
Micah 
 

Book Overview: Much of Micah’s book revolves around two significant predictions: one 

of judgment on Israel and Judah (Micah 1:1–3:12), the other of the restoration of God’s 

people in the kingdom of Heaven (4:1–5:15). The two central feelings this book should 

inspire in us are fear and hope. Fear comes from the many prophecies of Judgement, a 

punishment that Micah says the Lord is going to inflict on his people for treating each 

other with hatred. Hope, however, is promised. The Lord says he will not forget his 

covenant and promises to send Israel a savior who will be born in Bethlehem. The book 

of Micah concludes with the prophet’s call on the Lord as his only source of salvation 

and mercy (7:7), pointing the people toward an everlasting hope in their everlasting 

God, and encouraging them to have confidence in the future. 

 

What does God want from us?   (Micah 6:6-8) 

6 With what shall I come before the Lord, 

    and bow before God most high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with myriad streams of oil? 
  Shall I give my firstborn for my crime, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 You have been told, O mortal, what is good, 

    and what the Lord requires of you: 

Only to do justice and to love goodness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God. 

 

1. God desires Mercy, not Sacrifice. What were some things that the people of Israel 

were doing in Micah’s time that went against this law? 

2. Do you ever make excuses for sin? What “sacrifices” are you making as an excuse 

for your disobedience to God? For example, have you ever thought, “I can get out 

of going to confession this time because I’ve prayed a bunch of rosaries!” 

 



The Promise of a Savior  (Micah 5:1-4) 

1 But you, Bethlehem-Ephrathah 

    least among the clans of Judah, 

From you shall come forth for me 

    one who is to be ruler in Israel; 

Whose origin is from of old, 

    from ancient times. 
2 Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time 

    when she who is to give birth has borne,  

Then the rest of his kindred shall return 

    to the children of Israel. 
3 He shall take his place as shepherd 

    by the strength of the Lord, 

    by the majestic name of the Lord, his God; 

And they shall dwell securely, for now his greatness 

    shall reach to the ends of the earth: 
4     he shall be peace. 

 

1. Israel, with all of its sin and injustice, is very much not at peace in the time of 

Micah. What will be required for Israel to have peace once again? 

2. How is Jesus going to restore Israel to “do justice, love goodness, and walk 

humbly with your God”? 

 

Confidence in God’s Future 

7 But as for me, I will look to the Lord, 

    I will wait for God my savior; 

    my God will hear me! 
8 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy! 

    though I have fallen, I will arise; 

    though I sit in darkness, the Lord is my light. 
9 I will endure the wrath of the Lord 

    because I have sinned against him, 

Until he pleads my case, 

    and establishes my right. 



He will bring me forth to the light; 

    I will see his righteousness. 

 

1. Is the person speaking in a state of sin or a state of grace? Where do they hope to 

be? 

2. How does this passage reflect what our attitude should be when going to 

confession? Do you see in this passage the resolve of a sinner to never sin again? 

 


