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SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice: machisub@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 
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Advent Is Not Christmas: Preparing a Gift for the Christ Child 

E 
very year, the world begins celebrating Christmas long 
before December 25th. The music, decorations, lights, 

parties, and shopping appear sometimes even before Thanks-
giving. It becomes easy—even for us Catholics—to think 
that Advent is simply “the Christmas Season.” 

But Advent is not Christmas. Advent is a sacred waiting, 
a season of holy preparation, a time the Church gives us to 
ready our hearts for the coming of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas celebrates that He has come; Advent prepares 
us to receive Him. 

In the Catholic Church, the tone of Advent is quiet, ex-
pectant, hopeful. The colors are deep violet and rose. The 
Gloria is set aside. The readings speak of prophets, longing, 
and watchfulness. The prayers are full of the word “come.” 

Advent teaches us a profound spiritual truth: If I do not 
prepare room in my heart, I may miss the One who comes. 

Just like Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the Magi, we 
must journey toward the manger—not rushed, not distracted 
but awake and ready. 

Advent—A Season to Make Space 
Imagine your home before a special guest arrives. You 
straighten the living room, clear the table, light a candle, 
maybe even set out the best dishes. You prepare because 
you want the guest to feel welcome. 

Advent asks the same of us spiritually: “Is there room in 
the inn of my heart for Jesus?” This is why Advent focuses 
on watchfulness (staying spiritually awake), conversion 
(cleaning out what clutters the soul), hope (believing that 
Christ comes to heal and save). 

Before the joy of Christmas comes the discipline of Ad-
vent; before celebration comes preparation; before the feast 
comes the hunger. And this preparation is not meant to bur-
den us, it is meant to free us: to slow down, to reflect, to 
pray more, to simplify, to breathe again. 

Christmas Is God Giving His Gift to Us 
Christmas is the day God gives His greatest gift: His Son. 
Not a symbol, not a reminder, not a message—a Person. 
God Himself becomes small enough to be held in human 
arms.  

But then Advent invites us to ask a beautiful question  
in return: “What gift will I give to the Baby Jesus this 
Christmas?” Not a gift under a tree, not a wrapped present, 
but a gift of the heart—something real, something personal, 
something that costs us a little. 

Just as the Magi brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
we too can bring our gifts—not physical treasures, but spir-
itual ones. Here are some possibilities for your reflection: 

1. A Gift of Time 
Maybe Jesus is asking:  
 “Will you spend a few more minutes with Me in prayer?” 
 “Will you visit Me in the Blessed Sacrament?”  
 “Will you come to Sunday Mass with your whole heart?” 

Time is one of the most  pre-
cious gifts we can give—because 
it is the one thing we cannot replace. 

2. A Gift of Reconciliation 
Perhaps the most beautiful gift you can place before the 
manger is a heart made new: going to Confession, forgiving 
someone, letting go of resentment, asking forgiveness 
where needed. 

Jesus came to heal, to reconcile, to bring peace. He re-
joices when we offer Him a heart that has chosen peace 
over bitterness. 

3. A Gift of Compassion 
Jesus said, “Whatever you do for the least of these, you do 
for me.” So your gift might be: helping a family in need, 
being more patient at home, calling someone who is lonely, 
giving generously and quietly. Every act of love becomes a 
ray of light in the manger. 

4. A Gift of Self-Control or Sacrifice 
Maybe the baby Jesus is asking you to let go of something 
that takes up too much space in your heart: complaining, 
impatience, gossip, excessive screen time, unhealthy habits. 
These sacrifices open room for grace. 

5. A Gift of Trust 
Perhaps what Jesus desires most is something simple but 
profound: your trust. To say: “Lord, I don’t have everything 
figured out, but I place my life in Your hands.”  

To surrender a fear, a worry, or a burden at His feet is a 
powerful offering. 

Advent Changes Christmas 
When we truly live Advent—slowly, prayerfully, intention-
ally—Christmas is transformed. It becomes more than a 
holiday. It becomes an encounter. A moment of grace. A 
birth inside our own souls.  

The real question of Advent is not: 
 

 “Is my house decorated?” 
  “Do I have all my gifts bought?” 
 “Is everything ready for the party?” 

The real question is: 

“Is my heart ready to receive Christ?” 

And so, each day of Advent, we can pray: 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
Show me the gift You desire from me this Christmas. 

Prepare my heart to welcome You. 

W 
hen Christmas dawns and we kneel before the man-
ger, we will not come empty-handed. We will come 

offering something real, something from the heart—a gift 
for the Child who came to save us. 

