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Pastor: 

Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice: machisub@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 December 14, 2025 
Gaudette Sunday— 

3rd Sunday of Advent

 

Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Road, 

Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

mailto:liturgy@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:jesse.stokes@focus.org


The Posadas and the Piñata 
in Franciscan Catechesis in New Spain 

W 
hen the Franciscan missionaries  
arrived in New Spain in the 16th Century, 
they faced a tremendous challenge: an-

nouncing the Gospel to peoples with different lan-
guages, symbols, and customs. To achieve this, they 
used creative, visual, and festive pedagogical strate-
gies. They discovered that evangelization could not 
rely solely on sermons or abstract doctrines. They en-
countered communities with a rich ritual tradition, a 
strong sense of community, and a natural catechesis 
based on symbols. For this reason, the friars created 
pedagogical celebrations, among them the Posadas 
and the piñata—fundamental tools for teaching the 
mystery of the Incarnation and preparing new Chris-
tians spiritually for Christmas. 
 
A Symbol Adapted and Transformed 

The Posadas were introduced by the first Franciscans 
(and later by the Augustinians). Their purpose was: 

 To teach the spiritual meaning of Advent, 
 To prepare the people for the birth of Christ, 
 To replace or Christianize ancient Meso-

american festivities, especially the month of 
Panquetzaliztli, dedicated to Huitzilopochtli. 

Although ceremonial vessels already existed in 
Mesoamerica—for example, decorated pots used in 
celebrations of the god Huitzilopochtli—the specific 
Christian form of the piñata, especially the star-
shaped sphere with seven points, came from Euro-
pean traditions, particularly Italian and Spanish ones. 

The Franciscans adapted and reinterpreted this 
element to teach the faith in a visual and understand-
able way. This pedagogical approach, known as ac-
commodation, consisted of using local cultural forms 
to transmit Christian teaching. 
 
The Posadas and the Piñata  
as Tools for Teaching Spiritual Warfare 

The Posadas used something the Indigenous peoples 
understood very well: learning through rituals, songs, 
processions, images, and dramatizations. 

The Franciscans turned the search for lodging by 
Joseph and Mary into a living catechesis: 

a) The Procession 

It represented: 

 The journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, 
 The believers’ disposition to open their hearts 

to the Savior. 

b) The Litanies and Songs 

They transmitted: 

 The mystery of the Incarnation, 
 The virtue of hospitality, 
 The importance of welcoming Christ into 

one’s life. 

c) “Asking for Lodging” 

It offered a simple yet profound lesson: 

 God seeks a place in the human heart. 
 The believer must prepare through conversion, 

humility, and charity. 

d) Lodging Granted 

It symbolized: 

 The acceptance of the Word made flesh, 
 The grace that comes to those who receive 

Christ. 
 
The Piñata as a Catechetical Resource 

The piñata quickly became an excellent tool for trans-
mitting Catholic doctrine to those who could not read. 
Each element carried a teaching: 

a) The Star Piñata with Seven Points 

It represented: 

 The seven deadly sins (pride, greed, lust,  
anger, gluttony, envy, sloth). 

 Its attractive and colorful appearance showed 
how evil often disguises itself as something 
seemingly good or appealing. 

b) The Stick 

It symbolized: 

 Virtue and God’s grace, 
 The strength God gives to overcome sin. 
 Hitting the piñata taught that the Christian life 

involves spiritual struggle. 

(continued on page 3) 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, December 13th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
 
Sunday, December 14th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Maria Hoffman (L) Rick Hoffman 
Is 35:1-6a, 10  [M] 10:00 a.m. Stanislan Tajchman (D) Foster Family 
Jas 5:7-10 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Francisco Ortega (D) Ceberiana Ortega 
Mt 11:2-11  [H]   4:30 p.m.  St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena  
 
Monday, December 15th  [C]   7:00 a.m. —NO MASS— 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Mt 21:23-27  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, December 16th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Souls in Purgatory (D) Carmen Elizalde 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Mt 21:28-32  [H] 12:15 p.m. Evelyn Beach (D) Sylvia H. Leetch 
 
