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SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice: machisub@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 

December 21, 2025 
4th Sunday of Advent

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 
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Why Emmanuel Is Jesus 

T 
he name Emmanuel, meaning “God with us,” 
stands at the heart of the Christian mystery.  
It expresses the astonishing truth that in Jesus 

Christ, God Himself comes to dwell among humanity. 
According to Catholic teaching, this title is not a po-
etic symbol, but a revealed reality confirmed in Scrip-
ture, affirmed by the Fathers of the Church, and pro-
claimed through the living Tradition of the Church. 
Among all biblical texts, the Gospel of Matthew most 
clearly connects the ancient prophecy of Emmanuel 
with the historical birth of Jesus. For Catholics, this 
connection is not merely literary—the name reveals 
the identity and mission of Christ Himself. 
 
1.  The Gospel of Matthew: Emmanuel Fulfilled  
in Jesus 

Matthew 1:22–23 explicitly identifies Jesus as the  
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel,’ which means, 
God with us.” This passage does several important 
theological things: 

a. Matthew affirms that Isaiah’s prophecy is 
Christological. 

Isaiah 7:14 originally promised a sign of God’s pres-
ence and deliverance to the house of David. Matthew, 
writing under divine inspiration, reveals that its defin-
itive fulfillment occurs not in a temporary historical 
event, but in the birth of Jesus from the Virgin Mary. 

b. The name “Emmanuel” reveals Jesus’ divine 
identity. 

Matthew does not say that Jesus was literally called 
Emmanuel as a common name. Instead, he teaches 
that what the name signifies—God’s presence among 
His people—is perfectly realized in Jesus. This aligns 
with biblical tradition, where names often express 
mission or identity (e.g., Jesus = “God saves”). 

c. The infancy narrative establishes the mystery  
of the Incarnation. 

By linking Jesus to “God with us,” Matthew intro-
duces the entire Gospel’s central theme: God has 
come among humanity in a new and definitive way. 

The final verse of Matthew echoes this: “I am with 
you always, to the end of the age” (Mt 28:20). Thus, 
the Gospel begins and ends with the promise of di-
vine presence—the presence of Jesus Himself. 
 
2. Witness of the Fathers of the Church 

The early Church Fathers unanimously interpreted 
“Emmanuel” as referring to Jesus Christ. They saw 
the prophecy as a clear affirmation of both His di-
vinity and His incarnation. 

St. Irenaeus of Lyons (2nd Century) 

Irenaeus argued that the virgin birth and the title Em-
manuel proved Christ’s divine origin. In Against Her-
esies, he explains that Emmanuel reveals both that 
Jesus is God and that He has truly become human for 
our salvation. 

St. Athanasius (4th Century) 

In On the Incarnation, Athanasius teaches that only 
God Himself could restore humanity from sin. There-
fore, the prophecy of Emmanuel points to the neces-
sity of the Word becoming flesh. For Athanasius, 
“God with us” is not symbolic; it is the literal pres-
ence of God the Son dwelling among men. 

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

Cyril taught that Emmanuel is a direct affirmation of 
the divinity of Christ: “For Emmanuel means ‘God 
with us,’ showing that the one born of the Virgin is 
truly God.” 

St. Augustine 

Augustine connected Emmanuel with the entire life of 
Christ, His teaching, His sacraments, His Passion, and 
His abiding presence in the Church. For Augustine, 
Emmanuel is the pledge that God is not distant but 
intimately close through Christ. 

The Fathers unanimously hold: the prophecy of 
Emmanuel is fulfilled only and perfectly in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
3. Sacred Tradition and the Church’s Teaching 

Catholic Tradition continuously teaches that Jesus is 
Emmanuel because: 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Vigil Mass, December 20th  [M]   5:00 p.m. George Charles Smith (D) Dorothy Smith 
Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7     
Mt 1:18-24 
 
Sunday, December 21st  [M]   7:30 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Is 7:10-14  [M] 10:00 a.m. Kathy Sansom (D) St. Francis Parish 
Rom 1:1-7 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Francisco Ortega (D) Ceberiana Ortega 
Mt 1:18-24  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Pastora & Eugenio Amon, Sr. (L) Maria Swisher  
 
Monday, December 22nd  [C]   7:00 a.m. —NO MASS— 
1 Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, December 23rd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Patricia M. Cappy 
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Lk 1:57-66  [H] 12:15 p.m. Herminia Jallores (D) Maria Hammack 
 
Wednesday, December 24th  [M]   2:30 p.m. David Mize (D) The Mize Family 
Is 62:1-5;   [H]   4:30 p.m. Kristie H. (L) Faithful Friend 
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25;   [M]   6:00 p.m. Fr. Joseph Karl Levine (L) Patricia M. Cappy 
Mt 1:1-25  (Spanish Mass) [H]   7:30 p.m. Thomas Samuel Lujan (D) Sandi Lujan 
 
