
Senior Leadership Team: 

Pastor 
Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Nobil Simon /  parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator 

Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

 

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYSñ9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses: 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 
*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
MðF: 7:00 a.m. (St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (except Wednesdays) 

MðF: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation  ?  Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Churchñfrom 3ð4:30 p.m.= 
Tuesday: 27th St. Churchñafter 7 a.m. Mass 
Saturday: Historic Churchñafter 8 a.m. Mass 
=Except on Holy SaturdayñNo Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice: machisub@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30ð4:30 / W 10:30ð4:30 / F 8:30ðNOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 
Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Rd., 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church  ?  St. Clare Chapel  ?  Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th St., 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

 

October 4, 2026 
The Feast of 

St. Francis of Assisi 

 

mailto:parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:jesse.stokes@focus.org


A patronal feast is more than a joyful parish tra-dition. It is an invitation to look again at the 
life of the saint who accompanies us and to 

ask how his example might shape our own. Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi was a man of extraordinary holiness, but 
he was not spared the struggles that come with loving 
God, serving the Church, and caring deeply for others. 
As his religious family grew, Francis experienced a 

painful moment of uncertainty. Some of his brothers 
desired greater education so that they could preach, 
teach, and serve the Church more effectively. Francis 
feared that learning and institutional growth might 
weaken the simplicity, poverty, and humility that had 
marked the beginning of their vocation. He loved his 
brothers, but he did not always understand the path 
they believed God was opening before them. 
The Franciscan tradition preserves this interior 

struggle in works such as The Little Flowers of Saint 
Francis (Fioretti) and the Mirror of Perfection. One of 
the most moving stories is the conversation between 
Francis and Brother Leo about ñperfect joy.ò Francis 
explains that perfect joy is not found in success, admi-
ration, or even extraordinary works. It is found in re-
ceiving disappointment and rejection with patienceð
without allowing pain to destroy charity. 
This does not mean that Francis felt no pain. It 

means that he gradually learned how to place his pain 
before God. He had to allow the Lord to purify not  
only his brothers, but also his own expectations, fears, 
and the desire to preserve what he believed the Fran-
ciscan movement should always be. Like all the saints, 
Francis was a pilgrim. He needed prayer, humility, dis-
cernment, and correction. 
The Second Vatican Council reminds us that the 

Church is ñat once holy and always in need of purifica-
tionò (Lumen Gentium, 8). This is true not only of the 
Church as a whole, but also of every parish and every 
Christian family. Holiness does not mean that we never 
struggle, disagree, or feel wounded. It means that, with 
Godôs grace, we learn how to bring those struggles into 
the light of Christ. 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: 

ñThe way of perfection passes by way of the Crossò 
(CCC 2015). It also reminds us that conversion re-
mains a lifelong task because ñthe new life received  
in Christian initiation has not abolished the frailty and 
weakness of human natureò (CCC 1426). Saint Francis 
teaches us that even sincere disciples may need to re-

consider, to listen, and to allow God to correct their 
understanding. 
Therefore, as parishioners of St. Francis of Assisi 

Parish, we might celebrate our patronôs feast day by 
beginning not with criticism, but with meditation.  
Before speaking about a painful decision, a disa-

greement, or a concern in parish life, we can pause and 
ask: Am I speaking from charity, or only from my 
wound? Have I prayed for the people involved? Have I 
listened carefully enough to understand what they are 
trying to serve? Is my goal to defend my preference, or 
to seek the good of the Church? 
This kind of silence is not weakness. It is spiritual 

maturity. There are times when truth must be spoken, 
but truth becomes more fruitful when it is spoken with 
patience, humility, and love. Saint Paul exhorts us to 
speak ñthe truth in loveò (Eph 4:15), and Saint James 
advises us to be ñquick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
angerò (Jas 1:19). 
Our celebration could include a parish hour of 

prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, asking for the 
grace to recognize our own limitations, and to be gen-
tle with the struggles of others. We could also invite 
parishioners to seek reconciliation, to thank someone 
whose service is easily overlooked, or to approach a 
difficult conversation with a listening heart. 
Saint Francis did not become holy because every 

situation unfolded according to his wishes. He became 
holy by continually returning to Christ. His humility 
was not the denial of his convictions, but the willing-
ness to place those convictions before God and to let 
charity guide him. 
May our patronal feast help us to do the same. May 

we honor Saint Francisðnot only by remembering his 
love for creation and the poorðbut also by imitating 
his patience, his humility, and his willingness to be 
transformed.  
When we are hurt, may we pray before we speak. 

