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Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

Sunday Masses*  
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 
07:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*Masses are livestreamed on the Parish website except the 4:30  

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (27th St. Church in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church Mass & afternoon Adoration) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. Mass & Confessions (Historic Church)  

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ignacia: icarrillo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice Ataku: beatriceataku7@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

Grief Ministry: Mary McGlone (253) 232-6789 

December 1, 2024 
1st Sunday of Advent

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

to accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / RCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–T: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(Corner of Franklin & Lava 

in Downtown Bend) 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 
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Advent—An Overview 

A 
dvent is a time for us to understand that 
God is always doing something new for us. 
Unlike the commencement of the New 

Year, the Universal Church begins its new liturgi-
cal year on the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is 
all about preparation while waiting. We are called 
during this holy time to wait with anticipation 
knowing the joys of what is to come with the arri-
val of Christ. The Church, in her wisdom, sets 
aside this season as a time of waiting and prepara-
tion to get our hearts and minds ready for the cele-
bration of the Nativity of Our Lord.  

During Advent we practice the discipline of 
opening our hearts to the presence of Christ in our 
midst; we wait for a glimpse of the truth that he is 
with us; we long to experience the joy of his pres-
ence and the wonder of the love of our God, who 
became flesh and dwelt amongst us and whose 
Spirit is with us, encouraging us to join in the liv-
ing of God's Kingdom now. Our task during the 
Advent season is to imitate Mary by pondering the 
Word of God and allowing it to resonate within our 
hearts. 

The vestments change, the Gospel changes as 
the Church moves into a new cycle recalling and 
celebrating God's coming to our world in Jesus. 
This new liturgical year we will hear from the Gos-
pel of Luke. The Gospel of Luke is set in the early 
1st century in the Roman Empire, and was likely 
written between 65 and 75 AD. In contrast with 
Mark and Matthew, Luke’s gospel is clearly writ-
ten more for a gentile audience. And, so, it tells the 
story in some slightly different ways than do the 
other gospels. It has different interests. It has dif-
ferent thematic concerns. The Gospel of Luke em-
phasizes the upside-down nature of God's King-
dom, where the poor and humble are elevated. The 
book also demonstrates Jesus’ sympathy for Sa-
maritans and Gentiles.  

The Gospel of the first Sunday of Advent re-
minds us to listen attentively to His words and take 
care to make sure that our “hearts do not become 
drowsy from . . . the anxieties of everyday life.” 
How easy it is to get caught up in the daily tasks of 

work, school, and family—all good things, but 
things that can draw us ever so slightly away from 
the center of our lives, Jesus Christ.  

On the second Sunday of Advent, we have the 
first written proclamation of the Gospel—the Good 
News of Jesus the Christ, the Son of God. Luke in-
troduces John the Baptist, a messenger sent before 
the Messiah who “proclaimed a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins.” He called people 
to “prepare the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight.”  

The third Sunday of Advent delves deeper into 
the person of John the Baptist and his role in the 
overall scheme of salvation. John makes it clear to 
those questioned him that he is not the Christ and 
said, “. . . one mightier than I is coming. I am not 
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” This is 
John’s greatness, to know and accept the particular 
role he is given for the Kingdom. It is the Gaudete 
(rejoice) Sunday when we light the rose candle, 
and wear rose vestments that set a tone of joyful 
expectation of the Lord’s birth as we cross the half-
way mark in our preparations. 

The fourth Sunday of Advent presents us with 
Mary, the model of Christian living. Immediately 
after the Annunciation, she goes to the hill country 
to help her cousin, Elizabeth, who was in the sixth 
month of her pregnancy. The Visitation inspires us 
to share Christ with others and to reach out to those 
in need. 

Over the four weeks of Advent, the Church pro-
vides the opportunity for us to encounter the mys-
tery of Christ present in the Advent liturgy. We are 
invited to gather, to encounter, recall, reflect, to 
share, connect and consider how we will live dif-
ferently as a result of what we have experienced. 
By being together with our stories, our questions, 
our open hearts and minds, we can form a commu-
nity that lifts, honors, and learns from each other as 
we are sent out with anticipation and joy this Ad-
vent season. 

