
To be a community that lives 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

Historic Church 
450 Lava Rd., Bend, OR 97701 

(Corner of Franklin & Lava 
in Downtown Bend) 

Mass Schedule 

Masses are celebrated at the 
27th St. Church, except as noted below. 

Weekend Masses marked with an asterisk (*) are 
also being livestreamed on the Parish Website. 

 
Saturday Vigil:*    5:00 p.m. 
Sunday:*  7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday:* (Spanish Mass)  12:30 p.m. 
Sunday: (Historic Church)    4:30 p.m. 
Monday–Friday:     7:00 a.m. 
Monday–Friday: (Historic Church)  12:15 p.m. 
Saturday:    8:00 a.m. 

Reconciliation    Confessions 

Saturday:   3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
  (Also Tuesday after 7 a.m. Mass & Saturday after 8 a.m. Mass) 

 

Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 

2863 NE Jill Ave. ● Ph. (541) 550-7914 
Email Sr. Anne at: kakayianne@gmail.com  

Salesian Sisters of St. John Bosco 

2350 NE Tucson Way, Bend, OR 97701 
Email Sr. Ngan at: ngando@saintfrancisschool.net 

Please email Announcements 
by 5 p.m. on the Friday prior 
to publication to Tina Hill at: 
bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Email your comments, questions, and/or 
concerns, to your Parish Council at: 

youropinionmatters@stfrancisbend.org 

For questions about how to reserve facilities,  
please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, Bend, OR 

(541) 382-4701 
saintfrancisschool.net 

27th St. Church ● St. Clare Chapel ● Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, Bend, Oregon 97701 

Office (541) 382-3631 ●  Fax (541) 385-8879 
stfrancisbend.org 

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

Parish Services ● Ministries ● School 

Pastor: 
Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil     frjose@stfrancisbend.org 

Parochial Vicar: 
Fr. Shaji Thomas               parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship / Liturgy Office: 
Deacon Steve McGlone                 liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson          officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

Director of Faith Formation: 
Janet Deppmeier     faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Head of School Administrative Team: 
Julie Manion                    jmanion@saintfrancisschool.net 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude                            finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Adult Sacramental Prep / RCIA: 
Carl Natalizia           rcia@stfrancisbend.org 

Annulments: 
Deacon Steve & Mary McGlone     annulments@stfrancisbend.org 

Baptisms: 
Janet Deppmeier  baptism@stfrancisbend.org 

Funerals / Grief Ministry: 
Mary McGlone                                              (253) 232-6789 

Marriage Prep Retreat (PreCana): 
Julia Cardwell                             precana@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Mowery                 music@stfrancisbend.org 

Prayer Chain:  
Sherry Rice                           srice@bendbroadband.com 

Weddings: 
Gina Lorenz                          weddings@stfrancisbend.org 

   Merry Christmas               Feast Day of the Holy Family 
Sunday, December 26, 2021—Christmas Issue   

mailto:kakayianne@gmail.com
mailto:parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:spiritualgrowth@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:rcia@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:annulments@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:baptism@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:precana@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:weddings@stfrancisbend.org


—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 

“D o not be afraid; for I proclaim to you 

the good news of great joy that a Sav-

ior has been born for you” (Luke 2:10–

11). We have been celebrating our Savior’s birth 
for more than 2,000 years—for good reasons. The 

birth of Christ changed world history as no other 

event ever did. This was not an ordinary birth. It 

was God becoming man. “The Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us” says John the Evangelist 

(John 1:14). 

Can any other event in history be greater than 

this? Therefore, let us celebrate it inwardly and 

outwardly. Let us greet everyone with a “Merry 
Christmas.” Let our greeting be a statement of our 

faith. Let us be proud of whom we celebrate and 

believe in. Christmas is all about Christ. Let us 

place Him at the center of our life. He is the reason 

for the season. 

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with 

the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes 

on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. On the 

first Sunday after Christmas, we celebrate the Feast 
of the Holy Family, which this year is the day after 

Christmas. On the second Sunday after Christmas, 

we will celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, and on 

the third Sunday, the Feast of the Baptism of Our 

Lord. 