When we disagree, may we listen before we judge. 
And when we recognize our own need for correction, 
may we receive it as an opportunity to grow closer to 
Christ. 
In this way, St. Francis of Assisi Parish can be-

come not merely a community that celebrates its pa-
tron, but one that learns from him: a family renewed 
by humility, healed by forgiveness, and united in the 
joyful simplicity of the Gospel. 

ðB , F  V 

Learning Humility from Saint Francis 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, October 3rd  [M]   5:00 p.m. Ray Posner (D) Betty Posner 
1 Kg 19:4ð9a, 11ð15a; Gal 6:14ð18; Mt 11:25ð30  
 
Sunday, October 4th  [M]   7:30 a.m. George Raft (D)  Mary Myers 
1 Kg 19:4ð9a, 11ð15a   [M] 10:00 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor & Fr. Nobil 
Gal 6:14ð18  (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Isabel Romero Zuñiga (D) Fernando Zuñiga 
Mt 11:25ð30   [H]   4:30 p.m.  Kristie Holman (L)  Faithful Friend 
 
Monday, October 5th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Dennis Kargol (L) Dave Kargol 
Gal 1:6ð12; Lk 10:25ð37  [H] 12:15 p.m. Dennis Kargol (L) Dave Kargol 
 
Tuesday, October 6th  [C]   7:00 a.m. ñNO MASSñ  
Gal 1:13ð24; Lk 10:38ð42  [H] 12:15 p.m. Anthony Simeti (D) Christopher Simeti 
 
Wednesday, October 7th  [C]   7:00 a.m. ñNO MASSñ  
Gal 2:1ð2, 7ð14; Lk 11:1ð4  [H] 12:15 p.m. Carmelo Simeti (D)  Christopher Simeti 
 
Thursday, October 8th  [C]    7:00 a.m. ñNO MASSñ  
Gal 3:1ð5; Lk 11:5ð13  [H]  12:15 p.m. Carmelo & Frances Simeti (D) Christopher Simeti 
 
Friday, October 9th  [C]   7:00 a.m. ñNO MASSñ  
Gal 3:7ð14; Lk 11:15ð26  [H] 12:15 p.m. Joseph Brookman (D) Bob Brookman 
 
Saturday, October 10th  [H]  8:00 a.m. Reparation for Abortion  St. Francis Parish 
Gal 3:22ð29; Lk 11:27ð28    & Healing for Families (L) 

[M] = Main Church   ?   [C] = St. Clare Chapel   ?   [H] = Historic Church   ?   (L) = Living   ?   (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631 by 4 p.m. on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

The Knightsõ Corner 
K   C  C  1872 

Y  K          ! 

Tamale preparation is not an easy task, 
and we look forward to sharing the fruits of that hard work with you. 

Come see us in the Community Center this Sunday Morning for both pork and chicken options. 
Thank you to everyone who helped make it happen. 

I also want to take a moment to thank the more than 80 St. Francis parishioners and 
fellow Knights who came together for our ñBuild a Bedò event. 

Together, we were able to build 30 beds for children in need in our area. 
It was truly a remarkable example of unityðone of the founding principles of the Knights of Columbus. 

When many individual fibers are bound together around a common goal, 
the resulting strength is unbreakable. That is what being a Knight is all aboutð 
coming together, serving others, and making a difference in our community. 