—Fr. Victor Mena 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, November 29th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Ken Shrader (D) Mike Castro-Shrader 
Is 2:1-5; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 
 
Sunday, November 30th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Jeffrey Rasmussen (D) St. Francis Parish 
Is 2:1-5  [M] 10:00 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Rom 13:11-14 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Francisco Ortega (D) Ceberiana Ortega 
Mt 24:37-44  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Dean Martin (D) Cristina Martin  
 
Monday, December 1st  [C]   7:00 a.m. —NO MASS— 
Is 4:2-6; Mt 8:5-11  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, December 2nd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Cruz/Elizalde Families (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24  [H] 12:15 p.m. Micah Andrew Bland (D) Cheryl O’Donnell 
 
Wednesday, December 3rd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37   [H] 12:15 p.m. Lilia Canuto (D) Maria Hammack   
   
Thursday, December 4th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27  [H] 12:15 p.m. Francisco Ortega (D) Ceberiana Ortega 
 
Friday, December 5th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31  [H] 12:15 p.m. Bill Callender (D) Sue Callender 

 
Saturday, December 6th  [H]  8:00 a.m. Salesian Sisters St. Clare Helpers  
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8    of John Bosco (L) 

[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church  (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631\ by 4 p.m. 

on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

 

Knights’ Corner 
Knights of Columbus Council 1872 

Charity stands as one of the founding principles of the Knights of Columbus. As a fraternal 
organization, we actively support several local charities whose missions align closely with our 
Catholic values and beliefs—including St. Vincent de Paul, Habitat for Humanity, the Pregnancy 
Resource Center, and the Bethlehem Inn. 

While the Knights of Columbus is not itself a charity, we are deeply committed to serving 
those in need. Through our partnership with the Diocese of Baker’s Legacy of Faith Foundation 
Fund, any charitable contributions made to the K of C 1872 Designated Fund can directly benefit 
the organizations we support on a regular basis. 

For those who are over age 70.5 years and wish to make Qualified Charitable Distributions, 
and may have required minimum IRA disbursements, this can be an excellent way to direct 
funds toward meaningful, faith-based causes in collaboration with our local K of C members. 

We would also like to extend our heartfelt thanks to three anonymous donors who recently 
helped jump-start our account. Your generosity inspires us all.  

For details, contact Mark French with the Diocese of Baker LFF at (541) 388-4004 or Matt 
Deppmeier at (541) 904-5548. 

Vivat Jesus, 
Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday         

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.  3–4 p.m. 4–5 p.m.   

Wednesday     3–4 p.m.    5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday      1–2 p.m.   5–6 p.m.  

Friday 8–9 a.m.          

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 
  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
     $1,206,878      $1,176,343   ($30,535) 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

November 22–23, 2025 $35,374 $25,774 $9,600 $1,176,343 

November 15–16, 2025 $  9,598 $25,774 ($16,176) $1,140,969 

November 8–9, 2025 $29,070 $25,774 $3,296 $1,131,371 

November 1–2, 2025 $25,397 $25,774 ($377) $1,102,301 

 

The Christmas Faire Total 
After all expenses, the total donation to the Historic Church is: $9,455.49. A great big Thank You to all 
the volunteers who gave countless hours for its success—the Christmas Faire Committee, the Hispanic 
Community, the Knights of Columbus—and all those who helped us set up and break down. We are 
truly grateful for all of your dedication and hard work. 

— Blessings, Alyson Annunziata and Sue Wellman — 



Christmas Cards 
The Knights of Columbus Christmas Card Sales is 
this weekend, November 29/30, after all the Masses 
at the 27th Street Church, through the weekend of 
December 6/7; also available at the Parish Office. 

Christmas Luncheon 
All the women of the parish are invited to the Altar 
Society’s Annual Christmas Luncheon on Wednes-
day, December 3rd, at 1 p.m., at Chan’s Chinese 
Restaurant. For reservations, call Judy Kennedy at 
(541) 389-5964 by Monday, December 1st. 

All-Night Vigil of Reparation 
The All-Night Vigil is on Friday, December 5th, 
starting at 6 p.m., at the Historic Church, and con-
cludes on Saturday morning with the Holy Mass 
celebrated at 8 a.m. at the Historic Church. 

Christmas Flowers 
The Altar Society will collect money for Christmas 
flowers after Mass on the weekends of December 6/7 
and December 13/14. Thank you for your generosity. 

Parish Office Closed 
In observance of The Immaculate Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Parish Office will be 
closed on Monday, December 8th.  

The Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary is on Monday, December 8th. 
This Holy Day of Obligation proclaims our belief that 
Mary was conceived without sin. Under the title of  
the Immaculate Conception, Mary is the patroness of 
the United States. 

Mass Schedule: 

  7:00 a.m. — 27th Street Church 
12:15 p.m. — Historic Church 
  5:30 p.m. — 27th Street Church 
  7:00 p.m. — 27th Street  Church (Spanish Mass) 

Important Upcoming Raffles! 
The Chavez family has been carrying out a tradition 
for several years of raffling off an image of our Lady 
of Guadalupe on Friday, December 12th, after the  
dinner in the Parish Community Center to help with 
the expenses of the restoration of the Historic Church. 
This year, they are also raffling off a crocheted figure 
(20 inches tall) of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  

The tickets are $5 each and can be purchased on 
the day of the event or by calling Margarita Garcia 
at (541) 633-9317. 

