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Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 
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Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Mowery Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

Submit ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BY 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAY—8 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website  

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice Ataku: beatriceataku7@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

Grief Ministry: Mary McGlone (253) 232-6789 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–TH: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

to accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

June 29, 2025 
Solemnity of  

St. Peter and St. Paul
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N ot having missed the Pastor’s Page even for a sin-
gle week in the last 9 years, I am happy to write 

the last one. I came to the United States in 2007. A 
week after I arrived, I was appointed Pastor at Holy 
Redeemer Church in La Pine with 3 Missions.  

After being there for 5 years, I was unexpectedly 
transferred to Blessed Sacrament Church in Ontario.  
I barely completed 4 years there when I was asked to 
take up Bend due to the abrupt departure of Fr. Julian. 
I was not fully aware of all the implications of that 
move. 

When I arrived at St. Francis in July of 2016, I 
found a church that was struggling to pay its monthly 
mortgage of $28,000 on the loan it had taken to build 
the new church on 27th Street and generate enough 
tithing to pay for its daily operations. The church still 
had a $3.1 million loan to pay. Besides, there were al-
so several nervous parishioners who dreaded to see the 
Historic Church being sold to pay off the loan.  

The St. Francis School went up to only the 6th 
grade, with a total of 98 students when I arrived. There 
were 4 full-time parish staff and 2 part-time. It was a 
parish that was just beginning to heal and come to-
gether after having gone through a very turbulent time 
a couple of years prior to my arrival. 

I have been here now for 9 years—the longest I’ve 
ever been in any church. We have come a long way 
from where we have been 9 years ago. I spent several 
months listening and getting feedback from you and 
several hours in prayer to discern the direction to take. 
Then I presented a 10-year vision for St. Francis: first 
to the parish council; then to a mortgage elimination 
committee; then a select group of people and then to 
all. It consisted of a plan to pay off the mortgage in 5 
years, recruiting nuns to teach in the school, building a 
rectory at the new church, opening another access to 
the new church, renovating and restoring the Historic 
Church, making the School financially stable, increas-
ing the student enrollment to 200, complete several 
differed maintenance works, building community, ini-
tiating faith development activities, and deepening the 
love for the Eucharist. Together we have achieved 
most of it. I am very grateful for your sacrifices and 
support to make this vision a reality. It has proved that 
when we make a little sacrifice and do our share, the 
Lord will put in His share, and what happens next is 
almost miraculous.  

We have had several retreats, conferences, parish 
missions, bible studies, book studies, and prayer 
events to grow in faith. After the first retreat 8 years 
ago, we began the all-night adoration on every first 
Friday of the month which still continues, and I hope  
it continues even after I leave. The Eucharistic Adora-
tion M–F and benediction at the end of all weekend 
Masses once a month have helped to deepen our love 
for the Lord in the Eucharistic. We have grown from 
1,645 households to 2,250 households in 9 years.  

We have had many community building events 
apart from providing coffee and doughnuts after the 
morning Masses on Sundays which has seen huge 
growth that has provided opportunities for fellow- 
ship. We paid off the entire debt in less than 3 years—
earlier than we made plans for—and Divine Provi-
dence sent us the Salesian nuns to teach in the school 
much sooner than expected, and we built a convent for 
them.  

We opened two new accesses to the 27th Street 
facility, upgraded the heating system, and replaced the 
office entrance with a heated sidewalk at a cost of 
about $350,000. The new rectory was completed and 
blessed in 2022. We replaced the failing retaining wall 
at the Historic Church, replaced the sidewalk with a 
heated walkway, and completed its renovation and  
restoration a month ago at the cost of $4 million. We 
have raised about $8 million in the last 9 years without 
hurting the daily operations of the church. That is a 
testimony to your incredible generosity. I am very 
grateful for your trust in me, your sacrifices and your 
generosity. 

Our operating reserve increased 5 times to $760,000 
from what we had 9 years ago. We have built up a capi-
tal improvement reserve of $280,000 and a scholarship 
fund of $300,000. And the school is in a much better 
place financially. It has built up a healthy operating 
reserve of $700,000 and gave back $300,000 to the 
Foundation. And thanks to some parents, the Catholic 
High School of Mater Dei will open this fall. I cannot 
thank you all enough for your incredible sacrifices and 
generosity. As the life, activities, and the ministries 
grew in the parish, we had to grow its staffing as well. 
The staffing has doubled to meet the demands of vari-
ous ministries. Apart from the two priests, today we 
have 7 full-time staff and 4 part-time staff. 