During this Christmas season, we celebrate the 

birth of Christ into our world and into our hearts, 

and we reflect on the gift of salvation that is born 

with Him, including the fact that He was born to 

die for us. 
The word “Christmas” is derived from the Mid-

dle English word Cristemasse, which comes from 

the Old English Cristes Maesse, a phrase that 

means “Christ’s Mass” and was first recorded in 

1038. Over time, it became easier for people to just 

say “Christmas.” Way back in the 5th century, 

Pope Leo I established the Feast of the Nativity to 

celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation. Christians 

had been celebrating Christmas for centuries before 

that. Thus, what Pope Leo I did was the formal 

articulation of something that was believed and 

celebrated for centuries.  
The feast of Christmas offers convincing proof 

of God’s infinite love for us. Jesus is God’s great-

est gift to all mankind in a long line of precious 

blessings bestowed on each of us. Indeed, we have 

much to be thankful for as a St. Francis of Assisi 

Church family. The happy event of Christmas is a 

truly blessed event for our Parish Family.  

A special word of appreciation to all of you 

who joined us to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 
Know that God loves each of you. May you carry 

away with you the fruits of this celebration.   

A special word of thanks to all who helped us 

with the celebrations of Advent and Christmas co-

ordinated by Deacon Steve McGlone. 

Sincere thanks to those who worked behind the 

scenes decorating and getting the church and the 

surroundings ready for the celebrations, to the 

choirs and musicians, the extraordinary ministers, 
lectors, sacristans, greeters, ushers, those who pre-

pared the liturgy, and everyone else who helped us 

in some way.  

It has been a year of pandemic. My prayerful 

closeness to those who have or are suffering from 

COVID, and those who have lost a loved one. 

Thanks a lot to all of you who have supported 

St. Francis Parish during this difficult year by your 

prayers and sacrifices. All your generous support 

of our parish, your loyalty, volunteer hours, and 
sacrifices are much appreciated. May God repay 

your graciousness and good will by blessing your 

Christmas season and the New Year with an abun-

dance of spiritual and material joys. 

Have a wonderful Christmas season and a 

blessed New Year! 

 

A Savior has been born for you 



MASS INTENTIONS  /  SCRIPTURE READINGS 

DAY / DATE:     CHURCH  TIME FOR: REQUESTED BY: 

Saturday, December 25th [M]   5:00 p.m.         —No Vigil Mass today— 
 
Sunday, December 26th [M]   7:30 a.m. St. Francis Parish Family (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Shaji 
1 Samuel 1:20–22, 24–28 [M] 10:00 a.m. Dave Kramer & Family (L)  Christine Doyle 
1 John 3:1–2, 21–24                                (Spanish) [M] 12:30 p.m. Alan Tilley (D) Amy Conger 
Lk 2:41–52 [H]   4:30 p.m. Inez Conger (D) Amy Conger 
 
Monday, December 27th [M]   7:00 a.m. Benjamin Conger (L) Jason & Amy Conger 
1 John 1:1–4; John 20:1a, 2–8 [H] 12:15 p.m. Sophia Latham (D) Bob & Mary Latham 
 
Tuesday, December 28th [M]   7:00 a.m. John Berreen, Sr. (D)   Veronica Berreen 
 1 John 1:5–2:2; Matthew 2:13–18 [H] 12:15 p.m. Robert Conger (D) Amy Conger 
 
Wednesday, December 29th [M]   7:00 a.m. Florence Hogerty (D)  St. Francis Parish Family 
1 John 2:3–11; Luke 2:22–35 [H] 12:15 p.m. John & Sophia Latham (D) Bob & Mary Latham  
 
Thursday, December 30th [M]   7:00 a.m. Dennis Conger (D)  Amy Conger 
1 John 2:12–17; Luke 2:36–40 [H] 12:15 p.m. Helen Pollack (D)  Bob & Margie Pollack 
 
Friday, December 31st [M]   7:00 a.m. Kat Conger (D) Amy Conger 
1 John 2:18–21; John 1:1–18 [H] 12:15 p.m. James Hooven (D) Amy Conger 
 
Saturday, January 1, 2022 [M]   8:00 a.m. James Hooven (D)  Amy Conger  
Numbers 6:22–27; Galatians4:4-–7; Luke 2:16–21 

(D) = Deceased    [L] = Living 

To schedule a Mass Intention, please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631 by 1 p.m. on Friday—one week before the next bulletin. 

