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Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 
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Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 
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Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Consolata: cmogoa@gmail.com  

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 

November 2, 2025 
All Souls Day

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 

(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 
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The Day of the Dead: An Example  
of Inculturation in the Catholic Church  

T 
he Day of the Dead, celebrated especially in 
Mexico and other Latin American countries,  
is one of the people’s most profound cultural 

expressions. This festivity, which combines indige-
nous and Christian elements, reflects the people’s faith 
in eternal life and communion with the departed. Far 
from being a mere popular tradition, the Day of the 
Dead represents a process of inculturation in which 
the Gospel has been received, expressed, and cele-
brated within a specific culture—illuminating its sym-
bols and values through the light of Christian faith. 
 
A. The Christian Meaning of Inculturation: The Catho-
lic Church has recognized the importance of welcoming 
and purifying the cultural expressions of peoples within  
her evangelizing mission.  

Pope Paul VI, in his exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi 
(1975), teaches that “Evangelization loses much of its  
power and effectiveness if it does not take into account the 
people to whom it is addressed, if it does not use their lan-
guage, their signs, and their symbols” (EN 63). 

Inculturation is not merely an external adaptation but 
an inner transformation of cultural values in the light of the 
Gospel. St. John Paul II defines inculturation as “The in-
carnation of the Gospel in native cultures and, at the same 
time, the introduction of these cultures into the life of the 
Church” (Redemptoris Missio, 52). 

From this perspective, the Day of the Dead appears as  
a concrete example of how Christian faith has penetrated 
the indigenous worldview, giving new meaning to ancient 
rites related to death and life after death. 
 
B. Indigenous Roots and Christian Transformation: 
Before the arrival of Christianity, the native peoples of  
Meso-America already had rituals dedicated to the dead, 
understood as part of a natural and spiritual cycle. With 
evangelization, these rites were embraced by the Church 
and purified in the light of faith in the resurrection of the 
dead and the communion of saints. 

The Catholic celebrations of All Saints’ Day (Novem-
ber 1st) and the Commemoration of All the Faithful De-
parted (November 2nd) provided a liturgical framework  
in which the people could express their remembrance of 
ancestors—not from a cyclical view of time—but from the 
Christian hope in eternal life. 

The altar or ofrenda, for example, which originally 
served to spiritually nourish the departed, became a do-
mestic altar of prayer, where images of Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, the saints, and photos of deceased loved ones are 
placed. The presence of the crucifix, bread, and candles 
evokes the redemptive sacrifice of Christ and the light of 
faith that conquers the darkness of death. 

C. Theological and Pastoral Vision: According to the 
Aparecida Document, “Inculturation does not mean mere 
adaptation, but an interior transformation of authentic cul-
tural values through their integration into Christianity, and 
the rooting of Christianity in the various human cultures”  
(DA 479). 

The Day of the Dead, therefore, expresses this “interior 
transformation:” respect for the deceased, the importance 
of family, and the continuity of life are deeply human val-
ues that Christianity elevates with the truth of the Gospel. 

Far from being a superstition, when celebrated with 
faith, the Day of the Dead becomes an act of Christian 
hope, a recognition that death does not have the last word. 

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches: 
“Communion with the dead . . . joins us in the same charity 
and helps us on our way to the Kingdom” (CCC 958). 
 
D. Challenges and Pastoral Discernment: However, the 
Church also calls for discernment. Pope Francis warns that 
true inculturation must never lose the core of the Gospel: 
“Faith cannot be imposed from without; it must be born 
and grow from within” (Evangelii Gaudium, 236). 

Therefore, pastoral agents must accompany the people 
in these cultural expressions, promoting catechesis on eter-
nal life and the communion of saints, while avoiding magi-
cal or superstitious interpretations.  

When the Day of the Dead is lived as a time to pray for 
the faithful departed, visit cemeteries, and affirm hope in 
the Resurrection, it becomes a truly Christian celebration. 
 

T 
he Day of the Dead is a living testimony of 
how Christian faith can dialogue with cultures, 
purify them, and enrich them with the light of 

the Gospel.  
In this feast, Latin American peoples express their 

faith in eternal life, their family love, and their com-
munion with the departed—all within a form that is 
profoundly their own. 

Thus, this feast stands as a luminous example of 
inculturation, in which Christianity does not destroy 
what it encounters but assumes, redeems, and elevates 
it. As Pope Francis affirms, “Grace supposes culture, 
and the gift of God is incarnate in the culture of those 
who receive it” (Evangelii Gaudium, 115). 

In the Day of the Dead, the Church finds a living 
opportunity for evangelization—where memory, art, 
family, and faith intertwine to joyfully proclaim: 

“Christ has conquered death and has opened 
for us the gates of eternal life.” 

