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Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 
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Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Mowery  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

Submit ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BY 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAY—8 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION. 

Email Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

Sunday Masses*  
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil) 
07:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*Masses are livestreamed on the Parish website except the 4:30  

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (27th St. Church in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church Mass & afternoon Adoration) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. Mass & Confessions (Historic Church)  

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ignacia: icarrillo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice Ataku: beatriceataku7@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

Grief Ministry: Mary McGlone (253) 232-6789 

December 15, 2024 
3rd Sunday of Advent

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ 

to accompany them on their journey and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / RCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–T: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(Corner of Franklin & Lava 

in Downtown Bend) 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

W e are in the season of Advent and the Litur-
gical Year C in the liturgical cycle. Advent  

is a special time. The word “Advent” is taken from 
the Latin word, Adventus, which means “arrival” or 
“coming.” Not the coming of Santa Claus but Christ 
the Savior. It is a time of waiting which recalls the 
waiting of the people of Israel for the Messiah. To-
day, we wait for the second coming of Christ. We 
know neither the day nor the hour of that event. 

The season of Advent is also a time of prepara-
tion. The Lord should find us prepared when He 
comes “like the servant ready to open the door when 
the master returns.” A daily examination of con-
science would greatly help us with this.  

In this season, we are also preparing to once 
again celebrate the first coming of Christ. Take time 
as individuals and families to do something special 
every day for the Lord as your way of preparation.  

The Advent Wreath is a central liturgical symbol 
of the Advent season. It integrates several elements 
that predate Christian faith. For ancient peoples, the 
wreath was a symbol of the life-giving rhythms of 
nature, and evergreen was a hopeful sign of life in 
the midst of winter.  

The candles on the wreath represent the sun’s  
life-giving light. Lighting one additional candle 
each week signifies the movement of the sun in-
creasing the daylight. The advent wreath reflects  
the circular, eternal nature of God’s love even in 
harsh times, and the light of Christ that so permeates 
the night that, “. . . the darkness could not over-
come.” The purple candles signify longing, expecta-
tion and hope, while the pink candle represents joy.  

The Jesse Tree celebrates the history of God’s 
loving action in our world leading up to the birth of 
Christ. The Jesse Tree helps us connect the custom 
of decorating Christmas trees to the events leading 
to Jesus’ birth. The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 
11:1: “A shoot shall come out of the stock of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.” Jesse was 
the father of King David. 

We adorn a Jesse Tree with ornaments that rep-
resent the people, prophesies, and events leading up 
to the birth of Jesus. The Jesse Tree bears symbols 
of the most significant manifestations of God’s sav-
ing power down through history. 

Dozens of the key events of Hebrew salvation 
history are represented, including Noah’s Ark, the 
Burning Bush, the Ten Commandments, Jacob’s 
Ladder, Joseph’s Coat, and the Key of David. 

The ornaments of the Jesse Tree tell the story of 
God in the Old Testament, connecting the Advent 
season with the faithfulness of God across four 
thousand years of history.  

Starting a Jesse Tree at home—and decorating it 
each day with the suggested ornaments—is a good 
way to prepare for Christmas.  

The seven “O Antiphons,” are a part of Divine 
Office, the official daily prayer of the Church. They 
have been traditionally sung during evening prayer 
on the seven days before Christmas Eve. 

Each antiphon begins with the letter “O,” fol-
lowed by one of the biblical names for Christ: “O 
Wisdom,” “O Lord,” “O Root of Jesse,” “O Key of 
David,” “O Orient,” “O King of the Gentiles,” and  
“O Emmanuel.” These beautiful prayers provide  
the lyrics for the most famous of all Advent hymns: 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

As it is a season of preparation, we will have 
Advent Confessions on Thursday, December 19th. 
Visiting priests will be available to hear confessions 
from 3–4:30 p.m. and 6–7:30 p.m. Confessions are 
also heard at our normal scheduled times.  