Wednesday, December 17th  [C]   7:00 a.m. David Mize (D) The Mize Family 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Mt 1:1-17   [H] 12:15 p.m. Francisco Ortega (D) Ceberiana Ortega 
 
Thursday, December 18th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Pam Cheeney (L) Ed Cheeney 
Jer 23:5-8; Mt 1:18-25  [H] 12:15 p.m. Christopher Richter (D) Agatha Alvarado 
 
Friday, December 19th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Fr. Shaji Thomas (L) Patricia M. Cappy 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Lk 1:5-25  [H] 12:15 p.m. Fr. Frank Campbell (D) Mike & Susan Foster 

 
Saturday, December 20th  [H]  8:00 a.m. Jerry Jackman (D) Rea Jackman 
Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 

[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church  (L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631\ by 4 p.m. 

on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

c) Blindfolded Eyes 

They represented: 

 Faith, which allows us to be guided even  
without seeing, 

 Trust in God when facing temptation. 
 This was fundamental in Franciscan catechesis: 

living by faith, not by sight. 

d) The Sweets That Fall 

They represented: 

 The graces and blessings God pours upon the 
faithful when they overcome sin. Even when 
one person overcomes sin, the entire commu-
nity benefits. 

 The eternal reward promised to those who  
persevere. 

 
Spiritual Preparation for Christmas 
In the Franciscan vision, Christmas was the most ten-
der and beloved feast, closely tied to the spirituality of 
St. Francis, who loved contemplating the humble birth 
of Christ. The Posadas taught: 

 Active waiting during Advent, 
 The virtue of hope, 

 The poverty and humility of the Child Jesus, 
 The inner disposition needed to receive Him. 

The faithful internalized that there is no authentic 
Christmas without spiritual preparation. 
 
The Piñata as Community Catechesis 
The piñata introduced a pedagogical and communal 
dimension: 

 It involved both children and adults, 
 It turned the teaching of the faith into some-

thing joyful and participatory, 
 It created a strong sense of Christian community. 

This method embodied the Franciscan spirit per-
fectly: evangelizing with joy, simplicity, and creativity. 
 
 

N ow that we understand the meaning of the Posa-
das and the piñatas, let us ask for the intercession 

of our patron saint, St. Francis of Assisi. 
May his love for the Child Jesus help us prepare 

intensely to celebrate His birth—the fulfillment of 
God’s promise to send His Son to save us. 

—Fr. Victor Mena 

(Continued from page 2): 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday    1–2 p.m.     

Tuesday 8–9 a.m. 9–10 a.m. 11 a.m.–12 p.m.  3–4 p.m. 4–5 p.m.   

Wednesday     3–4 p.m.    5–6 p.m.  2–3 p.m. 

Thursday         5–6 p.m.  

Friday 8–9 a.m.          

Stewardship of Giving 

OFFERTORY 

  Y-T-D Budget    vs.     Y-T-D Actual   Variance 
     $1,258,426      $1,221,003           ($37,423)  

 

Knights’ Corner 
Knights of Columbus Council 1872 

Over the course of this year, a total of 27 Brother Knights, parish families, 
and parish women of St. Francis have been recognized 

for their faithful and generous service to our parish community. 
While none of them seek acknowledgment—and many would prefer to stay quietly in the 

background—it is right that we honor their example of charity, humility, and devotion. 

With heartfelt gratitude, I share their names: 
Jim Chapel; Deacon Steve & Mary McGlone; Patricia Cappy; Allison Annunziata; 

Jay & Lauren Schnoor Family; Dave Ellis; Steve Pederson; Wallie & Danielle Abedrabbo Family; 
Gina Lorenz; Bill Heber; Jesse & Alicia Stokes; Maria Ruvalcaba; Christine Simone; 

Tonja & David Barovelli; Kevin Link; Jeff Lee; Jack & Lexie Beemer; Genevieve Reaume; 
Teresa Mikkelson; Karl & Lorna Rufener; Rob Evans; Chris & Julie Miccolis Family; 

Stephanie Sandine; Judy Kennedy; Russ Jones; and Ryan & Greta Kocjan. 

