
Senior Leadership Team 
Pastor: 

Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil  /  
frjose@stfrancisbend.org 

Parochial Vicar: 

Fr. Rogatian Urassa  /  
parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Mowery  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

Submit ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BY 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAY—8 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION. 

Email Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

Sunday Masses*  
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 
07:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*Masses are livestreamed on the Parish website except the 4:30  

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (27th St. Church in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church Mass & afternoon Adoration) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. Mass & Confessions (Historic Church)  

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ignacia: icarrillo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice Ataku: beatriceataku7@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

Grief Ministry: Mary McGlone (253) 232-6789 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / RCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–T: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(Corner of Franklin & Lava 

in Downtown Bend) 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

 

December 29, 2024 
The Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph   

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

to accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 
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With Gratitude and Hope 

A 
s we close out the year 2024 and welcome the 
New Year, we look back with gratitude and look 
forward with hope. 

At the beginning of this year 2024, I had taken a 
group of friends and parishioners on a tour of India. We 
visited several places, including New Delhi, the Taj Ma-
hal and my home town. We also celebrated a Mass at the 
tomb of Mother Teresa. It was a memorable time. 

At Easter Vigil we welcomed 25 new members to St. 
Francis. We have also welcomed 138 new households to 
our parish so far this year. Eighty two of our youth re-
ceived First Communion, 73 candidates received Confir-
mation, 15 couples were united in the sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony and 31 parishioners left this world for their 
Heavenly Home. 

We completed and paid off Phase 1 of the restoration 
of the Historic Church. Any funds received toward the 
renovation will now be redirected to Phase 2, unless re-
quested otherwise by the donor. This has been the major 
renovation undertaken since the Church was built in 
1920. The interior renovations, including the stained-
glass windows, were done by the same company that 
originally designed and built the interior of the church  
104 years ago. We are now raising funds for the second 
and final phase of the renovation. 

From your generosity and sacrifices, we have so far 
received about 30 percent of the $1.3 million needed for 
Phase 2. 

The church will be closed  
after the 4:30 p.m. Mass on January 5th.  
Be sure to attend that Mass if you need to take  
a last look at the church before the second renovation 
begins. I am very excited for this next phase. We plan to 
complete the renovation and reopen the church by Easter.  

We had an amazing retreat preached by Dr. Mary 
Healy that was attended by people from all over the dio-
cese, and we continue to reap its blessings. The Alpha 
evangelization program had over 80 people in attendance 
this year, and we also welcomed four FOCUS missionar-
ies this year. Two of them help with parish evangelization 
ministries, and the other two help with evangelization 
ministries at the COCC and OSU campuses. We have 
obtained a “club status” at COCC and are now having 
evangelization programs at campus.  

There are several small groups in the parish who 
meet for Bible studies to deepen their faith. The men’s 
groups and women’s groups actively participate in the 
life and activities of the church. The school has a won-
derful new principal this year, together with amazing 
teachers—several of whom are new. The Catholic High 
School, Mater Dei Chesterton Academy, an initiative led 
by a few parents, is scheduled to open in the Fall of 2025 
at St. Francis campus with the Freshmen year. 

I participated in the National Eucharistic Congress in 
Indianapolis that was attended by over 50,000 people, 
1,500 priests, 200 bishops and 1,000 religious. It was an 
amazing experience and the high point of my priestly life.   

I will be leaving on a family visit to India on January 
6th. There are three family weddings, a baptism and the 
25th death anniversary of my Dad that I am scheduled to 
officiate while there. Your prayers are appreciated. The 
“Miracle Twins” (see photo at left) are now attending  
pre-school. They are growing fast, and I look forward to 
spending some time with them.  

We welcome the New Year with the celebration of 
the Feast of the Holy Mother of God. At the Council of 
Ephesus (451), the mother of Jesus was solemnly pro-
claimed as Mother of God or Theotokos, acknowledging 
the Godhead of her Son, Jesus Christ. Under this noble 
title, she is still honored by most Christians around the 
world, and this feast invites us to place our hopes and 
plans for starting the new year under her motherly care.  