(While every effort is made to provide correctly spelled names, the editor apologizes if any are incorrect.) 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 3 

Remembering Roe v Wade 
Please join Central Oregon Right to Life on 

Saturday, January 22nd, from 2 to 3 p.m., 
at Planned Parenthood on the sidewalk in Bend, OR. 

CORTL will have signs available for the March for Life. 

Let us gather together as we join others across the Nation, remembering this 

horrific decision of  Roe v Wade in 1973, and pray for our Nation to repeal it. 

 

 

 

 

Email: ForLifeBend@Gmail.com or Visit: https://centraloregonrighttolife.org/ 

mailto:ForLifeBend@Gmail.com
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

Do you know who made what might have been the first Christmas 

Crèche or manger scene? It was St. Francis of Assisi. 
For years past, our parish shares a similar, larger-than-life manger scene 

at our 27th St. Church entrance, thanks to our Parish Knights of Columbus. 

Here is some background: 

The year was 1223. The place was a cave in Grecio, Italy, a small mountainside 

village overlooking a beautiful valley. Inside the cave there was a live ox, a donkey, and 

a manger surrounded by hay. This was the setting of the first Nativity Crèche scene, 

created by St. Francis of Assisi for midnight Mass on Christmas. 

The story is recounted in The Life of St. Francis of Assisi, 

the biography of the saint’s life written by St. Bonaventure. 

St. Bonaventure writes that St. Francis was motivated to recreate the nativity scene 

to “excite the inhabitants of Grecio to commemorate the nativity of the infant Jesus 

with great devotion.” It was an emotional, joyous, and reverent occasion: 

“The people ran together, the forest resounded with their voices, 

and that venerable night was made glorious by many and brilliant lights 

and sonorous psalms of praise. The man of God [St. Francis] stood before the 

manger, full of devotion and piety, bathed in tears and radiant with joy; 

the Holy Gospel was chanted by Francis, the Servant of Christ.” 



 

Parish Offices Are Closed 
From Friday, December 24th, through Friday, Decem-

ber 31st, the Parish Offices will be closed for Christmas 

Break. They will reopen on Monday, January 3rd. 

Faith Formation Volunteers Needed 
 2  Catechists for children on  

    Wednesdays, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

 1  Substitute catechist for youth  

    on Wednesdays, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

 1  RCIA team member for  

    Thursdays, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

 3  On-call volunteers for special 
    events and workshops 

 4  Volunteers to make a simple meal for our youth or  

    young adults once in a while 

 3  High School youth to form a leadership team for the  

    Youth Ministry 

 2  Baptism Preparation Catechists to teach monthly  

    baptism preparation class to parents and godparents 

Happy Wedding Anniversary! 
Let me know if you will be celebrating your 

25th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 65th, or 70th wedding 

anniversary in 2022 by  sending an email to: 

frjose@stfrancisbend.org. Please include 
your anniversary date and the place where 

you were married—or drop off the infor-

mation at the Parish Office. 

—Thank you, Fr. Jose Thomas 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to one of the hours below, please call  

Judy Kennedy at (541) 389-5964 or send an email to: 

judyekennedy@ icloud.com. 

MONDAYS: 1–2 & 3–4 p.m.  [H] 

TUESDAYS: 3–4 p.m.  [H] 

WEDNESDAYS: 1–2 & 2–3 p.m.  [H] 

THURSDAYS: 9–10 a.m.  [C] 

FRIDAYS: 2–3, 3–4, 4–5,  

     & 5–6 p.m.  [H] 
 

[C] = St. Clare Chapel / [H] = Historic Church 
 

Come and See . . . 
The next Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) 

meeting is via ZOOM on January 16th, 

from 1 to 3:15 p.m. 

For more information, please call 
Robert Smith, OFS, at: (541) 318-1236,  

or email to: rkisok@hotmail.com. 

Retrouvaille 
The next weekend program for couples struggling 

in their marriages is from Friday, January 21st, 

through Sunday, January 23rd, at Mount Angel 

Abbey Retreat House in Mount Angel, OR. 

 Retrouvaille is a program to help couples im-
prove their communication, build intimacy and heal. 

For more information, please contact the community at: 

portland@retrouvaille.org. 

Respect for Life 
In light of a possible positive Supreme Court 

decision that could pave the way to overturn 
the Roe vs Wade decision, the Respect for 

Life Ministry would like to announce this 

year’s 48th observance of the Roe vs Wade 
decision. Bishop Cary will celebrate a Mass at the 27th St. 