—Fr. Victor Mena 



ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 3 

Saturday Vigil Mass, November 1st  [M]   5:00 p.m. Tommy Creedican (D) Kathy Skidmore 
Wis 3:1-9; Rom 6:3-9; Jn 6:37-40     
 
Sunday, November 2nd  [M]   7:30 a.m. Sheila Lynn Kelly (D) Lovedana Volpe 
Wis 3:1-9  [M] 10:00 a.m. Barbara Koegler (D) Srs. of Mary of Kakamega 
Rom 6:3-9 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Jn 6:37-40  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Exau Garcia (L) Genoveva Garcia  
 
Monday, November 3rd  [C]   7:00 a,m. —NO MASS— 
Rom 11:29-36; Lk 14:12-14  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, November 4th  [C]   7:00 a,m. —NO MASS— 
Rom 12:5-16ab; Lk 14:15-24  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Wednesday, November 5th  [C]   7:00 a,m. —NO MASS— 
Rom 13:8-10; Lk 14:25-33  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS—   
 
Thursday, November 6th  [C]   7:00 a,m. —NO MASS— 
Rom 14:7-12; Lk 15:1-10  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Friday, October 7th  [C]   7:00 a,m. —NO MASS— 
Rom 15:14-21; Lk 16:1-8  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 

 
Saturday, November 8th  [H]  8:00 a.m. —NO MASS— 

[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church  (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631\ by 4 p.m. 

on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

 
Knights’ Corner 

Knights of Columbus Council 1872 

Brothers and Families, 

Your Knights have recently been busy living out our mission of Faith in Action— 
assisting with parking duties during the Bishop’s Ordination, hosting a Family Night “Burger Feed,” 

and distributing warm coats to children in need through our 
“Coats for Kids” Program. 

As we look ahead, our calendar remains full of opportunities to serve. 
In the coming months, we’ll be assisting with the Bend Christmas Parade, 

selling Christmas Cards, and serving food at the Christmas Faire 
and several Parish Breakfasts. 

Each of these activities provides a wonderful opportunity for us as fathers to involve our children 
in service. Believe me—moms will appreciate having a few hours to themselves! 

More importantly, these experiences teach our kids the joy and value of giving back to the community. 

So, the next time a volunteer opportunity arises, bring your child along. 
We’ve seen the children of Knights lending a hand at many of our events, and it’s 

inspiring to watch. The Knights of Columbus are all about Faith, Family, and Fraternity, 
and we’d love to see more of our families serving side by side. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight, Council 1872 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday    1–2 p.m.     

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.   4–5 p.m.   

Wednesday     3–4 p.m.    5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday      1–2 p.m.   5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m 

Friday 8–9 a.m.          

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 
  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
    $1,103,812      $1,076,904   ($26,908) 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

October 25–26, 2025 $34,755 $25,774 $8,981 $1,076,904 

October 18–19, 2025 $15,678 $25,774 ($10,096) $1,042,149 

October 11–12, 2025 $24,381 $25,774 ($1,393) $1,026,471 

October 4–5, 2025 $16,685 $25,774 ($9,089) $1,002,090 

 

Friday, 6:30 p.m. – Sunday, 1 p.m. 

This Retreat is supported by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 



November Daily Masses 
While Fr. Victor takes a much-needed family vaca-
tion, there will be no Daily Masses during the first 
week of November (3rd through the 8th). 

From November 11th through the 21st, we will 
have our regularly scheduled Masses at 12:15 p.m., 
but no Daily Masses in the mornings. 

We will have regularly scheduled Adoration dur-
ing Fr. Victor’s absence. 

All-Night Vigil of Adoration 
The 1st Friday All-Night  
Vigil is on Friday, November 
7th, starting at 6 p.m. at the 
Historic Church. The Vigil  
will conclude at 8 a.m. on  
Saturday, November 8th. 
However, there will not be a 
Mass at the Historic Church 
that morning. 

Lost and Found Items 
If you have lost anything in the past few months, 
please stop by the Parish Office during regular busi-
ness hours to see if it’s in the “Lost and Found Bin.” 
We will be putting all these items out in the narthex 
on the weekend of November 8th/9th for people to 
claim their lost items.  

Items not claimed will be donated to the LaPine 
St. Vincent de Paul truck. 

Veterans Day Parish Office Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed, and there will be no 
Adoration on Tuesday, November 11th, in ob-
servance of Veterans Day. 

Veterans Day Mass 
The 4th Degree Knights of Columbus 
is offering a special Veterans Day 
Mass at 12:15 p.m. following the 
Veterans Parade on Tuesday, No-
vember 11th, at the Historic Church 
to honor all veterans—both living and 
deceased. Plan to be there for this spe-
cial holiday Mass. 

Youth Confirmation Candidates 
1. Remind your sponsors to send in their Sponsor 
Form with their certificates. 