 
—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 
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Saturday, November 30th  [M]   5:00 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Roga 
Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thes 3:12—42; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 
 
Sunday, December 1st  [M]   7:30 a.m. Clara Komar (D) Komar Sisters 
Jer 33:14-16   [M] 10:00 a.m. Fr. Christopher Bennett (L)  Paula Tierney 
1 Thes 3:12—42; Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Eric & Melody Brown (L) Mike & Anne O’Herron  
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Micah Andrew Bland (D)  Cheryl O’Donnell 
 
Monday, December 2nd  [M]   7:00 a.m. Front Desk Volunteers (L)  St. Francis Parish 
Is 2:1-5; Mt 8:5-11  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
 
Tuesday, December 3rd  [M]   7:00 a.m. Henry & Florence Zielinski (D) Hank Zielinski 
Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24  [H] 12:15 p.m. Gene Duson (L) Rickricks Family 
 
Wednesday, December 4th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Sherry Rice (L) Judy Kennedy 
Is 25:6-10a;  (School Mass) [M]   8:15 a.m. Jack & Carol Mumford (L) Sherry Rice 
Mt 15:29-37  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
 
Thursday, December 5th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Luis Ortega (L)  Letty Ortega 
Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
 
Friday, December 6th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Victoria Eiguren (D) Rickricks Family 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31  [H] 12:15 p.m. End to Abortion   Pamela Van Eikeren 
 
Saturday, December 7th  [H]   8:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory Patty Marx 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8  

[M] = Main Church    [H] = Historic Church    (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

Knights’ Corner 
Join us for our Monthly Breakfast this Sunday 

in the Community Center after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses 
—$10 for adults  /  $5 for children— 

 

We are also selling Christmas Cards in the narthex of the 27th St. Church 
after all the Masses this Sunday 

and on the next two Sundays—December 7th and 8th. 

 Andrew Untermeyer (541) 480-6114 

 Thomas Andrade (541) 728-8178 

Farewell to Benjamin 
Benjamin Cowan will be leaving the St. Francis Staff. Over the last year and a half on the St. Francis 
Evangelization and Catechesis Team, Benjamin has shared his gift of bringing people to know Christ. 

We are greatly appreciative of Benjamin’s work of evangelization—especially in starting up the 
St. Athanasius Men’s Group, leading the Parish Alpha, and his work with the youth of our parish. 

We wish Benjamin the very best as he begins the next chapter in his life. 
Please remember him in your prayers.  
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Well, I am sure you are wondering how 
can the three wisemen be early, when the 
Christ child has not even been born yet! 
And don’t they come in January? 

Yes, for those who follow scripture, you 
are correct, but for those who have been 
following the stock market for the past two 
years, a Wiseman or Wisewoman should 
be talking with your Financial Advisor. 

Year end is right around the corner, and 
given the rise in stock, mutual funds and 
ETFs, those who own stocks—especially 
growth stocks like Apple, Google, Tesla, 
Nvidia, and Microsoft—might find higher 
values than one or two years ago. 

If you are lucky and have owned stocks 
of companies for more than 10 years, they 
have probably appreciated. 

Making a stock gift is what a wise per-
son is advised to do—as a charity that re-
ceives your shares does not have to pay the 
capital gains taxes like individuals do. 

But do not delay and wait till after Ad-
vent is over—as it may not be enough time 
for your advisors to get the shares trans-
ferred to the charity of your choice. Reach 
out to Deacon Phil at the Office for simple 
instructions on how a wise giver can easily 
transfer shares of appreciated stock to help 
with the Historic Church, or to meet your 
annual stewardship gift, or to add to the 
School Scholarship Fund or endowment. 

Coming in January of 2025, we plan to 
hold some informational meetings on how 
to utilize the Qualified Charitable Distri-
butions from IRAs for those over age 70.5 
years young. The Secure 2.0 Act did move 
the new Required Minimum Distribution 
rules to age 73, and even to 75 for young 
people, but a gift directly from an IRA for 
someone over age 70.5 is a great tax effi-
cient way to support the Historic Church, 
Parish, School, or Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

The other reason that it may make sense 
next year is that IRA values have also been 
growing for the past two years, and every 
year that we get older, the percentage we 
take out goes higher. For anyone over age 
85, the RMD is almost 6 percent, and for 
those age 87, it is around 7 percent. 