Church on Saturday, January 22nd, at 10 a.m. Fr. Jose 

will concelebrate, followed by a Respect for Life Rosary. 

Hobby or Professional Photographers 
Are there any professional or hobby photographers willing to 
take pictures around the church and edit them for the Parish 

Website? If so, email Chris Thorne at the Parish Office at: 

db_mediatech@stfrancisbend.org for more information. 

Historic Church Restoration 
and Renovation Campaign 

Thanks to the 178 families who made gifts or pledges to 

this campaign. Below are the results so far: 

Total Project Goal:  $1,500,000 

Cash Needed to Start Work: $1,050,000  

 (70% of project goal) 

Total Committed to the Project: $1996,958 , 
 (including $500,000 from prior gifts) 

Cash Received to Date: $1756,200 
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Fr. Shaji is celebrating his 20th Ordination Anniversary Monday, December 27th! 

Congratulations, Fr. Shaji, on this very special occasion! 

Refreshments will be served after the 7 a.m. Mass. 

mailto:frjose@stfrancisbend.org
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 St. 

ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL NEWS 

The mission of Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate the whole child in 
a Christ-centered community that values service, leadership, and academic excellence. 

 

The vision of our school is to inspire academic scholars motivated to 

serve and lead the world with Faith and moral character. 

2021 Blessing of 

the Classrooms 

Merry Christmas from the 
Staff of St. Francis School! 

Middle School Students helping with the Christmas Food Baskets for service hours. 



 

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 7 

The Scholarship Fund Balance is: $288,839    Historic Church Restoration Fund Balance: $756,200 
2021 YTD Budget: $950,000    YTD Actual: $1,162,762    Variance: $212,722 

Reminder: All contributions must be either received in the Parish Offices or postmarked by December 31, 2021 
in order to eligible for a tax deduction in 2021. 

Stewardship of Giving 

 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 18–19, 2021 $32,632 $19,000 $13,632 $1,162,722 

December 11–12, 2021 $21,011 $19,000 $  2,011 $1,130,090 

December 4–5, 2021 $25,859 $19,000 $  6,859 $1,109,079 

November 27–28, 2021 $41,602 $19,000 $22,602 $1,083,220 

Formed.org: If you have not done so, when you create an 
account on Formed.org, use the parish zip code 97701 to 

access formed.org for free and watch these movies: 

For Children, “Oh Holy Night The King is Born: What 

Christmas is About” and for Adults “The True Meaning of 
Christmas.” 

Sacramental Preparation for children and youth: 

Families with children receiving sacraments in 2022 and 
families of children in their 1st and 2nd year of RCIA, as 

you complete the 3 at-home-sessions from the November 

workshop, please email Janet your family response. The 
next 3 mandatory monthly parent–child workshops are: 

Sunday, January 9th, 2–3:30 p.m. or Monday, January 

10th, 6:30–8:00 p.m.; Sunday, February 6th, 2–3:30 p.m., 

or Monday, February 7th, 6:30–8 p.m.; and Sunday, March 
6th, 2–3:30 p.m., or Monday, March 7th, 6:30–8 p.m. 

The Confirmation Retreat is Saturday, March 5th, and 

is mandatory for all 2022 Confirmation candidates in 
Grades 6–12. Adult volunteers needed. 

RCIA and Sacramental Preparation for Adults: RCIA 
students have completed a season of Alpha, have started 

RCIA classes, and are well on their journey to be fully 

initiated Catholics. If you are an adult interested in joining 

the Catholic Church or completing your sacraments of 
initiation, please contact Janet to schedule a meeting at: 

faithformation@stfrancisbend.org. 

Alpha January 2022: Alpha is an 11 week series where 
guests have an opportunity to explore life and Christian 

faith freely in a friendly and informal environment. Each 

session has three key ingredients: food, Alpha talk, and 
discussion. 

Our next Alpha series starts on Tuesday, January 

18th. We will run two sessions, one in the daytime and one 

in the evening. 
Please go to our Parish Website Alpha page to fill out 

an online registration card: https://www.stfrancisbend.org/

alpha.html. Questions or interested in joining the Alpha 
team? Contact Janet at the Parish Office. 

 

Evangelization and Catechesis 
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