All preparation for Christmas is incomplete 
without this all important one—cleansing the mind 
and heart through a good confession.  

Prepare the way of the Lord— 
make straight His paths for the Lord is near.  

Also, remember to invite your family and 
friends to Christmas Mass.  

 
—Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 
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Saturday, December 14th  [M]   5:00 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Jose & Fr. Roga 
Zep 3:14-18a; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 
 
Sunday, December 15th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Tom & Yvonne O’Herron (D) Mike & Anne O’Herron 
Zep 3:14-18a  [M] 10:00 a.m. George Charles Smith (D)  Dorothy Smith 
Phil 4:4-7 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Our St. Francis Friends (L) Mike & Anne O’Herron  
Lk 3:10-18  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Thomas Samuel Lujan (D)  Patricia M. Cappy 
 
Monday, December 16th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Ma Guadalupe Jacobo (D)  Magali Tejeda 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
 
Tuesday, December 17th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Somer Bauer (L) Doug & Anne Thompson 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17  [H] 12:15 p.m. Tony Althoff (D) Betty Althoff 
 
Wednesday, December 18th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Angela Grace Walsh Hynes (D) Patricia M. Cappy 
Jer 23:5-8;  (School Mass) [M]   8:15 a.m. SVdP Volunteers (L) St. Francis Parish 
Mt 1:18-25  [H] 12:15 p.m. Bradley Dickson, Seminarian (L) St. Clare Helpers 
 
Thursday, December 19th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Fr. Shaji Thomas (L)  Patricia M. Cappy 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25  [H] 12:15 p.m. Fr. Frank Campbell (D) Mike & Susan Foster 
 
Friday, December 20th  [M]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Pamela Van Eikeren 
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38  [H] 12:15 p.m. Jerry Jackman (D)  Rea Jackman 
 
Saturday, December 21st  [H]   8:00 a.m. Filomena Pangilinan (D) Mary Hoffman 
Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45 

[M] = Main Church    [H] = Historic Church    (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

Knights’ Corner 
This message invites people to reflect on the challenges faced by 

Mary and Joseph during the cold December night over 2,000 years ago, 
as symbolized by the Nativity Scene along 27th St. It encourages individuals to 

consider the personal meaning of the scene, while also highlighting the 
efforts of the Knights of Columbus in supporting the local faith community. 

The display serves as a reminder of the impactful work done by the 
Knights of Columbus and emphasizes the strength of collective action in faith. 

Along with controlling traffic at the Christmas Parade, initiating new members 
into our council and prepping the Historic Church for Phase 2 of its renovation, 

the Knights are, to say the least, quite active in serving the St. Francis faith community. 
If you hear the call, come join us and say, “Hi.” We are typically in the back 

of the church before and after all the Masses. 

 Andrew Untermeyer  (541) 480-6114 

 Thomas Andrade  (541) 728-8178 

https://www.bendknights1872.org 
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Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet on 
the 3rd Sunday of each month from 
11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish Office. 
For information, call Mary McGlone at  
(253) 232-6789 or send an email to:  
mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@ 
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities. There are regular fun ac-
tivities such as game nights, pizza making, hikes, as 
well as men’s and women’s small group bible studies. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited to join us for Adoration at the 
Historic Church on the 1st Friday of every month, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. For information, call Natasha at 
(541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Masses every Sunday (except on the Knights’ 1st Sun-
day breakfasts). On special days, cake is served. For 
information, email Vicki at va@vickiaudette.com. 