Looking ahead, youôll see your Knights partnering with our school for its annual Golf Event, 
as well as bringing you a new and improved Christmas Card program. 

Weôll also be participating in the Bend Christmas Parade and helping erect the Nativity Scene. 

And if hanging out with a bunch of guys who enjoy doing great things sounds like your kind of group, 
come say hello! We are typically in the Narthex at both church locations before and after Mass. 

Come meet us. Get involved. Be part of something bigger. 

Vivat Jesus, Andrew Untermeyer  ǆ  Grand Knight 



Stewardship of Giving 

2026 OFFERTORY 
Y-T-D Budget   vs.  Y-T-D Actual     Variance 

 $1,087,515  $1,082,237   ($5,278) 
Use of PayPal as a vehicle for donations/registrations is STRONGLY discouraged as I have no way of knowing who the donor is or what their 
intent is. VENMO also posts to the Parish Account as PayPal. Please use any major credit card, debit card or direct debit from your account. 

Thank you, Jane Rude, Finance Director. 

 * * * URGENT * * *  
Money counters neededñif interested, please contact JANE RUDE at: finance@stfrancisbend.org. 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

September 26ð27, 2026 $18,406 $27,885 ($  9,479) $1,082,237 

September 19ð20, 2026 $43,917 $27,885 $16,032 $1,063,831 

September 12ð13, 2026 $23,319 $27,885 ($4,566) $1,019,914 

September 5ð6, 2026 $24,111 $27,885 ($  3,774) $996,595 
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ñNaming & Taming Anxiety & Stressò 
The Diocese of Baker is partnering with the Dioceses of Boise and Spokane 
to offer this Virtual Retreat from 1 to 2 p.m., Mountain Time, live via Z  on: 

SaturdayðOctober 24th  ǆ  SaturdayðOctober 31st  ǆ  SaturdayðNovember 7th  ǆ  SaturdayðNovember 14th 

The cost is only $97. Registration closes on Friday, October 17th. 

Early-Bird Bonus: Register by Wednesday, October 7th, to receive two months of session recordings 
and two months of email follow-up support to help you to integrate what youôve learned. 

This is a great opportunity to help our people with the far-too-common challenge of 
anxiety and negative stress. Visit dioceseofbaker.org/mental-health for more information. 

Sanctity of Life Conference 
Join Bishop Hennen for the annual Diocese of Baker Sanctity of Life Bilingual Conference, Cultivating Life, 
on Saturday, October 24th, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Angels Church in Hermiston. 

Presentations will be offered in English & Spanish. 
Bring the whole family! Lunch and childcare are provided at no charge. 

For more information and/or to register, please go to: dioceseofbaker.org/pro-life. 

mailto:finance@stfrancisbend.org
http://dioceseofbaker.org/mental-health
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A Thank-You Note from SVdP 
St. Vincent de PaulïBend would like to give a HUGE 
T  Y  to everyone who has participated in our 
Reverse Collections so far. You have helped us to col-
lect more than 7,500 lbs. of food, allowing us to keep 
our shelves fuller for longer! Your donations bring us 
items we don't usually get to see on our shelvesðlike 
cooking oil, condiments, spices, and flourðstaples 
that people love!  
It also helps keep our ñSack Lunchesò stocked 

with bonus items such as juice and granola bars, en-
suring people always have something quick to eat.  
We hope you continue participating because your 

donations are changing lives every day! 

ðKaylee Graham, SVdP Executive Director 

Annual Clergy Assembly/ 
Daily Mass Change 

There will be NO 7 a.m. daily Masses from Tues-
day, October 6th, to Friday, October 9th, while our 
priests attend the Annual Clergy Assembly. However, 
our 12:15 p.m. daily Masses will be concelebrated 
with all of our priests because the Diocesan Assem-
bly will be here in Bend.  
Also, the Saturday 8 a.m. Mass will still be cele-

brated that week in the Historic Church, and Eucharis-
tic Adoration will be held as scheduled. 