May their example continue to inspire all of us as we strive to serve our parish 
with the same spirit of generosity and faith. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight 

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

December 6–7, 2025 $28,504 $25,774 $2,730 $1,221,003 

November 29–30, 2025 $16,156 $25,774 ($9,618) $1,192,499 

November 22–23, 2025 $35,374 $25,774 $9,600 $1,176,343 

November 15–16, 2025 $  9,598 $25,774 ($16,176) $1,140,969 

November 8–9, 2025 $29,070 $25,774 $3,296 $1,131,371 



Religious Retirement 
Special Collection 

This weekend, December 13/14, there will be a  
special collection to support the Retirement Fund for 
Religious. Please donate to help the more than 24,000 
senior religious who have dedicated their lives to ser-
vice to retire with dignity. Donations will provide  
essential care, medicine, and daily needs for senior 
sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who have 
served for decades—often for little or no pay.  

Please show your appreciation by supporting those 
who have given a lifetime of service. 

Christmas Flowers 
The Altar Society will collect money for 
Christmas flowers after Mass this weekend. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Advent Reconciliation 
with Visiting Priests 

Advent Reconciliation with  
visiting priests is on Tuesday,  
December 16th, at the 27th St. 
Church, as follows: 3 to 4:30 p.m. 
and 6 to 7:30 p.m.  

Christmas Basket Food Drive 
Please continue to bring in sugar, 
flour, cooking oil, peanut but-
ter, jam or jelly, rice, pancake 
mix, and syrup. 
 Monetary donations are also 
needed to purchase ham, pro-
duce, eggs and dairy products. 

Please write “Christmas Baskets” on the memo 
line of your check or donate using Online Giving un-
der Christmas Baskets” at the bottom of the fund drop
-down menu. 

Applications to receive a food basket are available 
at the Parish Office and online at the Parish Website. 
Please sign up your family or someone you know who 
is in need of food assistance in the Bend area. 

Many volunteers will be needed to deliver 
baskets on Saturday, December 20th. 

Questions? Email Gina Lorenz at: gmlorenz63@ 
gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity! 

SVdP December 
“Warm Hands” Drive 

Can you feel it? The chill in the air and 
the possibility of snow in time for 
Christmas!  
 This month, you can make a differ-
ence for our Neighbors in Need by  
giving the gift of warm hands.  

New and gently used gloves and mittens of all sizes 
can be placed in the bins in the narthex of both church-
es during the month of December. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Raffle Ticket Sales 
The Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei will be selling 
raffle tickets at $20 per ticket—with the potential to 
win a $1,000 cash prize—after all the Masses on the 
weekends of December 20/21, December 27/28, and 
January 3/4 at the 27th Street Church to benefit the 
high school’s general funds.  

The winner will be drawn at the “Vision” dinner 
(the school’s big annual fundraiser) on February 7th. 

For any questions or for more information, please 
send an email to: lauren.evans.roach@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Blood Drive 

The Red Cross Blood Drive is 
coming to St. Francis Parish on 
Wednesday, December 31st. 
Sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus, it will be held in the 
Parish Community Center. 

Time slots for “Power Reds” are especially needed. 
To sign up, go to: redcrossblood.org, change the zip code 
to 97701, click on “Make an Appointment,” and then 
schedule your time. 

The Knights of Columbus will also be in the 27th 
Street Church—in the narthex to sign up donors after 
the weekend Masses, or call Pat Creedican at (541) 
678-1131. 

Save the Date! 
The Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei 
High School invites you to our Annual 
Vision Dinner: “A Joyful Adventure” to 
be held on Saturday, February 7th, at 
the Bend Elks Lodge.  

Enjoy an evening of fellowship and inspiration! 
Learn more at: chestertonmaterdei.org. 