Grief Support Group 
We meet every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. 
You are invited to attend, but you need to first contact 
Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or mlhmcglone@ 
gmail.com to find out where we are meeting. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
Meets on the 2nd and 4th Mondays (except July 
and August) at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th 
St. Church. For more information, contact Dcn. Steve 
at (253) 222-0582 or stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
The Knights offer breakfast on the 1st Sunday of the 
month after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Com-
munity Center or in front of the church year-round. 
For more information, contact Tom Andrade at (541)  
728-8178 / https://www.bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish 
wedding coordinators and met with a priest. Contact 
weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Middle School Youth Group 
Meets almost every 2nd and 4th Sunday from 6:15 
to 7:45 p.m. in the Community Center. Our vision is 
to build kids up in Christ by giving them a safe, healthy 
place to have fun, form their minds, and immerse them 
in the love of God. Contact Janet at: faithformation@ 
stfrancisbend.org to get on the email list. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades 1–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Mowery, at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Pray for Vocations 
Join us on the 1st Tuesday of the month after the 
12:15 p.m. Mass to pray for vocations to the priest-
hood and religious life.  

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry invites you to pray the  
Rosary on the 1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. 
in the St. Clare Chapel for our vulnerable brothers 
and sisters in the womb. 

RCIA 
Meets on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the RCIA Room 
across from the Chapel. All are welcome whether you 
have questions about being or have been a Catholic all 
of your life. For more information, please call Carl 
Natalizia at (541) 450-9365. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to attend a weekly group that meets 
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and 
having a brotherhood to support us. For more infor-
mation, call the Parish Office and leave a message for 
Terry O’Neil. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! We serve the church and community, 
developing in our spirituality, and socializing 
with other members. Join us on the 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays of each month in the RCIA 
Room at 2 p.m. For more information, email: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Twenty-Decade Rosary 
Come and pray the 20-decade rosary every Saturday 
at 6:20 a.m. at the Historic Church. For more infor-
mation, call Judy Kennedy at (541) 389-5964. 
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Volunteers Needed! 
You are invited to come see what the 
Church Decorating Ministry is all about. 
Join us in decorating for any of the sched-
uled times below for Advent, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, and Christmas. If you just 
want to show up and lend a helping hand 

in making our church beautiful, we will give you 
something to do. No experience necessary!  

Please contact Lupita Wesseler: (541) 977-6535 
or send an email to: lupitawesseler@outlook.com. 
 
Sunday 12/15/24 2–4 p.m. Take Down Our Lady  
   of  Guadalupe 
Sunday 12/22/24 2–5 p.m. Christmas Decorating 
Sunday 12/29/24 2–3 p.m. Epiphany Decorating 
Sunday 01/05/25 2–4 p.m. Christmas Take Down 
Sunday 01/12/25 4–5 p.m. Ordinary Time 
   Change 

Advent Reconciliation 
Advent Reconciliation with Visiting Priests is on 
Thursday, December 19th, from 3 to 4:30 p.m., 
and from 6 to 7:30 p.m., at the 27th St. Church. 

Altar Servers Needed! 
We are looking for boys and girls who 
have already made their First Communion 
to help as Altar Servers—and can help as 
often as weekly or once a month—which-
ever works with their parents’ schedule.  
If you think your child would like to join 
this ministry, please contact Deacon Phil McCarty at 
the Parish Office (541) 382-3631 or send an email to: 
liturgy@stfrancisbend.org. 

Christmas Basket Food Drive 
VOLUNTEER THIS WEEK! WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friday, December 20th—Perishable 
Food Pick Up: Volunteers with trucks 
or large vehicles are needed to pick up 
perishable food from Bend grocery 
stores. Please contact Gina Lorenz at: 
gmlorenz63@gmail.com 

Saturday, December 21st—Delivery Day: We need 
lots of volunteers to deliver Christmas baskets. Please 
remain in your vehicle in front of the Parish Office. 
Young Adults will load food and Christmas toys into 
your vehicle. 

 If your last name begins with A–L, arrive at 
8:30 a.m. 

 If your last name begins with M–Z, arrive at  
9 a.m. 

—The Christmas Basket Team 

Year of Jubilee 2025 
All are invited to attend the Feast of the Holy Family 
Mass on Sunday, December 29th, at 9:30 a.m., at the 
St. Francis de Sales Cathedral in Baker City as Bishop 
Cary opens the Year of Jubilee. For more details, visit 
DioceseofBaker.org/Jubilee. 

