
Senior Leadership Team 
Pastor: 

Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil  /  
frjose@stfrancisbend.org 

Parochial Vicar: 

Fr. Rogatian Urassa  /  
parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Mowery  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

Submit ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BY 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAY—8 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION. 

Email Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

Sunday Masses*  
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 
07:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*Masses are livestreamed on the Parish website except the 4:30  

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (27th St. Church in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church Mass & afternoon Adoration) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. Mass & Confessions (Historic Church)  

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ignacia: icarrillo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice Ataku: beatriceataku7@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

Grief Ministry: Mary McGlone (253) 232-6789 

December 22, 2024 
4th Sunday of Advent 

and Christmas

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

to accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / RCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–T: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(Corner of Franklin & Lava 

in Downtown Bend) 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

mailto:parochialvicar@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:jesse.stokes@focus.org
mailto:beatriceataku7@gmail.com


A Savior Has Been Born 

“D 
o not be afraid; for I proclaim to you the 
Good News of great joy that a Savior 
has been born for you” (Luke 2:10–11). 

We have been celebrating our Savior’s birth for more 
than two thousand years—for good reasons. The birth 
of Christ changed world history as no other event ever 
did. This was not an ordinary birth. It was God be-
coming man. “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us” says John the Evangelist (John 1:14). Can 
any other event in history be greater than this?  

Liturgically, the real celebration of Christmas be-
gins with the Vigil Masses on Christmas Eve 
(Tuesday at 3 p.m.) and concludes on the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. The first Sunday after Christmas 
is the Feast of The Holy Family. On January 1st, we 
celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God, which is a holy day of obligation. On the second 
Sunday after Christmas, we will celebrate the Epipha-
ny, and the following Sunday, we will celebrate the 
Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, which concludes 
the Christmas Season. Unfortunately, the secular cele-
bration of Christmas ends when we begin the liturgical 
celebration of Christmas.  

A special word of thanks goes to all who helped us 
with the celebrations for Advent and Christmas, coor-
dinated by Dcn. Phil McCarthy. 

Sincere thanks also to those who worked “behind 
the scenes,” doing the decorations, led by Lupita and 

Rick Wesseler and Judy Kennedy, and to the Choirs, 
the Musicians, the Extraordinary Ministers, Lectors, 
Sacristans, Greeters, Ushers, those who prepared the 
liturgy, and anyone else who helped in some way.  

Special thanks, too, to the Knights of Columbus 

who prepared an amazing display of the Nativity at 
the driveway entrance to the Church.  

—————— 

For a second year running, there is no Christmas 
cheer in Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus, with tour-
ists shunning the Palestinian city and many residents 
seeking a way out as the Gaza War grinds on. Bethle-
hem’s Manger Square in front of the Church of the 

Nativity is largely deserted, and souvenir shops are 
shuttered. Once again, there are no plans to put up the 
traditional light-festooned Christmas Tree in the an-
cient settlement that is venerated by Christians as the 
birthplace of Jesus and now sits in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank.  

Christian communities have been in decline across 
the Middle East for generations, and the West Bank is 
no exception. In the last year of British rule over the 
region in 1947, some 85% of Bethlehem's population 
were Christian. As of a 2017 census, the overall popu-
lation of Bethlehem was 215,514 with only 23,000 
Christians among them. That puts the percentage of 
Christians in Bethlehem in 2017 at around 10%. 

Though far from the conflict zone, let us remem-
ber the people caught the crossfires of war in our cele-
brations. What will their Christmas look like this 
year? PRAY for lasting peace! 

The feast of Christmas offers convincing proof of 
God’s infinite love for us. For Jesus is God’s greatest 
gift to all mankind in a long line of precious blessings 
bestowed on each of us. Indeed, we have much to be 
thankful for as a St. Francis of Assisi Church family. 
A special word of appreciation to all of you who 
joined us to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Know 
that God loves each of you. May you carry away with 
you the fruits of this celebration.  

I will be leaving on a family visit to India on Janu-
ary 6th. There are three family weddings, a baptism, 
and the 25th anniversary of the death of my Dad that 
I’m scheduled to officiate while I’m there. I’m not 
sure how many more will come up between now and 
my return. Your prayers are appreciated. Thanks a lot 
to all who have supported St. Francis Parish this year 
by prayers, volunteer services, and financial sacrifices. 
Your love and support are much appreciated. May 
God repay your graciousness and sacrifices this 
Christmas season and in the New Year with an abun-
dance of spiritual and material blessings. 