It is time to make good resolutions and look forward 
with hope, letting God work through us to accomplish 
what He has in store for us. I wish you all a grace-filled 
New Year! 

—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 
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Saturday, December 28th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Alvarado Family (D) Margaret Barnes 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 
 
Sunday, December 29th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Sue Williams (D) Ted & Verge Ries 
1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28  [M] 10:00 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L)  Fr. Jose & Fr. Roga 
1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Elia Garcia Ramirez (D) Ambrosio Molina Garcia  
Lk 2:41-52  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Tony Althoff (D)  Betty Althoff 
 
Monday, December 30th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Mildred Staniek (D)  Marie Sabol 
1 Jn 2:12-17; Lk 2:36-40  [H] 12:15 p.m. Hellen Pollack (D) Bob & Margie Pollack 
 
Tuesday, December 31st  [M]   7:00 a.m. Sue Williams (D) Maria Hoffman 
1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18  [H] 12:15 p.m. Jeffrey Rood (D) Barbara Rood 
 (Vigil Mass)  [M]   5:30 p.m. Dick Van Deusen (D) Lynette Van Deusen 
 
Wednesday, January 1st  [M]   7:00 a.m. Somer Bauer (L) Anne & Doug Thompson 
Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21  [M] 12:15 p.m. Missing Children of the World (L) McJunkin Family 
 (Spanish Mass) [H]   7:00 p.m. Guadalupe Jacobo Cervantes (D) Magali Tejeda 
 
Thursday, January 2nd  [M]   7:00 a.m. Josie Ambroson (L)  Bruce & Tina Kjesbo 
1 Jn 2-22-28; Jn 1:19-28  [H] 12:15 p.m. John Minnis (D) Gina & Craig Minnis 
 
Friday, January 3rd  [M]   7:00 a.m. Front Desk Volunteers (L) St. Francis Parish 
1 Jn 2-29–3:6; Jn 1:29-34  [H] 12:15 p.m. Ivan Cocks (L)  Bruce & Tina Kjesbo 
 
Saturday, January 4th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Sheila Gould (L ) The Abbott Family 
1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42  

[M] = Main Church    [H] = Historic Church    (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

We welcomed 5 Catholic men into our Council on December 14th. Left to right: Ric Tiplady, 
Tom Andrade (Grand Knight), Kyle Stec, Renee Lemus, Jose Serrano, Phil Narkiewicz-Jodko, George LeDoux (Trustee). 

Knights’ Corner 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This allows us to expand our Charitable Impact, Support our Church, Build Fellowship, Unity, and Ensure our Legacy.  

Come say, “Hi,” as one of us is usually at the back of the church after Mass. 
Next weekend our chefs are in the kitchen cooking pancakes, sausage & eggs after the 7:30 & 10 a.m. Masses!   

Andrew Untermeyer (541) 480-6114    ◄►        Thomas Andrade  (541) 728-8178 

https://www.bendknights1872.org 
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Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office. 
For information, call Mary McGlone at  
(253) 232-6789 or send an email to:  
mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@ 
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities. There are regular fun ac-
tivities such as game nights, pizza making, hikes, as 
well as men’s and women’s small group bible studies. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited to join us for Adoration at the 
Historic Church on the 1st Friday of every month, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. For information, call Natasha at 
(541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Masses every Sunday (except on the Knights’ 1st Sun-
day breakfasts). On special days, cake is served. For 
information, email Vicki at va@vickiaudette.com. 

