
Senior  
Leadership Team 

Pastor: 

Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne: kakayianne@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 

September 21, 2025 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 

(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 
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Let Us Pray for One Another 

T he First Letter to Timothy (2:1–8) reminds 
us of one of the most essential responsibili-

ties we carry as a Christian community: the call  
to intercede for one another in prayer. St. Paul 
writes, “I urge that supplications, prayers, inter-
cessions, and thanksgivings be made for every-
one. . . . This is good and pleasing to God, our 
Savior, who wills everyone to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

At the heart of this passage is the conviction 
that our prayer is not simply about “me and God.” 
The Christian life is never individualistic. From 
the moment of baptism, we are grafted into the 
Body of Christ. We belong to one another. And 
because we belong to one another, we pray for 
each other. 

 
The Universal Scope of Intercession 

Paul emphasizes that prayers are to be made 
for everyone—not just for those we love, not only 
for our fellow Catholics—but even for rulers, 
leaders, and those with whom we may disagree. 
This is challenging. It stretches our hearts beyond 
narrow boundaries.  

In a divided world, our intercessory prayer  
becomes a way of healing divisions. By lifting 
others up before God—even those who hurt us—
we allow grace to soften resentment and replace 
hostility with mercy. 
 
Intercession as Participation in Christ’s  
Mission 

St. Paul reminds us that there is “one mediator 
between God and humanity—Christ Jesus.”  

Our intercession is not separate from Christ 
but united with His eternal prayer before the Fa-
ther.  
Every time we intercede, we are joining Christ’s 
priestly mission, making His mercy visible in our 
community.  

Think of the Mass: during the Prayers of the 
Faithful, the Church teaches us to remember the 

needs of the world—the leaders, the poor, the 
sick, the deceased—because in the Eucharist, all 
are gathered into Christ’s redeeming sacrifice. 
 
Building a Community of Love 

When we pray for each other, we strengthen 
the bonds of love. Imagine a parish where no one 
is forgotten in prayer: the sick know they are sup-
ported, the grieving know they are not alone, 
leaders are guided by grace, and even the absen-
tees are remembered. Such prayer transforms a 
parish into a true family of faith. 

Praying for one another is not just a pious  
duty; it is a form of service. We may not always 
have money to give or time to spare, but we can 
always lift others up to God. This hidden ministry 
of intercession sustains the Church more than we 
realize. 
 
A Call to Action 

St. Paul concludes with the image of lifting 
“holy hands without anger or argument.” In other 
words, prayer must flow from a reconciled heart. 
If we carry bitterness, our intercession loses cred-
ibility. Before we can pray for others, we must 
allow Christ to heal what is broken within us. 

So, let us ask: Do we truly pray for each  
other? For our parish, for our leaders, for those 
who suffer? Or do our prayers circle only around 
our personal needs? Today, the Word of God 
calls us to widen our prayer, to intercede as a  
people united in Christ. 

 

B rothers and sisters, may our parish become a 
community marked by intercessory love. Let 

us carry each other to the Father in prayer, through 
Christ the one Mediator, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Specially, for the eternal repose of Charlie 
Kirk and his family. May our prayers, like incense 
rising before God, bring healing, unity, and hope 
to the Church and the world. 

—Fr. Victor Mena 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, September 20th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Mary Simeti (L) Christopher Simeti 
Am 8:4-7; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 
 
Sunday, September 21st  [M]   7:30 a.m. Dr. Jean Persons (D) Ted & Vergi Ries 
Am 8:4-7  [M] 10:00 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
1 Tm 2:1-8 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Austina Reyes (D) Angela Molina 
Lk 16:1-13  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Sheila Lynn Kelly (D) Kayoko Yasui 
 
Monday, September 22nd    —NO MASS— 
Ezr 1:1-6; Lk 8:16-18    —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, September 23rd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Linda Balf (D) Frank Krupicka 
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b,14-20; Lk 8:19-21  [H] 12:15 p.m. Dakota Tubbs (D)  The Rose’s 
 
Wednesday, September 24th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Sheila Lynn Kelly (D) Santomi Yamashi 
Ezr 9:5-9; Lk 9:1-6  [H] 12:15 p.m. Yazer & Jhona Imperio (L) Maria Hoffman 
 
Thursday, September 25th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Patricia Cappy 
Hg 1:1-8; Lk 9:7-9  [H] 12:15 p.m. Roger Nichols (D)  Craig & Gina Minnis 
 
Friday, September 26th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Sheila Lynn Kelly (D) Rob & Janet Warner 
Hg 2:1-9 / Lk 9:18-22  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Lelli (D) Juno Lelli 

 
Saturday, September 27th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Sisters of Mary of Kakamega   Pam & Ed Cheney 
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Lk 9:43b-45    Cardina Otunga House (L) 

 [M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church 
(L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 

To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 4 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

 Knights’ Corner 
Brother Knights and Parish Family . . . 