(Continued on page 3) 
 

A Farewell Note with Deep Gratitude 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, June 28th  [M]   5:00 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Roga 
Acts 12:1-11; 2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
 
Sunday, June 29th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Fr. Victor Mena Martinez (L) Patricia M. Cappy 
Acts 12:1-11  [M] 10:00 a.m. Irene Pollack Shuirman (D) Margie Pollack 
2 Tim 4:6-8, 17-18;  (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Dick Williams (D) Sharlyn Williams 
Mt 16:13-19  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Eugenio, Sr. & Pastora Amon (D) Maria Swisher 
 
Monday, June 30th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D)  Patricia M. Cappy 
Gn 18:16-33; Mt 8:18-22  [H] 12:15 p.m. Gabriela Berenguer (D)  Bob & Margie Pollack 
 
Tuesday, July 1st  [C]   7:00 a.m. Alfredo Guijarro (D) Pilar Davami 
Gn 19:15-29; Mt 8:23-27  [H] 12:15 p.m. Karl Vorsatz (D) Larry & Barbara Stitch 
 
Wednesday, July 2nd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Celsa Gutierrez (D) Pilar Davami 
Gn 21:5, 8-20a; Mt 8:28-34  [H] 12:15 p.m. Debra O’Leary (D) John O’Leary 
 
Thursday, July 3rd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Guadalupe Limon (D) Gina Branco 
Eph 2:19-22; Jn 20:24-29  [H] 12:15 p.m. Reuel & Frances O’Leary (D)  John O’Leary 
 
Friday, July 4th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Teresa Mikkelson (L) Sherry Rice 
Gn 23:1-4, 19, 24:1-8, 62-67; Mt 9:9-13  [H] 12:15 p.m. Efren Canuto (D) Maria Hammack 

 
Saturday, July 5th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Teresa Mikkelson (L)* Patricia M. Cappy 
Gn 27:1-5, 15-29; Mt 9:14-17 

*Birthday 
[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church 

(L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

The only part of the vision that has not been 
achieved yes is getting the school student enrollment 
up to 200. Some unfortunate events have prevented 
us from achieving this. However, I am very happy 
with where the school is today. This school year 2024–
25 has been the best in my 9 years. The school lead-
ership and staffing are the best so far. The School  
Advisory Committee is very cohesive, hardworking,  
and deeply invested in the school. The enrollment  
has already exceeded expectations for next school 
year, and I am very hopeful that in the next two  
years, the enrollment will reach the goal. 

Also, the FOCUS missionaries are doing a tre-
mendous job. As we have re-visioned to focus on our 
mission to evangelize and make disciples, we got the 
help we needed from FOCUS. This first year the mis-
sionaries have established a solid foundation and 
strong connections. I am very excited about how the 
parish will blossom in evangelizing in the next couple 
of years with their help. I will be watching! 

I know that I am not perfect; I know I’m some-
times grouchy, impatient, and appear unfriendly. 

I deeply apologize for those moments. I am highly 
focused. Therefore, when I have set a goal, I go for it,  
and in that process some might feel slighted, ignored 
or uncared for. I am very sorry. Thanks for putting up 
with me despite all my weaknesses. I’m very grateful 
to each of you for your kindness and graciousness to 
me and your love and sacrifices for the church.  

I have been on “overdrive” during my time here, 
and I’m looking forward to a slower pace and a bit  
of a break. We’ve grown closer to the Lord and to 
one another. You inspire me, and I am humbled by 
your deep sense of prayer and attachment to the Lord. 

Please keep me and my new parish, St. Mary’s 
Church in Pendleton, in your prayers. Don’t hesitate 
to stop by if you are in the Pendleton area. The 
Roundup is in September, so get your tickets before 
they are sold out. I hope to see some of you then. Be 
assured of my prayers. Although sad, I feel very 
blessed to leave St. Francis better than I found it be-
cause of God’s grace and your incredible sacrifices. 

 
—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 

(Continued from page 2) 

 



2025 Stewardship of Giving 
Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

June 21–22, 2025 $21,704 $25,774 ($4,070) $643,360 

June 14–15, 2025 $16,830 $25,774 ($8,944) $621,656 

June 7–8, 2025 $30,828 $25,774 $15,054 $604,826 

May 31–June 1, 2025 $12,821 $25,774 ($12,953 $573,998 

Scholarship Fund Balance: $327,103 

HISTORIC CHURCH RENOVATION PHASE 1 (Goal: $2.3 Million) 

Funds Raised to Date: $2,289,295 ♦ Expenditures to Date: $2,281,605 

HISTORIC CHURCH RENOVATION PHASE 2 (Goal: $1.3 million) 

Funds Raised to Date: $984,945 ♦ Loan from the Diocese to Date: $250,000 ♦ Expenditures to Date: $1,218,227 

OFFERTORY 

Y-T-D Budget    vs.    Y-T-D Actual     Variance 
    $639,880                     $643,360   $3,480  
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Adoration Needs 
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday   10–11 a.m.      