Grief Support Group 
We meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
You are invited to attend, but you need to first contact 
Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or mlhmcglone@ 
gmail.com to find out where we are meeting. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays (except July 
and August) at 6:30 p.m. FD Room 3 at the 27th St. 
Church. For more information, contact Dcn. Steve at 
(253) 222-0582 or stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights offer breakfast on the 1st Sunday of the 
month after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Com-
munity Center or in front of the church year-round. 
For more information, contact Tom Andrade at (541)  
728-8178 / https://www.bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish 
wedding coordinators and met with a priest. Contact 
weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Middle School Youth Group 
Meets almost every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 6:15 to 
7:45 p.m. in the Community Center. Our vision is to 
build kids up in Christ by giving them a safe, healthy 
place to have fun, form their minds, and immerse them 
in the love of God. Contact Janet at: faithformation@ 
stfrancisbend.org to get on the email list. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades 1–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Mowery, at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Pray for Vocations 
Join us on the 1st Tuesday of the month after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass to pray for vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life.  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry invites you to pray the  
Rosary on the 1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Clare Chapel for our vulnerable brothers 
and sisters in the womb. 

RCIA 
Meets on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the RCIA Room 
across from the Chapel. All are welcome whether you 
have questions about being or have been a Catholic all 
of your life. For more information, please call Carl 
Natalizia at (541) 450-9365. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to attend a weekly group that meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us. For more infor-
mation, call the Parish Office and leave a message for 
Terry O’Neil. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! We serve the church and community, 
developing in our spirituality, and socializing 
with other members. Join us on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month in the RCIA 
Room at 2 p.m. For more information, email: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Twenty-Decade Rosary 
Come and pray the 20-decade rosary every Saturday 
at 6:20 a.m. at the Historic Church. For more infor-
mation, call Judy Kennedy at (541) 389-5964. 
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Donate Blood—Help Save Lives! 
St. Francis Parish and the American Red Cross are 
hosting a Blood Drive sponsored by the Knights of  
Columbus on Monday, December 30th, from 10:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., in the Community Center.  

To schedule an appointment, call 1 (800) RED 
CROSS or Pat Creedican at (541) 678-1131.  

To sign up online, visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter the sponsor code: StFrancisBend. 

Solemnity of Mary 
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, will 
be celebrated on Wednesday, January 1st. This Holy 

Day of Obligation honors Mary as the Mother of God. 
The Mass schedule is as follows: 

Tuesday, December 31st:   
  5:30 p.m.—27th Street Church 

Wednesday, January 1st:* 
  7:00 a.m.—27th Street Church 
12:15 p.m. – Historic Church 
  7:00 p.m.—27th Street Church 
  (Spanish Mass)  

*There will be no Adoration on 
  Wednesday, January 1st.  

Volunteers Needed! 
You are invited to come see what the Church Decorat-
ing Ministry is all about. Join us in decorating for any 
of the scheduled times below for Advent, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and Christmas. If you just want to show up 
and lend a helping hand in making our church beauti-
ful, we will give you something to do. No experience 
necessary! Contact Lupita Wesseler: (541) 977-6535 
or send an email to: lupitawesseler@outlook.com.  
Sunday 12/29/24 2–3 p.m. Epiphany Decorating 

Sunday 01/05/25 2–4 p.m. Christmas Take Down 

Sunday 01/12/25 6–7 p.m. Ordinary Time Change 

Historic Church Closure 
The Historic Church will be closed for Phase II con-
struction from January 6th through the end of April. 
During the closure, all Masses scheduled at the His-
toric Church will be at the 27th Street Church. 

The 12:15 p.m. Daily Mass will be in the St. Clare 
Chapel. The Saturday 8:00 a.m. Mass and the Sunday 
4:30 p.m. Mass will be celebrated in the main Church. 

Taize 
The Taize Choir of Central Oregon invites you to par-
ticipate in an hour of meditative music, prayer, and si-
lence at our monthly interfaith service, on Thursday, 
January 2nd, 7 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal Church (St. 
Helen’s Hall), 231 NW Idaho, Bend. All are welcome 
to come early to listen to or participate in our rehearsal 
at 6:15 p.m. The theme for this month’s service is 
“Gratitude.” For more information call (541) 815-
5574, or send an email to: taizebend@gmail.com. 