Have a blessed Christmas season and a grace-
filled New Year! 

—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 

https://www.reuters.com/world/israel-hamas/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/pope-to-visit-a-land-of-disappearing-christians-idUSKBN0E20KX/
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/pope-to-visit-a-land-of-disappearing-christians-idUSKBN0E20KX/
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Saturday, December 21st  [M]   5:00 p.m. Haid McHugh (D) Bob & Margie Pollack 
Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
 
Sunday, December 22nd  [M]   7:30 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Roga 
Mi 5:1-4a  [M] 10:00 a.m. The Essy Family (L)  Rose Essy 
Heb 10:5-10 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Mario Reyes (D) Rodrigo Reyes  
Lk 1:39-45  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Carol Colby (L)  Maria Hoffman 
 
Monday, December 23rd  [M]   7:00 a.m. Sheila Dziak (L)  Judy Kennedy 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66  [H] 12:15 p.m. Souls in Purgatory Patricia M. Cappy 
 
Tuesday, December 24th (Christmas Eve)  [M]   3:00 p.m. Carolyn Callaghan (L) Judy Kennedy 
Is 9:1-6  [H]   5:00 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
Ti 2:11-14  [M]   5:30 p.m. Richard Van Deusen (D) Pam & Ed Cheeney 
Lk 2:1-14 (Spanish Mass) [M]   7:30 p.m. Arellano Arredondo Family (L) Miriam Sanchez 
  [H] 10:00 p.m. Sr. Anne (L) Tina Kjesbo 
   
Wednesday, December 25th (Christmas Day)  [M]   7:30 a.m. The Kramer Family (L) Christine Doyle 
Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14  [M]  10:00 a.m. Bill Smith (D) Kim & Sally Ward 
Lk 2:1-14 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m.  Sanchez Alvarado Family (L) Miriam Sanchez 
 
Thursday, December 26th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Matthew Juric (D)  Fr. Jose Thomas 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22  [H] 12:15 p.m. Edwin Vincentio (D) Leo & Alda Vincentio 
 
Friday, December 27th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Pam Cheeney (L)  Ed Cheeney 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8  [H] 12:15 p.m. Fr. Shaji Thomas (L)  Patricia M. Cappy 
 
Saturday, December 28th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Sisters of Mary of Kakamega (L) Pam & Ed Cheeney 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18     Cardinal Otunga House 

[M] = Main Church    [H] = Historic Church    (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

Knights’ Corner 

This message invites people to reflect on the challenges faced by Mary and Joseph during the cold December night more 
than 2,000 years ago, as symbolized by this Nativity Scene along 27th St. The display serves as a reminder of the impactful 

work done by the Knights of Columbus and emphasizes the strength of collective action in faith. 

Andrew Untermeyer (541) 480-6114    ◄►        Thomas Andrade  (541) 728-8178 
https://www.bendknights1872.org 

Have a Very Merry and Blessed Christmas!  
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Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office. 
For information, call Mary McGlone at  
(253) 232-6789 or send an email to:  
mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@ 
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities. There are regular fun ac-
tivities such as game nights, pizza making, hikes, as 
well as men’s and women’s small group bible studies. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited to join us for Adoration at the 
Historic Church on the 1st Friday of every month, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. For information, call Natasha at 
(541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Masses every Sunday (except on the Knights’ 1st Sun-
day breakfasts). On special days, cake is served. For 
information, email Vicki at va@vickiaudette.com. 

Grief Support Group 
We meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
You are invited to attend, but you need to first contact 
Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or mlhmcglone@ 
gmail.com to find out where we are meeting. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays (except July 
and August) at 6:30 p.m. FD Room 3 at the 27th St. 
Church. For more information, contact Dcn. Steve at 
(253) 222-0582 or stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights offer breakfast on the 1st Sunday of the 
month after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Com-
munity Center or in front of the church year-round. 
For more information, contact Tom Andrade at (541)  
728-8178 / https://www.bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish 
wedding coordinators and met with a priest. Contact 
weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Middle School Youth Group 
Meets almost every 2nd & 4th Sunday from 6:15 to 
7:45 p.m. in the Community Center. Our vision is to 
build kids up in Christ by giving them a safe, healthy 
place to have fun, form their minds, and immerse them 
in the love of God. Contact Janet at: faithformation@ 
stfrancisbend.org to get on the email list. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades 1–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Mowery, at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Pray for Vocations 
Join us on the 1st Tuesday of the month after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass to pray for vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life.  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry invites you to pray the  
Rosary on the 1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Clare Chapel for our vulnerable brothers 
and sisters in the womb. 