For several years now, our Council has quietly recognized various parish women, 
families, and members of our own Council with a monthly award. 

Traditionally, the Knight who nominated the recipient 
would present the framed recognition in a private and humble setting. 

The reason this award exists is simple: it is our way of showing appreciation for what these 
individuals do for our St. Francis community. It is time we begin to share these stories 

more openly, not to embarrass anyone—heaven forbid—but rather to highlight the 
good works being done and allow us, as a parish family, to offer our thanks. 

These honorees have lived their faith in many ways: supporting Right to Life efforts, providing 
security during Mass, organizing large-scale parish meals, managing offices and schools, 

coordinating major reconstruction projects, offering excellent television coverage of our parish 
events, volunteering with St. Vincent de Paul, ministering to our youth, and helping bridge 

the Hispanic and Anglo communities, to name only a few examples. 

In future writings, we will identify these recipients by name and share their specific acts of service. 
May their example inspire us all to continue living out our faith in love and action. 

 Andrew Untermeyer ◄►  (541) 480-6114  /  https://www.bendknights1872.org 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday         

Tuesday         

Wednesday        4–5 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday           5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m. 

Friday     10–11 a.m.      

Position Open: St. Francis Custodian 
Position:   

Part Time Custodian—18 Hours a Week (6 Hours a Day / 3 Times a Week) 

Position Compensation:   

$18 to $20 (Depends on Experience) 

Job Summary:   

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is seeking a dedicated and dependable individual  
to join our team as a part-time Church Custodian. In this position, the custodian will be responsible for 
the cleanliness of our Historic Church, the 27th Street Church, and both Rectory buildings. 

Qualifications: 

 High school diploma or equivalent preferred. 
 Must have valid Driver’s License and be able to drive. 
 Previous custodial or cleaning experience is a plus. 
 Ability to perform physical tasks including  

lifting, bending, and standing for long periods. 
 Able to lift 40 lbs. 
 Basic knowledge of cleaning products, equipment, and maintenance procedures. 
 Strong attention to detail and a commitment  

to maintaining a clean and safe environment. 
 Excellent communication skills and ability to work independently or as part of  

a team. 
 Ability to manage time effectively and prioritize tasks. 
 Must be English-Speaking or Bilingual. 

For the full job description, please check our Website at: 
stfrancisbend.org or apply in person at the Parish Office. 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

September 13–14, 2025 $35,592 $25,774 $9,818 $934,542 

September 6–7, 2025 $17,526 $25,774 ($8,248) $898,950 

August 30–31, 2025 $15,751 $25,774 ($10,023) $881,424 

August 23–24, 2025 $17,331 $25,774 ($8,443) $865,673 

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 

  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
       $949,168                     $934,542   ($14,626)  



New Wednesday Hours 
The Church, Chapel, and Parish Office are now closed 
on Wednesdays, from 8 to 10:30 a.m. 

Children’s Choir Registration 
Registration is open for the “Joyous Voices” Chil-
dren’s Choir! All children in K–5th Grade from the 
parish and school are welcome. Pre-registration is re-
quired. The cost is $20 per child for either the Fall 
2025 or the Winter/Spring 2026 session. A discounted 
cost of $35 is available for the full choir year, Septem-
ber 2025 to May 2026. New online registration is 
available on the Parish Website (under the Ministries 
tab). For more information, contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Sandine, at: music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Faith Formation 
Registration is open for Faith Formation and Sacra-
mental Preparation for those in grades K–12. Online 
registration is available on the Parish Website. Paper 
copies will be available in the Narthex and in the Par-
ish Office. All children and youth preparing to receive 
a Sacrament are required to register. This includes St. 
Francis School students. Students not attending St. 
Francis School will attend Faith Formation classes on 
Wednesday afternoons or evenings. For questions, 
check out the Sacrament pages on the Parish Website 
or call Janet or Mirella at the Parish Office. 

40 Days for Life 2025 
The Fall Campaign is from Wednesday, September 
24th, to Sunday, November 2nd. We will hold a 
peaceful and prayerful presence (along with fasting) in 
front of Planned Parenthood on Division St., organized 
by Central Oregon Right to Life. For more informa-
tion, email: 40daysforlifeinbendoregon@gmail.com,  
or call (541) 306-5531. To signup, visit the website at: 
centraloregonrighttolife.org. 

Honoring Our Patron Saint 
We will pray a Novena to St. Francis after all Masses 
from Thursday, September 25th, through Friday, 
October 3rd, in honor of St. Francis of Assisi, our  
patron saint’s feast day on Saturday, October 4th. 
Copies of the Novena Prayer are available at both 
churches, in the St. Clare Chapel, and on the Parish 
Website. 