Advent Reconciliation 
with Visiting Priests 

Advent Reconciliation with Visiting Priests is on 
Tuesday, December 16th, at the 27th Street Church, 
as follows: 3 to 4:30 p.m. and 6 to 7:30 p.m.  

Christmas Basket Food Drive 
Please continue to bring in sugar, flour, cooking oil, 
peanut butter, jam or jelly, rice, pancake mix, and 
syrup.                                                                             

Monetary donations are also needed to purchase 
ham, produce, eggs and dairy products.  

Please write “Christmas Baskets” on the memo line 
of your check or donate using Online Giving under 
“Christmas Baskets” at the bottom of the fund drop-
down menu. 

Applications to receive a food basket are available 
at the Parish Office and online at the Parish Website. 

Please sign up your family or someone you know 
who is in need of food assistance in the Bend area. 

Many volunteers will be needed to deliver 
baskets on Saturday, December 20th. 

If you have any questions, email Gina Lorenz at: 
gmlorenz63@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity! 

 —The Christmas Basket Team 

4 Stages of Marriage 
Is it time for you and your spouse 

to work on your Marriage together? 
The 4 Stages of Marriage are: (1) Romance, (2) Disillu-
sionment, (3) Misery, and (4) Awakening. Many mar-
riages experience the first three Stages. Marriages that 
end in divorce never make it to the 4th Stage of Awak-
ening. Don’t give up without learning about the 4th 
Stage of Awakening.  

If your marriage suffers from Disillusionment or 
Misery please contact Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-
vi with a long i). 

Join Oregon Retrouvaille as we host a working 
weekend for couples struggling in their marriages by 
couples who have been there in the struggle. Come 
January 30–February 1, 2026, in Canby, Oregon. 

For confidential information about or to register for 
the program call 1 (503) 225-9191 or send an email to: 
StevenAndSuzanne@helpourmarriage.org or visit us at 
Helpourmarriage.org. 

Save the Date! 
Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei High School invites 
you to our Annual Vision Dinner: “A Joyful Adven-
ture” on Saturday, February 7th, at the Bend Elks 
Lodge. Enjoy an evening of fellowship and inspiration! 
Learn more at: chestertonmaterdei.org. 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
All college students and college-aged young adults 
(18–29) are encouraged to email evan.melchior@  
focus.org or celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults for regular fun activities such as 
game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans 
meet on the 3rd Sunday of the 
month from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
(Note time change to 11:30 instead  
of 11:45 a.m.) at the Parish Office.      
For more information, please  
send an email to Mary McGlone  
at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30–8 p.m. in FD2. 
Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, Adora-
tion, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese High School Retreat, and ICYC. 
Call Janet at the Parish Office for more information. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare 
Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the 
womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives  
and having a brotherhood to support us. For more in-
formation, please send an email to Terry O’Neil at: 
menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

         St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Please join us on the 2nd & 4th 
Tuesdays of the month in the Faith De-
velopment Room #3 at 2 p.m. For more 
information, send an email to: Sherry 
Rice at srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Please reach out 
to either Emily at: emily.rastovich@gmail.com or 
Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation and the meeting location. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 
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2025/2026 

Kindergarten put together an awesome performance called 
“Arthur’s Thanksgiving.” For being in kindergarten, they did 
a great job projecting their voices for all to hear and memo-
rized their lines. All I have to say is, “Wow!” 

 
The St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School would like to thank all 
the Parishioners, the Parish, and the businesses that have sup-
ported our school this past year and will continue to in the years 
to come. We really appreciate the support and kindness provided 
to us. We are giving back to the community with each class doing 
a community service project ,and we have several school-wide 
community service projects. For example, we collected gently 
used clothing and coats that we donated to the Bethlehem Inn. 
Our new service project for the month of December is to collect 
nonperishable foods for St. Francis of Assisi Food Baskets and 
new toys. 

Please bring your donations of sugar, flour, cooking oil, pea-
nut butter, jam or jelly, pancake mix, syrup, toothbrushes & 
toothpaste, and/or new toys to the School Office. 
 

Thank you to all who ordered Christmas Wreaths. You may 
pick them up on Monday, December 1st, 3 to 4 p.m., or on 
December 3rd & 4th—all day at the School’s Main Office. 

We held a Mother/Daughter and Father/Son night in the Com-
munity Center on Friday, November 14th. The parents and 
children had a great time making Christmas ornaments and 
snow globes while watching the “Elf” movie and eating pizza.  
 

 

Why Should You Choose 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 

High academic standards, holistic approach to education,  
character and values education, strong sense of community,  
a safe and disciplined setting, a diverse and inclusive setting, 
focus on preparing your student for high school, technology 
incorporated into the classroom, extracurricular activities,  
dedicated and passionate teachers, consistent learning envir-
onment, positive school culture, parental involvement, lifelong 
benefits of values-based education, and small class sizes. 

 
If you are interested in becoming a  
business sponsor, please scan the QR 
code for additional information or send 
an email to DANIELLE ABEDRABBO at: 
development@saintfrancisschool.net. 
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