
 
25th Ordinary Sunday B 

fisherman was carrying his catch of crabs 
in an open basket. A passer-by remarked: 
“Aren’t you afraid the crabs will crawl 

out?” The fisherman replied: “No! Do you know 
anything about the behavior of crabs? Watch and 
see what they do!” As a crab crawled toward the 
top of the basket, the others pulled the climber 
down. This kept happening! The crabs wouldn’t 
allow the others to climb toward the top. 

It’s not just crabs that pull one another down. 
We do the same because of jealousy and selfish 
ambition. In the second reading, St. James writes: 
“Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there 
is disorder and every foul practice.” He lists the 
reason for war and conflict: unsatisfied craving. 

Today’s Gospel teaches that those who wish to 
be first must place themselves last and to be the 
servant of all. Dogs seem to have mastered this 
better than human beings. English novelist D. H 
Lawrence once observed, “Nothing but love has 
made the dog lose his wild freedom to become the 
servant of man.” Dogs have become humans’ best 
friends because they love and render services. 

Danish philosopher Sore Kierkegaard wrote a 
series of essays in which he has a rather harsh 
assessment of those who call themselves Christian, 
but do not authenticate that claim with their lives. 
Christianity is at odds with worldly norms and 
values. 

While the world seeks ambition, St. James, in 
the second reading of today, exhorts Christians to 
be gentle, full of mercy, and seek wisdom from 
above. He says, “Where jealousy and selfish am-

bitions exist, there will be disorder and every foul 
practice.” 

Do you think there is dysfunction and disorder 
in our society and in our political system? Why? It 
is because jealousy and selfish ambition exist. If 
there is disorder, dysfunction and foul practices, 
you know what to look for—jealousy and selfish 
ambition. 

What to do to set things right? St. James says, 
“Seek wisdom from above.” How many of our 
politicians seek wisdom from above? They have a 
greater responsibly to seek that wisdom from 
above because the policies that they enact influ-
ence the lives of millions of people—for better or 
for worse. 

How many of us seek wisdom from above? 
That wisdom tells us that authority means service. 
To illustrate the radical nature of his teaching on 
greatness, Jesus placed one child in their midst. A 
child, especially in the ancient world, was help-
less, powerless, dependent, and had no rights or 
selfish ambition. “Whoever receives a child such 
as this, receive me.” So, authentic discipleship has 
nothing to do with greatness or power. It is being a 
servant and being dependent upon God. 

When we live the teachings of Christ, we are 
on a collision course with the contemporary cul-
ture. Christianity will have its impact on the soci-
ety and on the world—not when it is preached but 
when it is lived. 

People like St. Teresa of Calcutta, Dorothy 
Day, Fr. Damian, Pope John Paul II are all people 
of our century who have professed and lived the 
gospel. They continue to challenge us even after 
they have gone from this world. There are others 
like Mahatma Gandhi and Dalai Lama who are not 
Christians, yet lived or live their lives in accord 
with the best principles of Christianity. 

But, there are others in public life professing 
to be Christians or Catholics, yet they go in public 
saying that they are comfortable and promote 
everything contrary to Christianity. Whatever they 
do d say are very serious because they are public 
figures. They are more accountable for what they 
do and say than an ordinary person. I, too, am a 
public person as a pastor, and I am accountable to 
God more than you. Our faith is not the opinion of 
the majority. It is the teachings of Christ come 
down to us through the Church. Let us hold fast to 
this gospel of Christ and live it even when that is 
inconvenient and challenging. 
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