 

Annual Christmas Faire 
The Christmas Faire with Arts and Crafts is fast  
approaching. This year it will be held on Saturday, 
November 14th, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the  
Community Center at the 27th Street Church. 

W    ! 
Applications are now available on the Parish Website, 
stfrancisbend.org, and at the Parish Office. 

M    ! 
The next Volunteer Meeting is on Thursday, Octo-
ber 15th, at 4:30 p.m. in the Parish Office. 

ðAlyson Annunziata & Sue Wellman 
Committee Co-Chairpersons 

St. Francis Parish Prayer Chain 
If you would like to be a member of the St. Francis 
email prayer chain, please contact Sherry Rice at: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. You will receive emails 
asking you to pray for those who have requested pray-
ers. We already have more than 100 people praying, 
and we can have even more! 
If youôre already a member and wish your name to 

be deleted, you can send an email to the address above.  
And, if you have a request for prayers, please send 

an email to the above address with the first name (and 
last if possible), the location, and the details of the 
prayer request.  
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Menôs 
Bible  
Study 

There are several menôs small-group Bible studies 
that happen regularly throughout the parish. The 
newest Menôs Bible Study is specifically for men 
25 years and older who will meet every other 
week on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. If you would like to 
grow deeper in your faith amongst a community of 
men, reach out to Jesse Stokes at (719) 966-9225 
for more information. 

Corner 
 

Feast of Saint Francis Celebration 
This Sunday, October 4th, we celebrate the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, our  
patron saint. To honor this special occasion, cake will be served in the Narthex 
after every Mass. All are welcome to join us for fellowship and celebration! 

 

 

JUBILEE YEAR  

OF 

SAINT FRANCIS  

 

1226̧ 2026  
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Would you like 
to see your 

business logo 
on this page? 

Scan the 
QR code 
below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Job Opening: 
 

PART-TIME 
AFTERCARE 
TEACHER 

 

We have limited 
space available 

in our 
Early Childhood 

Education 
classes for the 

upcoming 
school year. 

We are a 
certified daycare 

through the 
State of Oregon. 

Call to set up 
your tour today: 
(541) 382-4701.  

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE  т 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 

the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 

 

 

 

 

What a great time everyone had at the 90th Anniversary Annual  
Giving Appeal at the Old St. Francis School (McMenamins)!  

Thank you to Abbie Block for setting up both the field trips during 
the day for our students and the evening event. 

Thank you to A  W  D, H H P  LLC, and  
F  T   C for sponsoring the event. 

 
 

Thank you, Bishop Hennen, for 
celebrating Mass and joining us for the 
Pancake Breakfast on our schoolôs 90th 
Anniversary on September 21, 2026.  

 

Save the Dates: 

O  7 : 
4th Annual St. Francis Cup. Scan the QR code below for more information. 

 

 
 

O  16 : 
Grandparents Day at St. Francis. Mass at 8:15 a.m. followed by breakfast 
and a musical performance by our students in the Community Center. 

 

O  30 

Our annual Harvest Festival from 3:30ï5:30 p.m. More details to come. 
Scan this QR code to shop on the Charleston Wrap web store and support the 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School fundraiser directly. 
 

 
 
 
 

Our school year is off to a great start with 198 students enrolled, 24 new families, and a median class 
size of 17.5 students. Also, 26% of our families received scholarships to offset the cost of their tuition. 
The AGA is one of the primary funding sources for the schoolõs operating needs. The funds generated 
by AGA help bridge the gap between collected tuition and the actual cost of $15,000. Your gift to the 

Annual Giving Appeal will keep our mission strong and ensure a legacy of faith for generations to come. 
THANK YOU! 

For this yearõs Annual Appeal, we are looking to upgrade technology (computers for teachers, 
iPads/Chromebooks for students, VR subscriptions, 3D printer materials, etc.), upgrade student desks, 

cafeteria tables, sports/playground equipment, and our STEM classroom, expand field trips, and  
MOST IMPORTANTLYñPROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS.  




