
Sunday Masses: 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th Street Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 
 

Daily Masses: 
M–F 7:00 a.m. (27th Street St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 
 

Reconciliation    Confessions 
Saturday:  27th St. Church      3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church      7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church      8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
 

Serving Our Parish 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne: (541) 550-7914 / kakaylanne@gmail.com 
 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ignacia: (541) 382-4701 / icarrillo@saintfrancisschool.net 

Funerals / Grief Ministry 

Mary McGlone   / (253) 232-6789 

BAPTISMS/MARRIAGE PREP/WEDDINGS/RCIA/
PRAYER CHAIN, please visit our Website or call 
the Parish Office: (541) 382-3631 

Senior Leadership Team 
Pastor: 

Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil  /  frjose@stfrancisbend.org 

Parochial Vicar: 

Fr. Rene Labrador  /  parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Deacon Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

Evangelization and Catechesis: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Head of School Administrative Team: 
Julie Manion   / jmanion@saintfrancisschool.net 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

 

REQUESTS FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS ARE DUE BY  
FRIDAY AT 5 P.M., 8 DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION. 

EMAIL TINA: bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 
 

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW TO RESERVE 
PARISH FACILITIES, please call the Parish Office: 

(541) 382-3631 

 

December 25, 2022
The Nativity of the Lord

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

Historic Church 
450 Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97701 

(Corner of Franklin & Lava 
in Downtown Bend) 

 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

mailto:parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org


A Savior Has Been Born for You 

“D o not be afraid; for I proclaim to you the 
Good news of great joy that a Savior has 
been born for you” (Lk. 2:10-11). We 

have been celebrating our Savior’s birth for more 
than two thousand years—for good reasons. The 
birth of Christ changed world history as no other 
event ever did. This was not an ordinary birth. It 
was God becoming man. “The Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us” says John the Evangelist (Jn. 
1:14). Can any other event in history be greater 
than this? Therefore, let us celebrate it inwardly 
and outwardly. Let us greet everyone a “Merry 
Christmas’” Let our greeting be a statement of our 
faith. Let us be proud of whom we celebrate and 
believe in. Christmas is all about Christ. Let us 
place Him at the center of our life. He is the reason 
for the season. 

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with 
the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and concludes 
on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The first 
Sunday after Christmas we celebrate the feast of 
The Holy Family which this year is 1st of January 
which is also the feast of Mary, Mother of God. 
The second Sunday after Christmas we will cele-
brate Epiphany and the day after that is the feast of 
Baptism of Our Lord. 

The word “Christmas” is derived from the Mid-
dle English word Cristemasse, which comes from 
the Old English Cristes Maesse—a phrase that 
means “Christ’s Mass,” and it was first recorded in 
1038. Over time, it became easier for people to just 
say “Christmas.” Way back in the 5th Century, 
Pope Leo I established the Feast of the Nativity to 
celebrate the mystery of the Incarnation. Christians 
had been celebrating Christmas for centuries before 
that. So, what Pope Leo I did was the formal articu-
lation of something that was believed and celebrat-
ed for centuries. 

The feast of Christmas offers convincing proof 
of God’s infinite love for us. For Jesus is God’s 
greatest gift to all mankind in a long line of pre-
cious blessings bestowed on each of us. Indeed, we 
have much to be thankful for as the St. Francis of 
Assisi Church family. The happy event of Christ-

mas is for our Parish Family 
a truly blessed event. A spe-
cial word of appreciation to all of you who joined 
us to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Know that 
God loves each of you. May you carry away with 
you the fruits of this celebration. 

A special word of thanks to all who helped us 
with the celebrations of Advent and Christmas, co-
ordinated by Dn. Phil McCarty. My sincere thanks 
also to those who worked behind the scenes doing 
the decorating, led by Lupita and Rick Wesseler 
and Judy Kennedy, getting the churches and the 
surroundings ready for the celebrations, the choirs, 
musicians, Eucharistic ministers, lectors, sacristans, 
greeters, ushers, those who prepared the liturgy, the 
new bulletin cover, and everyone else who helped 
in some way. Special thanks to the Knights of Co-
lumbus who prepared an amazing display of the 
Nativity at the entrance to the 27th Street Church. 

I will be away on a family visit from December 
25th to January20th. It has been three years since I 
have been to India to see my family.  I am looking 
forward to meeting my two-year-old nieces, the 
COVID-time miracle babies who were born to my 
brother and his wife after their 28 years of mar-
riage. While in India, I will also officiate two wed-
dings, attend an ordination ceremony at my local 
parish, participate in the priestly silver jubilee cele-
bration of my cousin, and observe the 4th death an-
niversary ceremony of my Mom. I am not looking 
forward to another long flight tightly squeezed in 
economy. But I am looking forward to seeing my 
family and friends. Please keep me in your prayers. 
You will be in my daily thoughts and prayers. 