Christmas Faire Meeting  
The next Christmas Faire meeting is on Thursday, 
September 25th, at 4:30 p.m. in the Parish Office.  

Vendors are still being accepted as space is still 
available. Please come join us at the meeting.  

We need more volunteers! 

Ordination 
Bishop-Elect Hennen will be ordained a Bishop at St. 
Francis on Monday, September 29th. The Ordination 
Mass is a ticketed event, by invitation only. However, 
overflow seating will be available in the Narthex and 
Community Center for those who do not have a ticket. 
The Mass will also be livestreamed on the parish website. 

Due to a scheduling conflict with events surround-
ing the Episcopal Ordination of Bishop-Elect Hennen, 
there will be no 4:30 p.m. Mass on September 28th. 

Ordination Tickets 
A limited number of tickets for the Ordination of Bishop-
Elect Hennen will be made available for St. Francis 
Parishioners. Visit stfrancisbend.org/ord to enter your 
name in the random drawing for one of these tickets. 

Annual Clergy Assembly/ 
Daily Mass Change 

There are no Daily Masses from Tuesday, September 
30th, through Friday, October 3rd, while Fr. Victor 
attends the Annual Clergy Assembly. However, Eucha-
ristic Adoration will still be held. Our regular Mass 
schedule will resume on Saturday, October 4th. 

Silent Auction Items Needed! 
The Christmas Faire Committee encourages St. Francis 
parishioners who own a business to donate a gift bas-
ket or a gift card to be used as a “Silent Auction” item 
at the Christmas Faire on Saturday, November 1st, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. If you are able to donate, or for 
any questions, please call Alyson at (541) 508-9321. 

SVdP Back to School Food Drive 
You can make a difference and help our neighbors in 
need. During the month of September, SVdP requests 
Peanut Butter and Jelly in honor of “Back to School” 
month—sorry, no homemade preserves. For more ways 
to get involved, visit us at: www.stvincentdepaulbend.org. 

Liturgical Ministers Needed! 

We have about half the number of Liturgical Ministers 
(Sacristans, Acolytes, Extraordinary Ministers, Read-
ers, Altar Servers, Music Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, 
and Safety Ministers) needed for our parish. If you can 
serve our parish, please contact Dcn. Phil McCarty at 
the Parish Office: (541) 382-3631 / ext. 106. 
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SCAM ALERT! 
The scammers are at it again! Now they 
are using Fr. Victor’s name to ask you for 

money. Don’t’ pay! But DO check the email 
address. It is NOT Fr. Victor’s! 

mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
http://www.stvincentdepaulbend.org


Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@  
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities.  

There are regular fun activities such as game 
nights, pizza making, hikes, as well as men’s and 
women’s small group bible studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month from 11:45 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office.  
 For more information, call Mary 
McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or email: 
mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to an hour of Adoration, contact 
Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com or (541) 
389-5964. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Free English Class! 
The English class has started again! If you want to 
improve your vocabulary and pronunciation in a fun 
class where the students choose what they want to 
learn, come on Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm. For 
more information, please call Maria Thibodeau at: 
(817) 924-7449. We hope you will join us in Room 
FD3, opposite the St. Clare Chapel. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, please call Dcn. Steve at 
(253) 222-0582, or send him an email at: 
stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
email: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel for 
our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets Tues-
days at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men we’re 
called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and hav-
ing a brotherhood to support us. Email Terry O’Neil: 
menofstathanasius@gmail.com for more information. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Join us on the 2nd and 4th Tues-
days of the month in the FD3 Room at 2 
p.m. For more information, please email 
Sherry Rice at: srice@bendbroadband.com. 

  Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. For more infor-
mation, email Emily at: emily.rastovich@gmail.com 
or Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 

7 

 

 

2025/2026 

 
Our school year is off to a great start with 180 students enrolled, 38 new  
families, and a class average of 20 students. And 28% of our families  
have received scholarships to offset the cost of their tuitions. The AGA  
is one of the primary funding sources for the operating needs of the  
School. The funds generated by AGA help bridge the gap between  
collected tuition and the actual cost of $15,000. Your gift to the Annual 
Giving Appeal will keep our mission strong and ensure a legacy of 
faith for generations to come.  

—Thank you, Jeff Lee, St. Francis Catholic School Principal 

 

For this year’s Annual Appeal,  
we are looking to upgrade tech- 
nology: computers for teachers, 
Chromebooks for students, VR  
subscriptions, 3D printer materi-
als, etc., and to upgrade student 
desks, cafeteria tables, sports/
playground equipment, fund 
field trips, update our STEM 
class-room, install new carpet  
in the office and, most impor-
tantly, provide additional  
scholarships. 
 
 

If you would like more infor-
mation about the School, please  
go to: Saintfrancisschool.net.  
Or scan the QR code to our  
yearly magazine. 

 




