
Senior  
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Pastor: 

Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne: kakayianne@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 

October 12, 2025 
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 

(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 
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The Cry Against Violence in Scripture— 
Habakkuk 1:2–3; 2:2–4 

T 
he prophet Habakkuk opens his book with a raw 
lament: “How long, O Lord, must I cry for help and 
you do not listen? Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ but 

you do not intervene? Why do you let me see iniquity? Why 
do you look at oppression? Destruction and violence are 
before me; there is strife, and discord abounds” (Hab 1:2–3). 

These words echo across the centuries, expressing the 
anguish of those who witness injustice and brutality in their 
communities. Later, the Lord responds with a vision: “The 
vision still has its time, presses on to fulfillment, and will 
not disappoint; if it delays, wait for it, it will surely come, it 
will not be late. The rash one has no integrity; but the just 
one, because of faith, shall live” (Hab 2:3–4). 

Here, God promises that despite the apparent triumph  
of violence, justice and fidelity will ultimately prevail. The 
faithful are called not to despair, but to live by faith and  
trust in God’s justice. 
 
Catholic Magisterium on Violence—The Catholic Church, 
through her Magisterium, has consistently condemned vio-
lence as contrary to human dignity and the Gospel of peace. 
A few key teachings illustrate this: 

➢ Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 2302–2306): The 
Church affirms that anger and violence are grave offenses 
against charity. While the defense of justice may sometimes 
require firmness, the deliberate choice to harm or destroy is 
incompatible with Christ’s command to love. 

➢ Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in  
the Modern World, 1965): The Council Fathers lamented the 
spread of violence in society, noting that “every act of war  
directed to the indiscriminate destruction of whole cities or  
vast areas with their inhabitants is a crime against God and 
man” (GS 80). The same logic applies on a smaller scale:  
violence tears at the fabric of human fraternity. 

➢ Evangelii Gaudium (Pope Francis, 2013): Francis insists  
that violence is not only physical but also social and struct- 
ural, rooted in exclusion, poverty, and injustice. He warns  
that a “throwaway culture” breeds resentment and aggres- 
sion, which ultimately erupt in harm to others. 

➢ Fratelli Tutti (Pope Francis, 2020): The encyclical stresses  
that violence is never a path to authentic human progress: 
“Every act of violence committed against a human being is  
a wound in the flesh of humanity” (FT 227). 

Taken together, the Magisterium emphasizes that violence  
is not only an individual sin but also a social ill that weak-
ens the bonds of community and contradicts the vocation  
of humanity to communion. 
 
The Ripple Effect of Violence in a Community—When 
even one or a few members of a community choose vio-
lence, the entire community suffers. Catholic social teach-
ing helps us see this ripple effect: 

➢ Erosion of Trust: Violence breeds fear. Neighbors begin to 
view one another with suspicion. Instead of solidarity, mistrust 
isolates individuals. 

➢ Cycle of Retaliation: As the Compendium of the Social Doc-
trine of the Church notes, violence tends to reproduce itself in 
spirals of revenge (CSDC 496). One act of aggression can esca-
late into cycles of hostility that fracture relationships. 

➢ Loss of the Common Good: The Catechism teaches that the 
common good is the sum of conditions allowing people to 
reach fulfillment (CCC 1906). Violence undermines this by 
disrupting safety, cooperation, and mutual support. 

➢ Scandal to Faith: In a Christian context, when believers en-
gage in violence, it damages the credibility of the Gospel.  
Others may ask, like Habakkuk, “Where is God in the midst  
of this?” 

➢ Psychological and Spiritual Harm: Beyond physical damage, 
violence leaves deep wounds in hearts—trauma, resentment, 
and despair. Healing requires not only justice but also recon-
ciliation and mercy. 

 
Living by Faith Amid Violence—Habakkuk’s message and 
the Church’s teaching converge on a hopeful note: “The just 
one, because of faith, shall live” (Hab 2:4). The Catholic re-
sponse to violence is not resignation but active witness: 

➢ Nonviolence as a Way of Life: Pope Francis, in his 2017 
“World Day of Peace” message, proposed Gospel nonviolence 
as the style of politics and relationships for Christians. 

➢ Building a Culture of Encounter: Communities must foster 
dialogue, forgiveness, and social justice to uproot the causes of 
violence. 