Thanks a lot to all who have supported St. Fran-
cis Parish this year by prayers and sacrifices. All 
your generous support of our parish, loyalty, volun-
teer hours, and sacrifices are much appreciated. 
May God repay your graciousness and sacrifices 
this Christmas season and the New Year with an 
abundance of spiritual and material joys.  

Have a wonderful Christmas season and a 
blessed New Year! 

—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyill 
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FOR:

Saturday, December 24th [M]   3:00 p.m. Philip Joseph (D) Fr. Anish Philip 
Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14 [H]   4:30 p.m. Patrick Essy Family (L) Rose & Patrick Essy 
Luke 2:1-14 [M]   5:00 p.m. All Priests & Clergy (L) Darrin Podeschi 
 
Sunday, December 25th [H] 12:00 midnight St. Francis Parish Family (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Rene 
Is 9:1-6 [M] 10:00 a.m. Jerry & Loretta Brady (D) Jean McCarthy 
Ti 2:11-14                                   (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Rolando Garcia (D)  Maria Garcia 
Luke 2:1-14  
 
Monday, December 26th [M]   7:00 a.m. Dr. Elinor Ford (D) Veronica Berreen 
Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22 [H] 12:15 p.m. Isidro Davalos (D) Elfida Davalos 
 
Tuesday, December 27th [M]   7:00 a.m. Fr. Shaji Thomas(L) Patricia Cappy 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8 [H] 12:15 p.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Darrin Podeschi 
 
Wednesday, December 28th [M]   7:00 a.m. John Berreen Sr. (D) Veronica Berreen 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18 [H] 12:15 p.m. Personal Intention  Darrin Podeschi 
  
Thursday, December 29th [M]   7:00 a.m. Lela Lupton (D) St. Francis Parish Family 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2:22-35 [H] 12:15 p.m. Personal Intention  Darrin Podeschi 
 
Friday, December 30th [M]   7:00 a.m. Darrin Podeschi (L)  Darrin Podeschi 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 [H] 12:15 p.m. Helen Pollack (D) Bob & Margie Pollack 
 
Saturday, December 31st [H]   8:00 a.m. Megan Lai (L) Shawn & Ann McCance  
1 Jn 2:18-21; Jn 1:1-18 

[M] = Main 27th Street Church  [H] = Historic Church  (D) = Deceased  [L] = Living 
To schedule a Mass Intention, call the parish office at (541) 382-3631 by 1 p.m. on Friday—one week before the next bulletin. 

Winner of the Guadalupano Painting 
Thank you for participating in the traditional Guadalupano painting giveaway. Congratulations to the  
winner—Yareli Villagrana! The amount raised was $1,608.00, which will go toward the renovation of  
the Historic Church. 

Mass Schedule for  
New Year’s Eve & Day: 

12/31/2022 
Normal Vigil Mass: 

 5:00 p.m. / 27th Street Church 
 

01/01/2023 
Normal Mass Schedule: 

   7:30 a.m. / 27th St. Church 
 10:00 a.m. / 27th St. Church 
 12:30 p.m. / 27th St. Church 

(Spanish Mass) 
   4:30 p.m. / Historic Church 

 

Monday, December 26th 
The Feast of St. Stephen, the First Martyr 
Stephen, one of the seven deacons mentioned in the Acts of 
the Apostles, is the first disciple to be martyred for the faith. 
Tuesday, December 27th 
The Feast of St. John—Apostle, and Evangelist 
John, the Beloved Disciple, son of Zebedee, brother of 
James, Is the author of three New Testament Letters, the 
Book of Revelation, and the most spiritual of the four Gospels. 
Wednesday, December 28th 
The Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
The massacre of the innocents bears witness to the blood of 
Jesus which cleanses us from sin and frees us from death. 
Friday, December 30th 
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
Family life is rooted in the unconditional love of God as  
witnessed by the Holy Family. 

Bird Seed Give-Away Today! 
The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) is giving out bird seed after the 10 a.m. Mass today—Christmas Day. Please help care for God’s  
creation. The patron saint of our parish wanted all creation to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. The Secular Franciscans, who strive to follow  
Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis, ask you to use this token of a gift to feed the birds on Christmas Day, in the example of St. Francis of Assisi. 

  —Peace! Robert K. Smith, OFS 



Did you know? 