First Friday Vigil of Reparation  
The All-Night Vigil will be held at 
the Historic Church on Friday, Jan-
uary 3rd, beginning with Family 
Holy Hour Adoration at 6 p.m. 
and concluding after the 8 a.m. 
Mass on Saturday morning, Janu-
ary 4th, with Confessions at 8:30 
a.m. For information, email Abraham Hernandez at 
hernandez.abraham12@yahoo.com. 

Retrouvaille Retreat 
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Join Oregon 
Retrouvaille as we host a working weekend for couples 
struggling in their marriages by couples who have been 
there in the struggle. The program is highly successful 
in supporting hurting marriages. Come on Friday, 
January 31st, to Sunday, February 2nd, at the Can-
by Grove Retreat Center in Canby, OR. Visit 
www.helpourmarriage.org for program information 
and emotional testimonials.  
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The winner of the “Our Lady of Guadalupe”  2024 painting 
was Maria Martinez. Thank you to all who participated in the  
raffle.  The amount raised was $1,810 which will go toward 
the Historic Church Restoration Fund. 
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2024 Stewardship of Giving 
Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 21–22, 2024 $37,002 $25,853 $11,149 $1,278,409 

December 14–15, 2024 $29,847 $25,853 $3,994 $1,241,407 

December 7–8, 2024 $23,324 $25,853 ($2,529) $1,211,560 

November 30 / December 1, 2024 $21,347 $25,853 ($4,506) $1,188,236 

Scholarship fund balance: $343,765 
Historic Church Restoration Funds Raised to Date: $2,292,395  ♦  Historic Church Restoration Expenditures to Date: $2,225,957 

Historic Church Phase 2 
 Goal:  $1.3 million  Funds raised to date:  $489,035  Expenditures to date: $318,894 

Offertory 
 Y-T-D Budget     vs.     Y-T-D Actual    Variance 
  $1,318,453   $1,278,409     ($40,044) 
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DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday      11 a.m.–12 p.m.  1–2 p.m. 

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m.   5–6 p.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.   

Wednesday     5–6 p.m.    

Thursday 8–9 a.m.   3–4 p.m. 5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m.  

Friday   10–11 a.m.      

[a.m. at St. Clare Chapel  /  p.m. at Historic Church. After January 5, 2025 all holy hours are at the Chapel.] 

Adoration Needs 
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

Historic Church Restoration Fund 
Phase 1 of the Historic Church Restoration 

is very nearly fully funded. 
Any excess funds and/or continuing contributions to the 

Historic Church Restoration Fund 
will be diverted to the 
H/C Phase 2 Fund 

unless requested otherwise by the donor. 
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

Dignity for the Elderly / 24-hour care 

Cardinal Otunga House 

Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
www.otungasmkfostercarehome.org 
Sr. Consolata Mogoa / (541) 312-5765 
www.sistersofmaryofkakamega.org 

Licensed by the State of Oregon DHS 

 
 

Happy New Year from the Staff at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Family Fun Night is January 31st. 

There will be fun and games to celebrate the end of National Catholic Schools Week. More details to come. 
 

Save the Date! 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School Auction, “Gin and Jazz,” is on Saturday, March 1st, at the Riverhouse. 

Auction Sponsorships and Business Advertising are now available. 

Please contact Danielle Abedrabbo at the school for more information.  
 

School Spotlight 

The school entered a float in the Bend Christmas Parade. We took 3rd Place in the Santa Claus Award and 3rd 
Place in the Judge’s Award. Awesome job and big thank you to Allison Soukup and the volunteers who 
helped with the float. We had a great turnout of students and parents. Also, there were several compliments 

from parishioners and community members about how awesome our float looked! 



 