Donate Blood—Help Save Lives! 
St. Francis Parish and the American 
Red Cross are hosting a Blood Drive 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus 
on Monday, December 30th, from  
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., in the Community  
Center. To schedule an appointment, 
call 1 (800) RED CROSS or Pat Creedican  
at (541) 678-1131. 

To sign up online, visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter the sponsor code: StFrancisBend. 

Parish Offices Closed 
The Parish Offices will be closed for Christmas and 
New Year’s from Tuesday, December 24th, through 
Wednesday, January 1st. The Offices will reopen on 
Thursday, January 2nd. 

Taize 
The Taize Choir of Central Oregon invites you to par-
ticipate in an hour of meditative music, prayer, and si-
lence at our monthly interfaith service, on Thursday, 
January 2nd, 7 p.m., at Trinity Episcopal Church (St. 
Helen’s Hall), 231 NW Idaho, Bend. All are welcome 
to come early to listen to or participate in our rehearsal 
at 6:15. The theme for this service is “Gratitude.” 

For more information call (541) 815-5574, or send 
an email to: taizebend@gmail.com. 

Retrouvaille Retreat 
Join Oregon Retrouvaille as we host a working weekend 
for couples struggling in their marriages by couples who 
have been there in the struggle. Come Friday through 
Sunday, January 31–February 2, 2025, at the Canby 
Grove Retreat Center in Canby, Oregon. 

For confidential information about or to register for 
the program, call 1 (503) 225-9191 or send an email to: 
portland@retrouvaille.org or visit our website at: 
Helpourmarriage.org. 

Plant Care Volunteer Needed 
We are currently looking for volunteers to manage and 
care for the plants at the 27th Street Church and the 
Historic Church.  

If you love plants and have ideas to help in this 
ministry, contact Lupita Wesseler at (541) 977-6535 
or send an email to: lupitawesseler@outlook.com. 
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2024 Stewardship of Giving 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly Needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 7–8, 2024 $  9,073  $25,853 ($16,780) $1,187,989 

November 30 / December 1, 2024 $12,027 $25,853 ($13,826) $1,178,916 

November 23–24, 2024 $15,782 $25,853 ($10,071) $1,166,889 

November 16–17, 2024 $36,864 $25,853 $11,011 $1,151,107 

Scholarship fund balance: $335,841 
Historic Church Renovation funds raised to date: $2,283,562.96  ♦  Historic Church Renovation expenditures to date: $2,225,363 

Historic Church Phase 2 
 Goal:  $1.3 million  Funds raised to date:  $351,933 Expenditures to date: $318,894 

Offertory 
 Y-T-D Budget    vs.   Y-T-D Actual Variance 
   $1,266,797   $1,187,989 ($78,808) 
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 Christmas Mass Schedule 
 Christmas Eve, December 24th  

Main Church at 27th St. 
3 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. (English) 

7:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

Historic Church 
5 p.m. & 10 p.m. (English) 

 Christmas Day, December 25th  

Main Church at 27th St. 

7:30 a.m. & 10 a.m. (English) 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish) 

 
Live Stream from the Main Church: stfrancisbend.org 

The Grief Support Christmas Luncheon was held 
at the McGlone’s home on Thursday, November 7th. 
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

Dignity for the Elderly / 24-hour care 

Cardinal Otunga House 

Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
www.otungasmkfostercarehome.org 
Sr. Consolata Mogoa / (541) 312-5765 
www.sistersofmaryofkakamega.org 

Licensed by the State of Oregon DHS 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
The St. Francis of Assisi 

Catholic School Music Program 
is on Thursday, December 19th, 

at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please come to see this 
extraordinary show 

put on by our 
Kindergarten through 

8th Grade students.  



 