St. Francis of Assisi is known for making the first life-like Nativity Scene 

in a cave in Greccio, Italy, around the year 1223, with many clergy and 

townspeople attending. Through the years, many churches throughout 

the world set up such Nativity / Manger Scenes, and all owe it to 

St. Francis of Assisi, who wanted to share the love of the Babe of Bethlehem. 

https://www.goodcatholic.com/inventor-of-the-nativity-scene-st-francis-of-assisi/ 

EWTN Video on St. Francis and his Nativity Scene in Greccio Italy: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeQ1ib0-7qE 

The Secular Franciscan Order (SFO) and the people of our parish 

express a heart-felt thank you to the Knights of Columbus, 

Council 1872 of our parish, who have faithfully set up a larger-than-life 

Nativity Scene for this and many past Christmas seasons. 

https://www.goodcatholic.com/inventor-of-the-nativity-scene-st-francis-of-assisi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeQ1ib0-7qE
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Parish Offices Closed 
From Saturday, December 24th, through Monday, 
January 2nd, the Parish offices will be closed for Christ-
mas. They will reopen on Tuesday, January 3rd. 

Blood Drive Reminder 
The KOC/SF Blood Drive is on Friday, December 30th. 
Signup for an appointment at: frankjk2022@gmail.com. 

Retreat with the Eucharist 
All Parishioners are invited to join Fr. 
Richard Roemer of the Franciscan 
Friars of the Renewal for a one-day 
retreat focusing on the Holy Eucharist 
Saturday, December 31st (Spanish) 
or Saturday, January 7th (English), 
at the 27th Street Church from 8:30 
a.m. until 3:30 p.m. A continental 

breakfast and lunch will be provided each day. There is no 
cost for the retreat, but a “free-will” collection will be tak-
en to support the mission of the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal. Online registration is very quick and easy! Just 
fill out the short form at stfrancisbend.org/retreat or scan 
the QR code and fill out the form. 

KOC Sunday Breakfast 
Our next breakfast will be Sunday, January 8th, after the 7:30 
and 10 a.m. Masses. 

—Andrew Untemeyer, Knights of Columbus 

Christmas Faire Update 
The Christmas Faire generated a higher profit than previ-
ously reported! We’re happy to announce that a total of 
$11,587.00 will go toward the renovation of the Historic 
Church! This is indeed a blessing! We’re very thankful to 
everyone involved. 

—Kim & Lezlie 

Gentlemen: Become a Knight! 
Men, do you want to become more 
involved in your Church family? 
Here’s your chance! The Knights of 
Columbus are holding a first, second, 
and third exemplification on Mon-
day, January 9th. Insurance options, 
fund raising, and helping people are 
just a few good reasons to consider 
joining this men’s fraternal organization. But an even bet-
ter reason is the friendships we build and the camaraderie 
that we enjoy when we get together—and it really does not 
require a large amount of time! 

For more information, please contact Pat Burrus, 
Grand Knight, at (435) 659-4623, or Matt Deppmeier, 
Financial Secretary, at (541) 904-5548. 

Grief Ministry—January 2023 
We are starting the Grief Ministry 
Classes again for those who have 
had a spouse, family member, or 
friend pass away. The group offers 
an experience for people to learn, 
heal, grow, and move toward re-
structuring their lives while meet-
ing others in a similar situation. 
We will meet for 7 sessions starting on Thursday, Janu-
ary 19th, from 9:30 to 11 a.m., in the RCIA room. We 
welcome everyone, even those who have already taken 
these classes or want to take them again. Pre-registration is 
required.  

Please contact Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789 / 
mlhmcglone@gmail.com / griefministry@stfrancisbend.org. 

Is It Time? 
. . . for you and your spouse to work on 
your marriage together? The four stages of 
marriage are: (1) Romance, (2) Disillusion-
ment, (3) Misery, and (4) Awakening. Many 
marriages experience the first three Stages. 
Marriages that end in divorce never make it 
to the 4th Stage of Awakening. Don’t give 
up without learning about that 4th stage. If 
your marriage suffers from disillusionment 
or misery, contact Retrouvaille to join us at 

Our Lady of Peace Retreat Center in Beaverton, OR, from 
Friday, January 20th, to Sunday, January 22nd. 

For confidential information about or to register for 
the next program, call (503) 225-9191 or visit the website 
at: www.helpourmarriage.org 

Safety Ministry 
Last July, work began to establish an “Emergency Opera-
tions Plan” for our churches to support a new Safety Min-
istry at St. Francis. The work on that plan has now been 
completed, and a key part of its implementation is the re-
cruiting and training of parish volunteers to serve as Safety 
Ministers at all Masses. The new Safety Ministry will 
overlap, complement, and expand our current Greeter and 
Usher Ministries. The first Safety Ministry training will be 
on Saturday, January 28th, at the 27th Street Church. 

To volunteer for this Ministry or for more information, 
contact our Safety Ministry Coordinator, Scott Vincent at: 

security@stfrancisbend.org. 