Bulletin Announcements Deadline . . . 
is before 4 p.m. on Thursdays—9 days before the 
next publication. 
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SCAM ALERT! 
The scammers are at it again using Fr. Victor’s name to ask you 
for something. Check the email address. It is NOT Fr. Victor’s! 

mailto:gmlorenz63@gmail.com
mailto:gmlorenz63@gmail.com
http://redcrossblood.org
https://chestertonmaterdei.org/
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

Catholic in Recovery 

Meets every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the Parish Of-
fice. Meetings provide healing from addictions, com-
pulsions, and unhealthy attachments, and combine the 
spiritual principles of 12-step recovery and the sacra-
ments of the Catholic Church. Contact Dcn. Phil for 
more information.  

Central Oregon Newman Club 
All college students and college-aged young adults 
(18–29) are encouraged to email evan.melchior@  
focus.org or celeste.limon@focus.org, to get involved 
and connected to a community for Catholic students 
and young adults for regular fun activities such as 
game nights, pizza-making, hikes, as well as men’s 
and women’s small group Bible Studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month from 
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. (Note time change 
to 11:30 instead of 11:45 a.m.) at the Par-
ish Office. For more information, please  
send an email to Mary McGlone  
at: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha  
at (541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 
a.m. Masses on Sundays. For more information, 
email Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, call Dcn. Steve at (253) 
222-0582, or email: stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

High School Youth Ministry 
We meet on Wednesdays from 6:30–8 p.m. in FD2. 
Plans for the year include weekly gatherings, Adora-
tion, service projects, outings, visits to neighboring 
parishes, the Diocese High School Retreat, and ICYC. 

Please call Janet at the Parish Office for more  
information. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

OCIA 
The OCIA program is on Thursdays at 6 p.m. If you 
know someone who has an interest, or you would like 
a refresher on what it means to be Catholic, please 
send an email to: OCIA@stfrancisbend.org  

Respect for Life Pro-Life Rosary . . . 
Prays the Rosary on the 1st Sunday of the month at 
9:30 a.m. in the St. Clare Chapel for our vulnerable 
brothers and sisters in the womb. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets on 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men 
we’re called to be by deepening our spiritual lives  
and having a brotherhood to support us. For more in-
formation, please send an email to Terry O’Neil at: 
menofstathanasius@gmail.com. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! Please join us on the 2nd &  
4th Tuesdays of the month in the  
Faith Development Room #3 at 2 p.m.  
For more information, email Sherry Rice  
at srice@bendbroadband.com. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Meets on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. Contact Emily at: 
emily.rastovich@gmail.com or Ashley: ashleygage05 
@yahoo.com for information and the meeting location. 

 

mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:weddings@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:menofstathanasius@gmail.com
mailto:srice@bendbroadband.com
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 

7 

 

 

2025/2026 

St. Francis Catholic School Food & Toy Drive—December 1–17 
Our service project for the month of December is to collect nonperishable foods for St. Francis of Assisi Food Baskets and new toys for 
those baskets. Please bring your donations of sugar, flour, cooking oil, peanut butter, jam or jelly, pancake mix, syrup, toothbrushes 
and toothpaste, and/or a new toy to the School Office. Help us make this the best food and toy drive our parish has ever had. Thank 
you for your support. 
 

A Christmas tradition at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School, St. Nicholas takes time to celebrate his feast day with us. 
The students leave a shoe in the hallway, and he fills them with a small gift. 

 
 

Why Should You Choose St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 
High academic standards, holistic approach to educa-
tion, character and values education, strong sense of 
community, a safe and disciplined setting, a diverse 
and inclusive setting, focus on preparing your student 
for high school, technology incorporated into the class-
room, extracurricular activities, dedicated and passion-
ate teachers, consistent learning environment, positive 
school culture, parental involvement, lifelong benefits of 
values-based education, and small class sizes. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a business sponsor, please scan 
the QR code for additional information or send an email to  
DANIELLE ABEDRABBO at: development@saintfrancisschool.net. 

mailto:development@saintfrancisschool.net