Thursday, December 25th  [M]  12:00 a.m. Rosie Reith (D) Bob & Margie Pollack 
Is 52:7-10;   [M]   7:30 a.m. Dr. Francis & Geri Martorano (D) Strelchun Family 
Heb 1:1-6;   [M] 10:00 a.m. Vincent & Maria Martorano (L) Strelchun Family 
Jn 1:1-18 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Esperanza Zuñiga (D) Lemus Family 
 
Friday, December 26th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Dcn. Steve & Mary McGlone (L)* Dcn. Steve McGlone 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Mt 10:17-22  [H] 12:15 p.m. Mary Kelly (D) Margaret & Ernie Barnes 

 
Saturday, December 27th  [H]  8:00 a.m. Sisters of Mary of Kakamega (L) Pam & Ed Cheeney 

1 Jn 1:1-4; Jn 20:1a, 2-8    Cardinal Otunga House 
*Wedding Anniversary 

[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church  (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631\ by 4 p.m. 

on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

a. Jesus is truly God and truly man. 

The Council of Nicaea (325) affirmed that Jesus is 
“God from God, Light from Light, true God from  
true God.” 

The Incarnation means that God is now “with  
us” in a human nature. The Catechism sums this up: 
CCC 422: “When the fullness of time had come, God 
sent His Son . . . Emmanuel—‘God with us.’ ” 

b. The Church’s liturgy confirms the identity of 
Emmanuel. 

Every Advent, the Church prays the “O Antiphons,” 
including O Emmanuel, acknowledging that the child 
born of Mary is God’s promised presence. In the  
Roman Missal, the Preface of Christmas proclaims:  
“In Christ, the light of Your glory has shone upon us; 
for though invisible in His divine nature, He has ap-
peared visibly in ours.” 

c. The Eucharist is the sacramental continuation of 
Emmanuel. 

Catholic Tradition teaches that Christ remains “God 
with us” not only in the Incarnation but in the Eucha-
rist. In CCC 1374: “The whole Christ is truly, really, 
and substantially contained.”  

Thus, the mystery of Emmanuel extends from 
Bethlehem to the altar. 

d. The presence of Christ in His Church fulfills  
the prophecy. 

Jesus’ final promise, “I am with you always,” is lived 
out in the sacraments, His Word, the communion of 
believers, and the action of the Holy Spirit. 

In all these ways, the Church proclaims: Emmanuel 
did not only come 2,000 years ago—He remains 
among us. 
 

A ccording to Catholic teaching, Jesus is Emmanuel 
because He is the perfect and definitive presence 

of God among His people. Matthew’s Gospel reveals 
that the ancient prophecy of Isaiah reaches its fulfill-
ment in the virgin birth of Jesus. The Fathers of the 
Church recognized in Emmanuel the declaration of 
Jesus’ divinity and humanity, the heart of the Incarna-
tion. And the living Tradition of the Church continues 
to proclaim Christ as “God with us” through Scripture, 
liturgy, doctrine, and sacramental life. 

Therefore, the name Emmanuel is not simply a  
title, but a summary of the Christian faith itself:  
In Jesus Christ, God is with us forever. 

—Fr. Victor Mena 

(Continued from page 2): 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday    1–2 p.m.     

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.  3–4 p.m. 4–5 p.m.   

Wednesday     3–4 p.m.    5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday         5–6 p.m.  

Friday 8–9 a.m.          

Stewardship of Giving* 

OFFERTORY 
  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
     $1,284,200      $1,249,383   ($34,817)  

*Please do not use PayPal online as we have no way to identify who the donor is or how to allocate the funds. 
—Thank you for your cooperation, Jane Rude, Finance Director 

 
Knights’ Corner 

Knights of Columbus Council 1872 

Your Knights will be hosting a “New Year’s Hot Tamale Sale” on Sunday, January 
11th. Orders will be taken after all Masses on Sunday, December 28th. The cost is 

$35 per dozen, with both chicken and pork varieties available. 

Please note that our regular monthly breakfast in the Community Center 
will also be moved to January 11th to coincide with the tamale sale, 

allowing us to support both events together. 

More details will be provided in next week’s Knights’ Corner. 
Thank you for your continued dedication and service. 

Vivat Jesus, 
Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 13–14, 2025 $28,380 $25,774 $2,606 $1,249,383 

December 6–7, 2025 $28,504 $25,774 $2,730 $1,221,003 

November 29–30, 2025 $16,156 $25,774 ($9,618) $1,192,499 

November 22–23, 2025 $35,374 $25,774 $9,600 $1,176,343 

High School Youth Ministry 
ICYC is March 13–15 in Boise, ID, and open to all high school youth. The cost is $240 per youth 

and covers: transportation from St. Francis, 6 meals, 2 nights of lodging, and the conference. For 
more information and to register, go to our Parish Website: Youth - St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 

Church - Bend, OR. Contact JANET at the Parish Office if you can sponsor one of our youth.   

https://www.stfrancisbend.org/youth.html
https://www.stfrancisbend.org/youth.html


Raffle Ticket Sales 
Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei High School will 
sell raffle tickets at $20 per ticket—with the poten-
tial to win a $1,000 cash prize—after all the Masses 
this weekend and on December 27/28, and Janu-
ary 3/4 at the 27th Street Church to benefit the high 
school’s general funds.  