➢ Faith as Resistance: Living by faith means trusting God’s 
justice, even when violence seems overwhelming. Faithful dis-
cipleship resists hatred, choosing love as the stronger force. 

 
Brethren, violence, whether in nations or neighborhoods, is 
never just a “private problem.” As Habakkuk recognized, 
violence poisons the whole community, leaving scars of 
mistrust and despair. The Catholic Magisterium consistently 
teaches that violence is incompatible with human dignity 
and divine law. Yet it also reminds us that God’s vision of 
justice is not defeated by human wrongdoing. 

The Church calls every believer to respond not with res-
ignation, but with faith in God’s promise, expressed through 
works of peace, reconciliation, and the defense of life. As 
Habakkuk reminds us, “The just one, because of faith, shall 
live”—and through that faith, communities broken by vio-
lence can be healed and renewed. 

Keep faithful to our merciful Father. If each one of us 
takes responsibility for ourselves, together—with the help of 
God—we can change the world. Would you like to try it 
as community?  

—Fr. Victor Mena 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, October 11th  [M]   5:00 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
2 Kgs 5:14-17; 2 Tm 2:8-13; Lk 17:11-19 
 
Sunday, October 12th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Mary Motta (D) Debbie DiPaola 
2 Kgs 5:14-17  [M] 10:00 a.m. Jeanene Burmeister (D) Alyson Annunziata 
2 Tm 2:8-13 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Celeste Limon (L) FOCUS Team 
Lk 17:11-19  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Jorge Avila (L) Genoveva Garcia  
 
Monday, October 13th          —NO MASS— 
Rom 1:1-7; Lk 11:29-32          —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, October 14th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Kathryn Nelson (L) Faithful Friend  
Rom 1:16-25; Lk 11:37-41  [H] 12:15 p.m. Michael Malony (D) St. Francis Parish  
 
Wednesday, October 15th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Fr. Chiaka Mark Hjoku (D) Patricia M. Cappy  
Rom 2:1-11; Lk 11:42-46  [H] 12:15 p.m. Paul Haaland (D) Elizabeth Green  
   
Thursday, October 16th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Helen Cheeney (D) Pam & Ed Cheeney  
Rom 3:21-30; Lk 11:47-54  [H] 12:15 p.m. Pamela Van Eikeren (L) Patricia M. Cappy  
 
Friday, October 17th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Ulises Gallegos (D) Genoveva Garcia  
Rom 4:1-8; Lk 12:1-7  [H] 12:15 p.m. Diana Wyllie (D) Carol Colby  

 
Saturday, October 18th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Margaret Sturges (D)  Mike & Susan Foster 
2 Tm 4:10-17b; Lk 10:1-9 

 [M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church 
(L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 

To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 4 p.m. on Thursday, 

9 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

 
Knights’ Corner 

Across our nation, many traditional service clubs have faced decades 
of declining membership. Organizations such as Rotary, Kiwanis, and 

even some Knights of Columbus councils have felt this challenge. 

Yet here in Bend, we have been blessed with a different story. 
Our council continues to grow, bucking national trends and standing as a 

testament to the strength of our fraternity and the power of our faith. 

This growth is not by chance—it is because we are offering Catholic men something 
deeper than simple membership. We offer them a chance to strengthen their faith, 

to grow in leadership, and to serve others in ways that are both meaningful and spiritual. 

In a world that often feels fractured, the call to live out our Catholic values 
through service is more urgent than ever. As we approach Columbus Day, 

let us take inspiration from the courage and vision of Christopher Columbus, 
who set out on a bold journey into the unknown. Like him, we too are on a journey— 

a journey of faith, service, and fraternity.  

Let us walk together with courage, guided always by Christ, 
as we continue building up our Church and our community. 

Vivat Jesus, 
Andrew Untermeyer 

Grand Knight, Council 1872 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday         

Tuesday   10–11 a.m.      

Wednesday        4–5 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday           5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m. 

Friday     10–11 a.m.      

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 
  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
    $1,026,490                   $1,002,090   ($24,400)  

Our Christmas Faire & Crafts Event 

The big day is Saturday, November 1st, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

in the Community Center. 

This is what we need from you: 

➢ Bake Sale Homemade Items—Drop off homemade cookies, cakes, pies, breads, and 
candies at the Parish Office Thursday, October 30th, between 8:30 a.m. & 4 p.m., or 
Friday, October 31st, by Noon (Office closure). 