So, if you were blessed to have your 
IRA appreciate over the past few years, 
and those RMDs are getting bigger, it 
makes sense to consider Qualified Charita-
ble Distributions, especially for those who 
no longer itemize deductions. 

So, yes, the wise investor who has ap-
preciated stock and IRAs that have bene-
fited from the past two years, might want 
to consider having an “Epiphany” well be-
fore January 6th! 

Merry Christmas to everyone during 

this time of Advent and God’s most appre-

ciated gift of all—the Christ Child. 

“The Three Wisemen Are Early” 



Please Help the Altar Society! 
If you can help the Altar Society in any way with  
Funeral Luncheons, please contact Sherry Rice at: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Christmas Raffle Ticket Sales 
Raffle tickets for $1 each are being sold after all the 
Masses this weekend, November 30/December 1, 
and next, December 7/8. The Raffle tickets are for 
two $400 Grocery Gift Cards, one $300 Visa Gift 
Card, and one $300 Gasoline Gift Card. Proceeds go 
toward the Historic Church Renovation. 

Christmas  Luncheon 
All ladies of St. Francis Parish 
are invited to attend the Altar 
Society’s Annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Wednesday,  
December 4th, at Chan’s Chi-
nese Restaurant on SE 3rd St. 

Even if you have never attended before, please come 
to enjoy the conversation and the good food! We need 
your RSVP before noon on Monday, December 2nd.   

Please call Judy at (541) 389-5964, or send an 
email to: judyekennedy@ icloud.com. We hope to see 
you there! 

Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei 
A classical, Catholic High School is 
opening in Central Oregon in the 
Fall of 2025! Please join us for an  
information session about Chesterton 
Academy of Mater Dei on Wednes-
day, December 4th, at 5:30 p.m., in 
the Faith Development rooms at St. Francis Church 
on 27th Street. Light refreshments and childcare for 
kids of all ages will be provided. Find more infor-
mation about our school at https://chestertonmaterdei. 
org/ or scan the QR code. 

Taize 
The Taize Choir invites you to participate in an hour 
of meditative Taize music, prayer, and silence on 
Thursday, December 5th, at 7 p.m., at Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Bend. For more information, please 
call (541) 815-5574 or email taizebend@gmail.com. 

All-Night Vigil of Reparation 
The First Friday Vigil is at the Historic Church on 
Friday, December 6th, beginning with Family Holy 
Hour Adoration at 6 p.m., and concluding after the  
8 a.m. Mass on Saturday morning, December 7th, 
with Confessions at 8:30 a.m. 

For more information: Abraham Hernandez at 
hernandez.abraham12@yahoo.com. 

Catholic Men’s Conference 
Men of our parish are encouraged to attend this confer-
ence that offers a meaningful opportunity to grow in 
their faith and strengthen their spiritual lives on Satur-
day, December 7th, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m., at the St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, in Salem. 

For more information, and/or to register, visit the 
Conference Website at: https://theholyleague.org. 

Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception 

Monday, December 9th, is a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion. The Masses are as follows: 

  7:00 a.m. 27th St. Church 
  8:15 a.m. 27th St. Church (School Mass—all welcome) 

12:15 p.m. Historic Church 
  5:30 p.m. 27th Street Church 
  7:00 p.m. 27th Street Church (Spanish Mass) 

Christmas Bake Sale 
St. Clare’s Helpers is sponsoring a Bake Sale on the 
weekend of December 14/15. We’re asking women, 
men, and children to bake goods to sell. Please bring 
them to the Parish Office on Friday, December 13th, 
between 8:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. All proceeds will go 
toward the Historic Church Renovation. 

Advent Reconciliation 
Advent Reconciliation with Visiting Priests will take 
place on Thursday, December 19th, from 3 to 4:30 
p.m., and from 6 to 7:30 p.m., at the 27th St. Church. 