Tuesday 8–9 a.m.        

Wednesday      4–5 p.m.   

Thursday 8–9 a.m.      5–6 p.m.  

Friday  9–10 a.m.       

 

St. Francis Church Custodian 
Position:  Part Time Custodian—18 Hours a Week (6 Hours a Day / 3 Times a Week) 

Position Compensation:  $18 to $20 (Depends on Experience) 

Job Summary:  St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is seeking a dedicated and dependable individual 
to join our team as a part-time Church Custodian. In this position, the custodian will be responsible for 
the cleanliness of our Historic Church, the 27th Street Church, and both Rectory buildings. 

Qualifications: 

 High school diploma or equivalent preferred. 
 Must have valid Driver’s License and be able to drive. 
 Previous custodial or cleaning experience is a plus. 
 Ability to perform physical tasks including lifting, bending, and standing for long periods. 
 Able to lift 40 lbs. 
 Basic knowledge of cleaning products, equipment, and maintenance procedures. 
 Strong attention to detail and a commitment to maintaining a clean and safe environment. 
 Excellent communication skills and ability to work independently or as part of a team. 
 Ability to manage time effectively and prioritize tasks. 
 Must be English-Speaking or Bilingual. 

 

For the full job description, 
please check our Website at: stfrancisbend.org 

or apply in person at the Parish Office. 



Summer Choir Begins Today! 
Summer Choir begins this Sunday, June 29th, at the 
10 a.m. Mass! Please join us! It’s your turn to “Make a 
Joyful Noise. 

Contact the Music Director, Stephanie Mowery 
Sandine, at: music@stfrancisbend.org for additional 
information. 

Farewell to Fr. Jose and Fr. Roga 
Please join us this Sunday, June 29, 
from 2–4 p.m., in the Church Com-
munity Center as we say “Good-Bye” 
and “Thank You” to Fr. Jose and Fr. 
Roga as they begin their new Pastoral 
assignments in the Diocese of Baker 
on July 5th. 

Grief Support Ministry 
For the Summer, the Grief Support Group will not be 
meeting. 

—Mary McGlone 

Our Sisters Need “Wheels!” 
The Sisters of Mary of Kakamega, 
after discussions with our Pastor, 
Fr. Jose Thomas, find that they 
need to purchase a slightly used 
car, which they humbly request 
would hopefully be an “all-
season” four-wheel drive in good 
condition—a Honda CRV, or 
Toyota—would be very accepta-
ble. If you have a car to donate or to sell, please  
kindly consider this request, and contact either  
Sr. Beatrice at beatriceataku7@gmail.com, or the  
Parish Office. Thank you! 

Knights’ Corner 
The Knights of Columbus hope to see 
you at our 4th of July Ice Cream & 
Pie Social on the 27th Street lawn—
bring a blanket, enjoy a treat, and stay 
to watch the fireworks over Pilot Butte! 
    Also, feel free to say “hello” after 
Mass—one of us is usually around. 

—Andrew Untemeyer / Tom Andrade 

   All-Night Adoration Vigil   
Although there is no Adoration during the day, the 1st 
Friday All-Night Vigil is still on for Friday, July 
4th, starting at 6 p.m. at the Historic Church, and it 
concludes with the Holy Mass there at 8 a.m. 

Parish Office Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed on Friday, July 4th, 
in observance of Independence Day. There will be no 
Adoration on that day. 

Vacation Bible School 
Register now for “The Great Journey 
With Jesus” for Grades 1–5 (in the 
Fall of 2025) beginning on Monday, 
July 14th, through Friday, July 
18th, from 9 a.m. to noon. To regis-
ter, please go to: stfrancisbend.org/
youth. Youths in Grades 6–12 are  
invited to sign up to be leaders. 

The New High School 
Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei, Central Oregon’s 
first-ever Catholic High School, is opening its doors 
this fall. Thanks to an incredibly generous recent dona-
tion, tuition has been reduced to $2,400 for the entire 
school year—only $200 a month! We are currently ac-
cepting freshmen, sophomores, and juniors. For more 
information, visit https://chestertonmaterdei.org/. 