The winner will be drawn at the Vision Dinner (the 
school’s big annual fundraiser) on February 7th. 

For any questions or for more information, please 
send an email to: lauren.evans.roach@gmail.com. 

Christmas 2025 Mass Schedule* 

Christmas Eve—December 24th: 

2:30 p.m. – 27th St. Church 

4:30 p.m. – Historic Church 

6:00 p.m. – 27th St. Church 

7:30 p.m. – Historic Church (Spanish) 
 

Christmas Day—December 25th: 

(All Christmas Day Masses 
will be at the 27th St. Church) 

Midnight Mass 

  7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

*There will be no Adoration on Wednesday, 
December 24th, Thursday, December 25th, 

and Friday, December 26th. 

Parish Office Closure 
The Parish office will be closed for Christmas and 
New Year’s from Wednesday, December 24th, 
through Friday, January 2nd. The office will re-
open on Monday, January 5th. 

Knights of Columbus Blood Drive 
The Red Cross Blood Drive is coming to St. Francis 
Parish on Wednesday, December 31st. Sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus, it will be held in the Parish 
Community Center. Time slots for “Power Reds” are 
especially needed. To sign up, go to: redcrossblood.org, 
change the zip code to 97701, click on “Make an Ap-
pointment,” and then schedule your time. 

The Knights of Columbus will also be in the 27th 
St. Church narthex to sign up donors after the weekend 
Masses, or call Pat Creedican at (541) 678-1131. 

SVdP December “Warm Hands” Drive 
You can make a difference for our Neighbors in Need 
by giving the gift of warm hands. New and gently used 
gloves and mittens of all sizes can be placed in the bins 
in the narthex of both churches. 

Solemnity of Mary 
The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, will 
be celebrated on Thursday, January 1st. This Holy 

Day of Obligation honors Mary as the Mother of God. 
The Mass schedule is as follows: 

Wednesday, December 31st: 

   5:30 p.m.—27th Street Church 

Thursday, January 1:* 

    7:00 a.m.—27th Street Church 
 12:15 p.m.—Historic Church 
   7:00 p.m.—27th Street Church (Spanish) 

*There will be no Adoration on Thursday, January 1st. 

Knights’ Breakfast 
The Knights of Columbus Sunday Breakfast will be on 
January 11th, the 2nd Sunday in January. 

Coffee and Donuts 
The Fellowship Ministry will have coffee and donuts on 
Sunday, January 18th, and Sunday, January 25th. 

Save the Date! 
The Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei High School 
invites you to our Annual Vision Dinner: “A Joyful 
Adventure” to be held on Saturday, February 7th,  
at the Bend Elks Lodge.  

Enjoy an evening of fellowship and inspiration! 
Learn more at: chestertonmaterdei.org. 
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 6 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH MINISTRIES 

Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
All college students and college-aged young adults 
(18–29) are encouraged to email evan.melchior@  
focus.org or celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults for regular fun activities such as 
game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Note time change 
to 11:30 instead of 11:45 a.m.) at the Par-
ish Office. For more information, please  
send an email to Mary McGlone  
at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30–8 p.m. in FD2. 
Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, Adora-
tion, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese High School Retreat, and ICYC. 

Please call Janet at the Parish Office for more  
information. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Respect for Life Pro-Life Rosary . . . 
Prays the Rosary on the 1st Sunday of the month at 
9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare Chapel for our vulnerable 
brothers and sisters in the womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives  
and having a brotherhood to support us. For more in-
formation, please send an email to Terry O’Neil at: 
menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Please join us on the 2nd &  
4th Tuesdays of the month in the  
Faith Development Room #3 at 2 p.m.  
For more information, email Sherry Rice  
at srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Contact Emily at: 
emily.rastovich@gmail.com or Ashley: ashleygage05 
@yahoo.com for information and the meeting location. 

 

mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:weddings@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:menofstathanasius@gmail.com
mailto:srice@bendbroadband.com
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 
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Merry Christmas! 
From the students, parents, and staff at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School, we want to wish you all a 

very Merry Christmas. If you are traveling, please be safe and enjoy this time with family and friends. 

If you would like more information about the school, scan the QR code for our first edition of our magazine. 

Why Should You Choose St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 

High academic standards, holistic approach to education, character and 
values education, strong sense of community, a safe and disciplined set-
ting, a diverse and inclusive setting, focus on preparing your student for 
high school, technology incorporated into the classroom, extracurricular 
activities, dedicated and passionate teachers, consistent learning envi-
ronment, positive school culture, parental involvement, lifelong benefits  
of values-based education, and small class sizes. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a business sponsor, please  
scan the QR code for additional information or send an email to  
DANIELLE ABEDRABBO at: development@saintfrancisschool.net. 

mailto:development@saintfrancisschool.net