RCIA 
Meets on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the RCIA Room 
across from the Chapel. All are welcome whether you 
have questions about being or have been a Catholic all 
of your life. For more information, please call Carl 
Natalizia at (541) 450-9365. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to attend a weekly group that meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us. For more infor-
mation, call the Parish Office and leave a message for 
Terry O’Neil. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! We serve the church and community, 
developing in our spirituality, and socializing 
with other members. Join us on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month in the RCIA 
Room at 2 p.m. For more information, email: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Twenty-Decade Rosary 
Come and pray the 20-decade rosary every Saturday 
at 6:20 a.m. at the Historic Church. For more infor-
mation, call Judy Kennedy at (541) 389-5964. 

 

mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:weddings@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:srice@bendbroadband.com


The Bake Sale Results 
Thank you to all who helped with the bake sale last 
weekend. The proceeds amounted to over $1,000, 
which have been donated toward the Historic Church 
Restoration Project.  

Thanks to all of you who baked or who worked or 
who purchased! 

—Alyson Annunziata and Sherry Rice 

Parish Offices Closed 
The Parish Offices will be closed for Christmas and 
New Year’s from Tuesday, December 24th, through 
Wednesday, January 1st.  

The Offices will be reopened on Thursday, Jan-
uary 2nd. 

Solemnity of Mary 
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, will 
be celebrated on Wednesday, January 1st. This Holy 
Day of Obligation honors Mary as the Mother of 

God. The Mass schedule is as follows: 

Tuesday, December 31st:   
  5:30 p.m.—27th Street Church 

Wednesday, January 1st:* 
  7:00 a.m.—27th Street Church 
12:15 p.m. – Historic Church 
  7:00 p.m.—27th Street Church 
 (Spanish Mass)  

*There will be no Adoration on 
  Wednesday, January 1st.  

Volunteers Needed! 
You are invited to come see what the Church Decorat-
ing Ministry is all about. Join us in decorating for any 
of the scheduled times below for Advent, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and Christmas. If you just want to show up 
and lend a helping hand in making our church beauti-
ful, we will give you something to do. No experience 
necessary!  

Please contact Lupita Wesseler: (541) 977-6535 
or send an email to: lupitawesseler@outlook.com. 
 
Sunday 12/22/24 2–5 p.m. Christmas Decorating 
Sunday 12/29/24 2–3 p.m. Epiphany Decorating 
Sunday 01/05/25 2–4 p.m. Christmas Take Down 
Sunday 01/12/25 4–5 p.m. Ordinary Time 
   Change 

Year of Jubilee 2025 
All are invited to attend the Feast of the Holy Family 
Mass on Sunday, December 29th, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
St. Francis de Sales Cathedral in Baker City as Bishop 
Cary opens the Year of Jubilee. For more details, visit 
DioceseofBaker.org/Jubilee. 

Donate Blood—Help Save Lives! 
St. Francis Parish and the American Red Cross are 
hosting a Blood Drive sponsored by the Knights of  
Columbus on Monday, December 30th, from 10:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m., in the Community Center.  

To schedule an appointment, call 1 (800) RED 
CROSS or Pat Creedican at (541) 678-1131.  

To sign up online, visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter the sponsor code: StFrancisBend. 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Christmas Eve, December 24th  

Main Church at 27th St. 
3 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. (English) 

7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

Historic Church 
5 p.m. & 10 p.m. (English) 

 Christmas Day, December 25th  

Main Church at 27th St. 

7:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. (English) 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 
Live Stream from the Main Church: stfrancisbend.org 

mailto:lupitawesseler@outlook.com
http://dioceseofbaker.org/Jubilee


2024 Stewardship of Giving 
Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 14–15, 2024 $29,847 $25,853 $  3,994 $1,241,407 

December 7–8, 2024 $23,324 $25,853 ($  2,529) $1,211,560 

November 30 / December 1, 2024 $21,347 $25,853 ($  4,506) $1,188,236 

November 23–24, 2024 $15,782 $25,853 ($10,071) $1,166,889 

Scholarship fund balance: $341,960 
Historic Church Renovation funds raised to date: $2,292,395  ♦  Historic Church Renovation expenditures to date: $2,225,957 

Historic Church Phase 2 
 Goal:  $1.3 million  Funds raised to date:  $351,933 Expenditures to date: $318,894 

Offertory 
 Y-T-D Budget     vs.     Y-T-D Actual    Variance 
   $1,292,600  $1,241,407    ($51,193) 
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Raffle Ticket Winners 
Gift Card #1: Lynn Murphy 
Taco Salsa Gift Card: Sherry Rice 
Gift Card #2: Kelly McDonald 
Taco Salsa Gift Card: Dan Beougher  
Gift Card #3: Filomena Aguirre 
Taco Salsa Gift Card: Dave Kramer 
Gift Card #4: Giselle Acevedo 
Taco Salsa Gift Card: Sr. Florence, SMK 
Trader Joe’s Basket: Connie Mitchell  

Volunteers / Helpers Needed! 
The Sisters of Mary of Kakamega ask parishioners to 
help us at the Cardinal Otunga House—a 5-bed, Adult 
Foster Care Facility in a neighborhood located minutes 
from the 27th St. Church. We need “helpers” to work 
with us in making a cozy, home-like environment. 
We trust in Jesus, Mother Mary, and the good people 
of our parish to help us—when and as you can. Email 
Sr. Consolata: cmogoa@gmail.com or Sr. Beatrice: 
beatriceataku7@gmail.com, or call (541) 312-5765 or 
visit us at: https://otungasmkfostercarehome.org. 

Taize 
The Taize Choir of Central Oregon invites you to par-
ticipate in an hour of meditative music, prayer, and 
silence at our monthly interfaith service, on Thurs-
day, January 2nd, 7 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal 
Church (St. Helen’s Hall), 231 NW Idaho, Bend.  

All are welcome to come early to listen to or par-
ticipate in our rehearsal at 6:15 p.m. The theme for 
this month’s service is “Gratitude.”  

For more information call (541) 815-5574, or 
send an email to: taizebend@gmail.com. 

Retrouvaille Retreat 
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Join Ore-
gon Retrouvaille as we host a working weekend for 
couples struggling in their marriages by couples who 
have been there in the struggle. The program is highly 
successful in supporting hurting marriages. Come on 
Friday, January 31st, to Sunday, February 2nd, at 
the Canby Grove Retreat Center in Canby, OR. Visit 
www.helpourmarriage.org for program information 
and emotional testimonials.  

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday      11 a.m.–12 p.m.   

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m.   5–6 p.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.   

Wednesday     5–6 p.m.    

Thursday    3–4 p.m.   2–3 p.m.  

Friday   10–11 a.m.      

[a.m. at St. Clare Chapel  /  p.m. at Historic Church] 

Adoration Needs 
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

mailto:cmogoa@gmail.com
mailto:beatriceataku7@gmail.com
https://otungasmkfostercarehome.org/
mailto:taizebend@gmail.com
https://oregonretrouvaille.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d283f7e62db91df106891647a&id=2e85e54a4e&e=ec986de823
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

Dignity for the Elderly / 24-hour care 

Cardinal Otunga House 

Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
www.otungasmkfostercarehome.org 
Sr. Consolata Mogoa / (541) 312-5765 
www.sistersofmaryofkakamega.org 

Licensed by the State of Oregon DHS 

 
School Spotlight 

Our Lego Robotics Teams  
competed on December 15th. 

The teams even practiced over 
Thanksgiving Break to prepare 

for this competition. The 
students learned to build the 

robots, and then program them 
to complete different tasks. 
Our four teams competed at 
Mountain View High School 

with other teams from across 
Central Oregon. 

The staff at St. Francis 
 of Assisi Catholic School 

would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas.  
We would like to say thank you to our sponsors, businesses, and anyone 
who has supported our school. Your donations help us in so many ways 

to provide a faith-based education to our students and to provide opportunities 
in the classroom, field trips, and scholarships for students who would not be able to go 

to our school without your support. Again, thank you and Merry Christmas! 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Family Fun Night is Friday, January 31st. There will be fun and games 

to celebrate the end of National Catholic Schools Week. More details to come. 
 

Save The Date! 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School’s Auction, “Gin and Jazz,” is on 

Saturday, March 1st, at the Riverhouse. Auction Sponsorships and business 
advertising are now available. Please contact Danielle Abedrabbo 

at the school for 
more information.  



 