Please spread the word! Mater Dei, pray for us! 

SVdP’s “Juicy June” Fundraiser 
You can make a difference in the lives of those in 
Bend in need during the coming warm months with 
your donation of juice to the St. Vincent de Paul Food 
Pantry during the month of June. All sizes and kinds of 
juices are needed. Thank you for caring for the less 
fortunate with your gift! 

Retrouvaille 
Retrouvaille has helped thousands 
of couples to rediscover their mar-
riage and improve communica-
tion. To register for the Friday, 
August 22nd, to Sunday, August 
24th, retreat in Canby, OR (and in 
Spokane, WA), call (509) 448-
4287 or (800) 470-2230. Or email 
to: portland@retrouvaille.com or 
call (503) 704-7382. The dead-
line to register is August 4th. 
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a month. 
Available class dates and registration are online at https://
www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@  
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our two 
campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected with young 
adult activities.  

There are regular fun activities such as game nights, 
pizza making, hikes, as well as men’s and women’s small 
group bible studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on the 
3rd Sunday of the month from 11:45 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office.  
 For more in-formation, please call Mary 
McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or send an 
email to: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to an hour of Adoration, contact Judy  
Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com or (541) 389-5964. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Friday of 
the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic Church. For 
more information, please call Natasha at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Masses on Sundays. For more information, email Vicki at: 
va@vickiaudette.com. 

Grief Support Group 
For the Summer, the Grief Support group will not be meet-
ing. For any questions, please contact Mary McGlone at: 
mlhmcglone@ gmail.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month at 
6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, please call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or send him an email at: stephenmcglone5@ 
gmail.com. 

High School Youth Group 
Meets twice a month from 5:45 to 7:15 p.m. All high 
school youth are invited to join us. 

Contact Janet at faithformation@ stfrancisbend.org to 
get on the email list. 

Knights of Columbus 
We offer breakfast on the 1st Sundays of the month after 
7:30 & 10 a.m. Masses in the Community Center or in the 
front of the church. 

For more information, contact Tom Andrade at (541) 
728-8178/bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage vali-
dated, please do not schedule anything for your wedding 

until you have spoken to one of the parish wedding coordinators 
and met with a priest. For more information, please contact 
weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Middle School Youth Group 
Meets twice a month from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m. in the Parish 
Community Center. Our vision is to build kids up in Christ 
by giving them a safe, healthy place to have fun, form their 
minds, and immerse them in the love of God.  

Contact Janet at faithformation@ stfrancisbend.org to 
get on the email list. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experienced 
(or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. You can 
reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 461-2591 or 
Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) are 
open to all, and we welcome new members. 

For more information, please contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Mowery Sandine, at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Ongoing Bible Study on Zoom 
Gospels and other books are studied weekly, all year-round 
via Zoom from 6:30–7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. No experi-
ence required.  

Contact Carl at: (541) 450 9365 or send an email to: 
Carl.Natalizia@gmail.com. 

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 1st 
Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare  
Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters in the 
womb. 

Respect for Life Group 
This Pro-Life group sensitizes parishioners about 
respecting life from conception until natural death. If you 
would like to be more active in our parish to pray and act 
toward ending a culture of violence and death, please con-
tact Paula Tierney at:pauladuray69@gmail.com. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to attend a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men we’re 
called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and having a 
brotherhood to support us. Send an email to Terry O’Neil 
at: menofstathanasius@gmail.com for more information. 

     St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! We serve the church and community,  
developing in our spirituality, and socializing  
with other members. Join us on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month in the FD3 
Room at 2 p.m. For more information, email 
Sherry Rice at: srice@bendbroadband.com. 
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL PAGE 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

7 

 

 

2024/2025 

 
Now registering for Summer Camp 2025 at St. Francis School. Reserve your spot 
today! Email us at admin@saintfrancisschool.net. Scan the QR code at left to see 
the flyers for the Summer Camps at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School. 
 
 

We are currently hiring: 

Part-Time Early Childhood Education Teacher. The position is starting at $21.66 per hour.  
Position to start September 3rd. 

Why should you choose 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 

High academic standards, holistic  

approach to education, character  

and values education, strong sense  

of community, a safe and disciplined 

setting, a diverse and inclusive  

setting, focus on preparing your  

student for high school, technology  

incorporated into the classroom,  

extracurricular activities, dedicated  

and passionate teachers, consistent 

learning environment, positive school 

culture, parental involvement, lifelong 

benefits of values-based education,  

and small class sizes. 

mailto:admin@saintfrancisschool.net



