
Bible Study 
 

Today’s Passage: Isaiah Chapters 53 & 55 

Background: 

• Prophet Isaiah is telling us how God is going to destroy the Old Jerusalem, and bring 

about the New Jerusalem where his will will be done. 

o Old Jerusalem 

▪ Rebellion 

▪ Idolatry 

▪ Injustice 

o New Jerusalem 

▪ Justice 

▪ Peace for all Nations 

• Basic Movement of the Book of Isaiah 

o Warning 

▪ The people are acting against God, he’s going to chastise them 

o Exile 

▪ The people will be forced into exile in Babylon 

▪ Jerusalem and the temple will be destroyed 

o Message of Hope 

▪ A remnant will remain of the Israelites, they won’t be destroyed 

completely 

▪ These people will repent and begin to do God’s will 

▪ God will bring his people back and unify them under a new King from the 

line of David, who will be righteous. His kingdom will last forever. 

• Messianic Message 

o God asks Israel to become his “Servant” and do his will in all things 

o God knows Israel will not be up to this task 

o God will therefore DO SOMETHING NEW 

▪ He’s going to send his servant to be the righteous leader of Israel, but he 

will be rejected and killed. His death will be on behalf of the sins of Israel. 

▪ But he will live, he will usher in the New Jerusalem, and then ALL 

NATIONS will be able to come to God. 

 

 

 



Chapter 53 

“Who would believe what we have heard? 
  To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up like a sapling before him, 
    like a shoot from the parched earth; 
He had no majestic bearing to catch our eye, 
    no beauty to draw us to him. 
3 He was spurned and avoided by men, 
    a man of suffering, knowing pain, 
Like one from whom you turn your face, 
    spurned, and we held him in no esteem. 

 
4 Yet it was our pain that he bore, 
    our sufferings he endured. 
We thought of him as stricken, 
    struck down by God and afflicted, 
5 But he was pierced for our sins, 
    crushed for our iniquity. 
He bore the punishment that makes us whole, 
    by his wounds we were healed. 
6 We had all gone astray like sheep, 
    all following our own way; 
But the Lord laid upon him 
    the guilt of us all. 
 

7 Though harshly treated, he submitted 
    and did not open his mouth; 
Like a lamb led to slaughter 
    or a sheep silent before shearers, 
    he did not open his mouth. 
8 Seized and condemned, he was taken away. 
    Who would have thought any more of his destiny? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    struck for the sins of his people. 
9 He was given a grave among the wicked, 
    a burial place with evildoers, 
Though he had done no wrong, 
    nor was deceit found in his mouth. 
10 But it was the Lord’s will to crush him with pain. 
By making his life as a reparation offering, 
    he shall see his offspring, shall lengthen his days, 
    and the Lord’s will shall be accomplished through him. 



11 Because of his anguish he shall see the light; 
    because of his knowledge he shall be content; 
My servant, the just one, shall justify the many, 
    their iniquity he shall bear. 
12 Therefore I will give him his portion among the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty, 
Because he surrendered himself to death, 
    was counted among the transgressors, 
Bore the sins of many, 
    and interceded for the transgressors.” 

 

Questions for Chapter 53: 

 

1. If you were a Jew during the Babylonian Exile, hearing this message of Hope 

but not knowing Jesus was to come, how would you react? What would 

Isaiah’s words sound like to you? 

2. How does this message apply to all of Israel, in the historical context? 

3. How does this apply to you, personally, in your life? If you put yourself in 

the place of Israel, can you read this and hear that “It was YOUR pain that 

he bore, YOUR sufferings that he endured”? 

a. Take a moment to thank Jesus for being the suffering servant on your 

behalf who will return you to God. 

 

Chapter 55: 

“All you who are thirsty, 

  come to the water! 

You who have no money, 

    come, buy grain and eat; 

Come, buy grain without money, 

    wine and milk without cost! 

2 Why spend your money for what is not bread; 

    your wages for what does not satisfy? 

Only listen to me, and you shall eat well, 

    you shall delight in rich fare. 

3 Pay attention and come to me; 

    listen, that you may have life. 



I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

    the steadfast loyalty promised to David. 

4 As I made him a witness to peoples, 

    a leader and commander of peoples, 

5 So shall you summon a nation you knew not, 

    and a nation that knew you not shall run to you, 

Because of the Lord, your God, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you. 

 

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found, 

 call upon him while he is near. 

7 Let the wicked forsake their way, 

    and sinners their thoughts; 

Let them turn to the Lord to find mercy; 

    to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

    nor are your ways my ways—oracle of the Lord. 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

    so are my ways higher than your ways, 

    my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 

10 Yet just as from the heavens 

the rain and snow come down 

And do not return there 

    till they have watered the earth, 

    making it fertile and fruitful, 

Giving seed to the one who sows 

    and bread to the one who eats, 

11 So shall my word be 

    that goes forth from my mouth; 

It shall not return to me empty, 

    but shall do what pleases me, 

    achieving the end for which I sent it. 

 

12 Yes, in joy you shall go forth, 

    in peace you shall be brought home; 

Mountains and hills shall break out in song before you, 

    all trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

13 In place of the thornbush, the cypress shall grow, 

    instead of nettles, the myrtle. 



This shall be to the Lord’s renown, 

    as an everlasting sign that shall not fail.” 

 

 

Questions for Chapter 55: 

1. Can you imagine the “thirst” of Israel upon hearing this passage? How do 

you think they felt, in exile in Babylon, longing to come home, and then 

hearing this message that says “All you who are thirsty, come to the 

water!” 

2. How does this passage apply personally to your life? In what ways are you 

still “thirsty”?  

3. Do you ever feel like you’re living in exile, waiting for the Lord’s message of 

hope to come true? How do you think Israel kept up their hope when they 

couldn’t see the end of their exile? Can you trust in the Lord the same way? 

a. Take a moment to reread this passage, slowly, on your own. Take in 

the beautiful poetry and the glorious message of the Lord. 

 

 


