
O n the second Sunday 
of advent we are pre-
sented with the per-

son of John the Baptist and 
his message. Who is John 
the Baptist? The gospel says 
that he is a “voice crying 
out in the desert.” He is a 
“voice;” whereas Jesus is 
the “word.” A voice is 
something that disappears 
but the “word” is perma-
nent. All of you can hear my 
voice. You can hear it only 
as long as I speak. Then it 
disappears. But the word 
that I speak can be retained 
in your mind. You can even 
write it down. It stays. It be-
comes permanent. John is 
someone who does his work and disappears, 
whereas Jesus is the “word” that remains. He 
is the “word” that is permanent or eternal. 
Therefore, John says, “The one who is com-
ing after me is mightier than I. I am not wor-
thy to carry his sandals.” 

Where does John appear? In the gospel he 
appears in the Judean desert. Having been 
there recently I can see the Judean desert in 
my mind. It is only a few miles south of Jeru-
salem. It is mountainous and hardly anything 
grows there. There is some growth and green 
along the River Jordan that empties itself into 
the Dead Sea. There are a number of biblical 
personalities who spent time in the desert 
starting with Abraham to Jesus. What does a 
desert offer? It offers solitude, silence and a 
place with least distractions. It offers us the 
silence and solitude to ask the very funda-
mental question: “Where am I in my relation-
ship with Jesus?” It challenges us to look into 
our lives to see the things that distract us. But 
I have my job, my family, my travel, my va-
cation, etc. These are needed. However, they 
should not distract us from what is most fun-
damental: our relationship with God. 

That is the only thing that matters  
for eternity. How does John appear? 

He appears wearing clothing made 
of camel’s hair and a leather belt 

around his waist. Who else appears 
in the Bible with similar dress? 
Elijah. So, Mathew, the gospel 

writer, is saying that in John, the 
prophesy of the Old Testament has 
been fulfilled—that Elijah will ap-

pear before the coming of the Mes-
siah. His food was locusts and wild 

honey. John subsisted on locusts and 
wild honey. That conveys that John 

lived an ascetic life. Ascetics are 
people who detach themselves 

from things of this world and priori-
tize their relationship with God. 

What is the mission of John 
the Baptist? 

The gospel says, “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, and make straight his paths.” His task 
was to prepare that way for the Messiah. 
John came to prepare the people for the com-
ing of the Messiah. He was about six months 
older than Jesus, and he was very popular. 
The gospel says that people from Jerusalem, 
Judea, and the region of Jordan came to John. 
How did he prepare the people for Jesus? By 
calling them to repentance—by a baptism of 
repentance. “Produce good fruits as evidence 
of your repentance.” 

The word for “repentance” in Greek is 
metanoia. It means changing the way you 
think, look, and see. John was calling them to 
change and to conversion—a change that 
produces good fruits, or a change that is seen 
in good actions. Faith alone is not enough. 
We need good actions as well. So, the mes-
sage for us on the second Sunday of Advent 
is “metanoia”: to change the way we think, 
look and see. It is an invitation to think, look, 
and see as God does. It is an invitation to 
think, look, and see in alignment with the 
gospel. Then we will produce good fruits and 
prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ. 
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