
26th Ordinary Sunday A 
Ez. 18:25-28, Phil 2:1-11, Mt 21:28-32 

 

St. Teresa in her book, Stories of Conscience, talks about how she once became envious of the penances 

done by a woman she knew. St. Teresa wanted to do the same penances, but when she talked to her 

confessor about it, he prohibited her from doing so. There arose a serious argument within her whether to 

follow her friend or obey the confessor. She prayed about it for some time and, one day, she heard Jesus 

saying, “My daughter, you are heading the right way. Do you see how much penance this woman does?  

Know that I have an even greater esteem for your obedience.” 

 

The readings of today talk to us of obedience. Jesus highlights the importance of obedience in the parable 

of the two sons. The first son, when asked, refused but later changed his mind and went to work in the 

vineyard. The second son promptly said “yes,” but he did not go to work. The Scribes and Pharisees were 

like the second son. They were prompt in accepting God’s invitation to follow him but failed to accept St. 

John the Baptist, failed to follow his call to repentance, and failed to accept the Messiah. When the 

moment of truth arrived, the religious leaders failed to obey the Divine Will. The tax collectors and 

sinners at first refused the invitation of God but heeded St. John the Baptist’s call to repentance and 

accepted Jesus, the Messiah.   

 

Christ teaches us through his own example. In the second reading, St. Paul emphasizes how Jesus revealed 

his love for us through obedience. “He humbled himself and became obedient unto death, even death on a 

cross.”  To be obedient to God’s will, Christ was prepared to go to that totally humiliating extent of dying 

on the cross. By his obedience, Christ united himself to the plans of the Father for the salvation of the 

human race. Christ obeyed out of love. This is the Christian meaning of obedience. This is the obedience 

that we owe to God, owe to the Church, owe to our parents, and to those in authority. God does not want 

to be served by slaves or robots. He wants to be served by his sons and daughters. Today, many people 

frown upon the word “obedience” because it is so limiting, controlling, and curtailing of our freedom. But, 

in fact, obedience springs from freedom and leads to greater freedom. When we decide to obey, we are, in 

fact, exercising our freedom by choosing the good. When you are on a trip and driving on a road or 

freeway, you come across a lot of signs and road directions. Do you feel restricted by those? No, you obey 

them, and you will get to your destination. A mountain climber does not feel constrained by the rope that 

ties him to his companions. Many of us would find it easier to obey the road signs than our parents, God, 

and the Church. 

 

Pride inclines us to do our own will and to seek what exalts us. It does not let us take direction from others 

but wants to direct others. Obedience is opposed to pride. That is why those who enter the religious life 

take the vow of obedience. In that way, they keep their pride in check, and take direction and guidance 

from those placed over them. Jesus became obedient unto death to cure our pride. Love is what makes our 

obedience fully free. For the one who loves Christ, the law is never a burden. In John 16:15, Christ says, 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” In 1 Samuel 15:22, we read, “Behold. To obey is 

better than sacrifice.”   

One night, the semi-drunk navigation officer of a U.S. Navy battleship, seeing a light in the distance, 

reported to the admiral that the battleship seemed to be on a collision course with another ship. So the 

admiral sent a radio message to the oncoming ship that it should change its course by 10 degrees to the 

south. The reply came simply, “No. You change YOUR course 10 degrees to the south”. After two more 

unsuccessful exchanges, the admiral, now quite furious, yelled over the microphone, “Do you know that 

you are talking to an ADMIRAL in the UNITED STATES NAVY?” After a brief moment of silence, the 

even-tempered reply came back, “Sir, do you know that you are talking to a lighthouse?”  

So when God’s Word asks you to do something, and you wonder why—remember whom you are talking 

to! Obey God’s orders, and avoid disaster in this life and in the next. Let that obedience spring from love. 