Educational Opportunity 
St. Francis Parish has partnered with Santa Clara University 
to offer scholarships in the university’s Graduate Program 
in Pastoral Ministries (GPPM). Live courses are offered 
online. The university is offering a 50% scholarship, and 
the parish can cover the other 50%. A paid internship can 
also be  included for one student. For more information, 
please contact Deacon Phil at the parish office. 

 

https://www.stfrancisbend.org/retreat.html
mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:griefministry@stfrancisbend.org
http://www.helpourmarriage.org/
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The mission of Saint Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate the whole child in a 

Christ-centered community that values service, leadership, and academic excellence. 

 
Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated to  serve 

with faith and moral character. 

 

 

 

 

. . . from the staff and students of St. Francis School! 

 

Pre–K performing the Nativity Story 

Preschool 
sang and 
danced to 

“Sing High, 
Sing Low” for 

their  
parents. 

Congratulations and Thank You! 
Each year our largest service project is to help fill 
the Christmas Food Baskets. St. Francis Middle 
School students help move food and fill baskets in 
an organized way. We made substantial contribu-
tions to 45 or more baskets, making it possible for 
the parish to care for those in need. 

We are grateful to all the parishioners who sup-
port the Christmas Food Drive annually by creat-
ing stockings, providing candies, and gifts. 

—Well Done! 

This year’s Christmas Music Program was 
entitled “Star of the Show.” 

Students dressed as sparkly stars, and 
displayed their talents to discover who 

would be the brightest Christmas Star over Bethlehem. 
Thank you to our Music Teacher, Ms. Colleen Rastovich. 
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Parish Family Faith Events 
Parish Family Faith Events 
are times for families to 
come together at their pa-
rish to grow in faith outside 
of the regular Sunday or 
Holy Day of Obligations. 
These events are open to all 
parishioners. Families with 
children preparing to recei-

ve a sacrament this year or next are asked to attend three 
(3) Parish Family Faith Events each year. Some of the 
events are:  

 Posadas are every night until December 23rd. 

 Stations of the Cross (every Friday during Lent), 
and Triduum Masses.  

For more information, visit the website at: https:/www. 
stfrancisbend.org/family-faith-events.html. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
A new Miscarriage Ministry to help support parents who 
have had (or are currently) experiencing a miscarriage is 
now available so you know that you are not alone. We are 
here to help you process your grief and honor your child 
who is now a saint in Heaven. If you have lost a child to 
miscarriage or stillbirth and would like to speak with some-
one, please reach out to either: Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591, or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Alpha 
 Register online now for Adult Alpha Winter–23. 

 Registration for Youth Alpha Spring–23 is now 
available on the parish website. 

 

Idaho Catholic Youth Conference 
Registration is open for ICYC. We currently have 10 youth 
who will be attending, and we are looking for more high 
school youth to join us on Friday, March 10th, through 
Sunday, March 12th. The cost is $270 per person and co-
vers the conference, hotel, 4 meals, and a T-shirt. We will 
be fundraising, and we are looking for sponsors to help 
youth who cannot afford the full price of the conference. 

We are also looking for donations to help us with Fri-
day dinner, Sunday lunch, and travel snacks. Contact Janet 
Deppmeier at faithformation@stfrancisbend.org for regis-
tration, sponsorship, and donations. 

Volunteers Are Needed! 
 On Wednesdays, one more catechist and a few substi-

tutes for afternoon children’s Faith Formation class. 
Two more small group leaders for our evening Alpha for 
Youth. Meal prep team to feed about 45 youth and team. 

 Twice a month we need help with the Parent–Child 
Workshops: setting up, greeters, and catechists. 

 One volunteer is still needed for the Baptism team to 
help with communication and paperwork. 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 17–18, 2022 $23,207 $22,756 $   451 $1,137,000 

December 10–11, 2022 $31,127 $22,756 $8,371 $1,113,793 

December 3–4, 2022 $30,760 $22,756 $8,004 $1,082,666 

November 26–27, 2022 $15,714 $22,756 ($7,042) $1,051,906 

2022 Stewardship of Giving 

Stewardship Campaign Update 
To date about 16% of our parishioners have returned their commitment cards for our 2022–2023 Annual Stewardship  
Campaign, Belong, Believe, Be Disciples. Thank you to all who have supported the campaign!  

We kindly ask that all parishioners return a card even if you already give, either in the basket or online, and even if 
you are not changing your giving amount. The Campaign is critical to our planning and budgeting, and returning your 
pledge card lets us know you are participating and eliminates the need for a second mailing. If you have lost your pledge 
card, replacements are available in the narthex and at the parish office. 

The Scholarship Fund Balance is: $301,790  The Historic Church Restoration Fund Balance is: $1,212,720 

2022 YTD Budget: $1,160,524   YTD Actual: $1,137,000    Variance: ($23,524) 

https://www.stfrancisbend.org/family-faith-events.html
https://www.stfrancisbend.org/family-faith-events.html