2. Parent–Child Confirmation Workshop is on Sun-
day, November 16th, from 2 to 3:30 p.m., or on 
Monday, November 17th, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.  

For questions, please call Janet Deppmeier at the 
Parish Office. 

Thanksgiving Day Mass & Adoration 
On Thursday, November 27th, we will celebrate a 
bilingual Thanksgiving Day Mass at 10 a.m. in the 
Main Church. However, there will be no Adoration 
on the Thanksgiving Holidays, Thursday, November 
27th, and Friday, November 28th.  

Thanksgiving Parish Office Closure 
In observance of the Thanksgiving 
holiday, the Parish Office will be 
closed Thursday, November 27th, 
and Friday, November 28th.  

The office will reopen on Mon-
day, December 1st. 

Adult Volunteers Are Needed 
Faith Formation for children and youth is looking for 
adult volunteers to be available to substitute and to as-
sist in classes. Please contact Janet at the Parish Office 
for more information or to get started on volunteer 
training. 

You and Costco Can Help! 
Do you shop at Costco once a week, once a month, 
every two weeks, as I do? Recently I discovered that 
Costco features over 100 non-perishable food items for 
$9.99 or less.  

I've decided to buy at least one item to place in the 
St. Vincent de Paul donation bins at St. Francis every 
time I shop at Costco. 

Please consider spending $10 each time you shop  
at Costco to help feed the hungry in our community—
especially during this coming holiday season. SVdP 
drop boxes are available in the Narthex. Thank you! 

—An Anonymous Parishioner 

Save the Date! 
Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei 
High School invites you to our Annual 
Vision Dinner: “A Joyful Adventure” 
on Saturday, February 7th, at the 
Bend Elks Lodge. Enjoy an evening 
of fellowship and inspiration! Learn 
more at: chestertonmaterdei.org. 

SVdP November Sock Drive 
Fall is upon us and, with the cooler temperatures, the 
need for warm socks and underwear is great. Can you 
help keep our neighbors warm this season?  

Please use the food bins located in the narthex of 
both the 27th Street Church and the Historic Church to 
drop off your new or lightly used items. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

—Debra Di Paola, SVdP Volunteer 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
All college students and college-aged young adults 
(18–29) are encouraged to email evan.melchior@  
focus.org or celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults for regular fun activities such as 
game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month from 11:45 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office. For more 
information, please email Mary McGlone 
at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in 
FD2. Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, 
adoration, service projects, outings, visits to neighbor-
ing parishes, the Diocese of Baker High School Re-
treat, and the Idaho Catholic Youth Conference 
(ICYC). For questions, call Janet at the Parish Office. 

Faith Formation for children and youth is looking 
for adult volunteers to be available to substitute and to 
assist in classes. Please contact Janet at the Parish 
Office to get started on volunteer training. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare 
Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the 
womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us.  

For more information, please send an email to 
Terry O’Neil at: menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Please join us on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month in the Faith Devel-
opment Room #3 at 2 p.m.  For more infor-
mation, please send an mail to Sherry Rice 
at: srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
We meet on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Please reach out 
to either Emily at: emily.rastovich@gmail.com or 
Ashley at: ashleygage05@yahoo.com for more infor-
mation and the meeting location. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

7 

 

 

2025/2026 

► MEET WITH MR. LEE IN THE COMMUNITY CENTER AFTER THE 10AM MASS THIS NOVEMBER 2ND! ◄ 

What a great turnout for our Grandparent’s/Special Persons Day! Everyone really enjoyed the Mini Concert our School Choir 
performed, with a special song written by Ms. Rastovich and our students. A special Thank You to Ms. Rastovich, 

Mrs. Abedrabbo, and our parent volunteers who made this day a huge success. 
We had more than 200 attendees at our Harvest Festival this year. 

Thank You to the Parents of St. Francis for organizing this event for our School and Parish families. 
Everyone had a great time!  

         
 

Charleston Wrap is Here! We are excited to bring back the Charleston Wrap Fundraiser this holiday season. 
It’s a great way to check off some of those people on your list. Keep an eye out for the catalog coming 
home with your child next Tuesday. There will be a display table by the Main Office of just some of the 
items that you can purchase this year. The fundraiser will run from October 26th to November12th! 

 
It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year: Christmas Wreaths for Sale 
It's that time of year again to place your orders for St. Francis’ Christmas Wreath fundraiser. Order sales  
can be placed until Wednesday, November 12th. Wreath pickup will be on Monday, December 1st,  
from 3 to 4 p.m., through Wednesday, December 3rd, from 9 to 4 p.m. Please scan the QR code.  

If you are interested in being a business sponsor, email Danielle Abedrabbo at development@saintfrancisschool.net.  

 

mailto:development@saintfrancisschool.net


 