Christmas Basket Food Drive 
To fill and deliver 100 baskets, we continue 
to collect the following nonperishable 
food and toiletry items: sugar, flour, 
cooking oil, peanut butter, jam or jelly, 
rice, pancake mix, syrup, toothbrushes 
& toothpaste. Please place them in the bins in the nar-
thex or outside the parish office. Monetary donations 
are also needed to purchase ham, produce, eggs and 
dairy products. Write “Christmas Baskets” on the 
memo line of your check, and place your contribution 
in the offertory collection, bring it to the Parish Office, 
or use Online Giving.  

Applications to receive a food basket are available 
at the Parish Office or at: http://ww.stfrancisbend.org/
christmasbasket.html. 

Please sign up your family or someone you know 
who is in need of food assistance in the Bend area. 

Many volunteers are needed to deliver food baskets 
on Saturday, December 21st. Questions? Contact 
Gina Lorenz at gmlorenz63@gmail.com. Thank you 
for your generous donations! 

  —The Christmas Basket Team 
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2024 Stewardship of Giving 
Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

November 23–24, 2024 $15,782 $25,853 ($10,071) $1,166,889 

November 16–17, 2024 $36,864 $25,853 $11,011 $1,151,107 

November 9–10, 2024 $34,683 $25,853 $  8,830 $1,114,243 

November 2–3, 2024 $34,150 $25,853 $  8, 297 $1,079,560 

Scholarship fund balance: $335,841 
Historic Church Renovation funds raised to date:  $2,283,562.96  

Historic Church Renovation expenditures to date: $2,225,363 

Historic Church Phase 2 
 Goal:  $1.3 mil  Funds raised to date:  $351,933   Expenditures to date: $318,894 

Offertory 
 Y-T-D Budget    vs.   Y-T-D Actual Variance 

 $1,215,091  $1,166,889($39,187($48,152) 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Christmas Eve, December 24th  

Main Church at 27th St. 

3 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. (English) 
7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

Historic Church 
5 p.m. & 10 p.m. (English) 

 Christmas Day, December 25th  

Main Church at 27th St. 

7:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. (English) 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 
Live Stream from Main Church: 

stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Offices Closed 
The Parish Office will be closed for Christmas  
and New Year’s from Tuesday, December 24th, 
through Wednesday, January 1st. 
 The Office will reopen on Thursday,  
January 2nd. 

  

Plant Care Volunteer Needed 
We are looking for people to manage and care for  
the plants in the church. If you love plants and have 
ideas to help in this ministry, please contact Lupita 
Wesseler at (541) 977-6535 or send an email to: 
lupitawesseler@outlook.com. 

mailto:lupitawesseler@outlook.com
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

Dignity for the Elderly / 24-hour care 

Cardinal Otunga House 

Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
www.otungasmkfostercarehome.org 
Sr. Consolata Mogoa / (541) 312-5765 
www.sistersofmaryofkakamega.org 

Licensed by the State of Oregon DHS 

 

Our new Service Project  
for the months of November 
and December is to collect 
nonperishable foods for  
St. Francis of Assisi Food 
Baskets and new toys for 
“Toys for Tots.”  

Please bring your donations of sugar, flour, 
cooking oil, peanut butter, jam or jelly,  
pancake mix, syrup, toothbrushes and  
toothpaste, and/or new toy to the School’s 
Main Office. 

 

Thank you to all who  
ordered Christmas 
Wreaths. You may pick 
up your wreaths on 
Monday, December 2nd,  
from 3 to 4 p.m., or on 
Tuesday, December 3rd, 
and Wednesday,  
December 4th, all day   
at the School Office. 
 
 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Bingo Night is coming on 
Friday, December 13th, 
in the Community Center. 
Join us for a night of food 
(pizza, salad and dessert) 
and fun. Don’t forget to 
wear your favorite “Ugly 
Sweater” for a chance to 
win a fun prize.  All are  
welcome. Payment can be made  
at the door. Please RSVP by Tuesday,  
December 10th.  

 

Thursday, December 
19th, at 6:30 p.m., will 
be the St. Francis of  
Assisi Catholic School 
Music Program.  
 Please come to  
see this extraordinary 
show put on by our 
Kindergarten through  
8th Grade students.  

 




