanctity of Life Conference 
Please join us on Saturday, October 11th, from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the St. Thomas Church in Red-
mond. The cost is only $30 per adult (scholarships 
available)—teens and children are free. Bring the 
whole family! Lunch will be provided. Childcare is 
also available at no charge, and live interpretation in 
Spanish will be available. 

For more information or to register, please visit the 
Diocese Website at: dioceseofbaker.org/pro-life or call 
Bryce at (541) 388-4004. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
FD2. It’s free, but please use the Faith Formation 
online registration to update your contact information 
and get parent permission on file for us. 

Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, ado-
ration, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese of Baker High School Retreat, 
and the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference.  

For questions, please contact Janet Deppmeier at 
the Parish Office. 

Adult Volunteers Are Needed 
Faith Formation for children and youth is looking for 
adult volunteers to be available to substitute and to  
assist in classes.  

Please contact Janet for more information or to get 
started on volunteer training. 

40 Days for Life 2025 
The Fall Campaign is on until Sunday, November 
2nd. We are holding a peaceful and prayerful pres-
ence (along with fasting) in front of Planned Parent-
hood on Division Street, organized by Central Oregon 
Right to Life.  

For more information, please send an email to: 
40daysforlifeinbendoregon@gmail.com, or call (541) 
306-5531. To sign-up: centraloregonrighttolife.org. 

Silent Auction Items Needed! 
The Christmas Faire Committee encourages St. Francis 
parishioners who own a business to donate a gift bas-
ket or a gift card to be used as a “Silent Auction” item 
at the Christmas Faire on Saturday, November 1st, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

If you are able to donate, or if you have any ques-
tions, please call Alyson at (541) 508-9321. 

SVdP Back to School Food Drive 
You can make a difference and help our neighbors in 
need. During the month of September, SVdP requests 
Peanut Butter and Jelly in honor of “Back to School” 
month—sorry, no homemade preserves. For more ways 
to get involved, visit us at: www.stvincentdepaulbend.org. 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@  
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities.  

There are regular fun activities such as game 
nights, pizza making, hikes, as well as men’s and 
women’s small group bible studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month from 11:45 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office.  
 For more information, call Mary 
McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or email: 
mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to an hour of Adoration, contact 
Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com or (541) 
389-5964. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Free English Class! 
The English class has started again! If you want to 
improve your vocabulary and pronunciation in a fun 
class where the students choose what they want to 
learn, come on Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm. For 
more information, please call Maria Thibodeau at: 
(817) 924-7449. We hope you will join us in Room 
FD3, opposite the St. Clare Chapel. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, please call Dcn. Steve at 
(253) 222-0582, or send him an email at: 
stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
email: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel for 
our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets Tues-
days at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men we’re 
called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and hav-
ing a brotherhood to support us. Email Terry O’Neil: 
menofstathanasius@gmail.com for more information. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Join us on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
days of the month in the FD3 Room at 2 
p.m. For more information, please email 
Sherry Rice at: srice@bendbroadband.com. 

  Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, email Emily at: emily.rastovich@gmail.com 
or Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 
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2025/2026 

 
Our school year is off to a great start with 180 students enrolled,  
38 new families, and a class average of 20 students; 28% of our 
families received scholarships to offset the cost of their tuition.  
The AGA is one of the primary funding sources for the school’s 
operating needs. The funds generated by AGA help bridge the  
gap between collected tuition and the actual cost of $15,000. Your  
gift to the Annual Giving Appeal will keep our mission strong and 
ensure a legacy of faith for generations to come. Thank you.  
 

For this year’s annual appeal, we are looking to upgrade tech-
nology (computers for teachers, Chromebooks for students, VR 
subscriptions, 3D printer materials, etc.), upgrade student desks, 
cafeteria tables, sports/playground equipment, field trips, update 
our STEM classroom, new carpet in the office, and most  
importantly, scholarships. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10TH—  
All parishioners are invited to attend our annual  
Harvest Festival on October 10th from 5–7:30 p.m.  
at the St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School Playground. 
Scan the QR code for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 

October 17th—Grandparents/Special Friends 
Day! Scan the QR code for more information. 
 
If you would like more information about the school, 
please go to: Saintfrancisschool.net. Below is a QR  
code to our yearly magazine. 

 

 

 