➢ Kid’s $1 Store—Drop off any items you have that can be sold in the Kid’s $1 store. 
We’re looking for items for moms, dads, brothers, sisters, etc. 

➢ $1 Raffle Tickets—Purchase Raffle Tickets for Grocery Store gift cards, Gas gift cards, 
and a Visa gift card which will be sold on the weekends of October 11/12, 18/19 and 
25/26 after Masses and are available at the front desk or from many parishioners. 

➢ Silent Auction Items—If you own a business, you can donate a gift basket or gift card. 

➢ Volunteers—More volunteers are needed to make this Christmas Faire the best ever! 

Alyson: (541) 508-9321 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

October 4–5, 2025 $16,685 $25,774 ($9,089) $1,002,090 

September 27–28,2025 $27,041 $25,774 $1,267 $1,985,405 

September 20–21, 2025 $23,822 $25,774 ($1,952) $1,958,364 

September 13–14, 2025 $35,592 $25,774 $9,818 $1,934,542 



SVdP October Cereal Food Drive 
You can make a difference and help 
our Neighbors in Need. This month, 
St. Vincent de Paul–Bend is requesting 
boxed cereals, oatmeal, and ramen 
noodles. For more ways to get in-
volved: www.stvincentdepaulbend.org. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
FD2. It’s free, but please use the Faith Formation 
online registration to update your contact information 
and get parent permission on file for us. 

Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, ado-
ration, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese of Baker High School Retreat, 
and the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference.  

For questions, please contact Janet Deppmeier at 
the Parish Office. 

Adult Volunteers Are Needed 
Faith Formation for children and youth 
is looking for adult volunteers to be 
available to substitute and to assist in 
classes.  

Please contact Janet for more in-
formation or to get started on volunteer 
training. 

First Christmas Basket 
Food Drive Meeting 

Join us on Monday, October 20th, at 
6 p.m., in the FD3 room and help 
plan this year’s Christmas food and 
toy project. For more information, 
send an email to Gina Lorenz at: 
gmlorenz63@gmail.com.  

Breakfast Burritos 
Those fabulous Knights of Columbus Chefs will cook 
up breakfast for us after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses 
on the first Sundays of every month. Yum! 

40 Days for Life 2025 
The Fall Campaign  
is on until Sunday,  
November 2nd. We  
are holding a peaceful 
and prayerful presence 
(along with fasting) in 
front of Planned Parent-

hood on Division Street, organized by Central Oregon 
Right to Life.  

For more information, please send an email to: 
40daysforlifeinbendoregon@gmail.com, or call (541) 
306-5531. To sign-up: centraloregonrighttolife.org. 
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Bishop Thomas Hennen’s Episcopal Ordination Ceremony on Monday, September 29, 2025. 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
Welcome back to a new year! All college students  
and college-aged young adults (18–29) are encour-
aged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@focus.org 
or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults. There are regular fun activities such 
as game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month from 11:45 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office. For more 
information, please email Mary McGlone 
at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to an hour of Adoration, please 
email Judy Kennedy at: judyekennedy@icloud.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare 
Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the 
womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us.  

For more information, please send an email to 
Terry O’Neil at: menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies of 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish! 

Please join us on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of the month in the Faith Development 
Room #3 at 2 p.m.  For more information, 
please send an mail to Sherry Rice at: 
srice@bendbroadband. com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Please reach out 
to either Emily or Ashley for more information and 
for the meeting location. Send an email to Emily at: 
emily.rastovich@gmail.com or send an email to 
Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

7 

 

 

2025/2026 

Thank you to all the golfers for making our 3rd Annual St. Francis Cup a huge success. Special thanks to all the volunteers, Lost Tracks 
Golf Course, Lava Lanes, our Event Sponsor, and Danielle Abedrabbo for setting up this event for us. A big congratulations to El Rancho 
Grande as well for taking home the trophy. Hope to see you all again next year! 

 

If you are interested in being a business sponsor, please scan the QR code at right 
for additional information or send an email to development@saintfrancisschool.net.   ► 

 
 

   October 17th is Grandparents/Special Friends Day!  
   ◄   Scan the QR code at left for more information. 

 
 

If you would like more information about the school,  
please go to: saintfrancisschool.net. At right is a QR  
code to our yearly magazine. ► 
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