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Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 
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SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BEFORE 4 P.M. ON 
THURSDAYS—9 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses: 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 
*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
T–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon (T, Th, F) 

T–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church—from 3–4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church—after 7 a.m. Mass 
Saturday: Historic Church—after 8 a.m. Mass 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Beatrice: machisub@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M, T, TH 8:30–4:30 / W 10:30–4:30 / F 8:30–NOON 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 
Historic Church 
599 NW Lava Rd., 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 

2450 NE 27th Street, 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th St., 
Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

 

August 30, 2026 
22nd Sunday 

in Ordinary Time 
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T he Gospel passage from Matthew 18:15– 
20 is the foundation of what the Catholic 
Church calls fraternal correction and 
community discipline. 

The phrase from Jesus, “Treat him as you would  
a Gentile or a tax collector,” can sound harsh, espe-
cially when we know that Jesus, Himself, ate with  
tax collectors and called Gentiles to conversion. 

To understand this from the perspective of Cath-
olic doctrine, moral theology, and the wisdom of the 
Church Fathers, we must break down how truth and 
mercy operate together. 

 
1. What does it mean to treat someone as a  
 “Gentile or tax collector?” 
 
In the first-century Jewish context, the Gentile 
(pagan) and the tax collector (publican) were individ-
uals who were outside the assembly (communion) of 
God’s people. When Jesus uses this imagery, He is 
laying the groundwork for what the Church will later 
call excommunication. 

It does not mean hating that person. Rather, it is 
the sorrowful recognition of an objective reality: by 
their obstinacy in grave sin and their refusal to 
listen to the Church, those people have, by their 
own actions, broken communion with the Body  
of Christ. 

The Church Fathers, like St. Augustine, explain 
that this separation is never a vengeful punishment, 
but a spiritual medicine. Augustine taught that obsti-
nate sinners must be separated from communion so 
that, finding themselves isolated from their spiritual 
families, they might feel a “healthy shame,” awaken 
from their blindness, and return in repentance. 

Furthermore, we must remember how Jesus 
treated Gentiles and tax collectors: not with dis-
dain, but by going out to seek them and evangelize 
them anew. To treat an obstinate brother as a Gentile 
means to understand that he can no longer be treated 
as a faithful insider, but as someone who desperately 
needs to be re-evangelized from the ground up. 

St. John Chrysostom adds another vital pastoral 
reason: the protection of the community. Grave, pub-
lic, uncorrected sin acts like leaven that corrupts the 
whole dough. It causes scandal—meaning that it acts 
as a stumbling block, leading others into the spiritual 
ruin of believing that such a sin is acceptable. 

2. Do we sin if we separate ourselves? Do we 
 sin if we stay? 
 
The Church teaches that distancing oneself from an 
obstinate and public sinner, after exhausting all ave-
nues of dialogue, is neither a sin of discrimination 
nor a lack of charity. On the contrary, it is an act of 
“charity in truth” (as Pope Benedict XVI taught). To 
truly love someone does not mean applauding his or 
her self-destruction. 

Now, do you sin if you remain by that some-
one’s side? It depends entirely on the nature of your 
closeness: 

 You do not sin if you maintain basic human, 
family, or professional interactions, provided 
you do not participate in or approve of the sin. 
The Church, for example, never asks a child 
to materially abandon a sinful parent. 

 You would sin if, by staying, you put your 
own salvation at risk (placing yourself in a 
near occasion of sin), or if your continuous 
presence and friendly attitude toward some-
one’s sinful lifestyle causes moral confusion 
in others (scandal). 

 
3. Moral Theology and Complicity in Sin 
 
Catholic moral theology addresses this difficult di-
lemma under the teachings on “cooperation with 
evil.” When we live alongside someone who persists 
in grave and public sin, we must avoid becoming  
accomplices. 

St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696–1787), a Doctor of 
the Church and the patron saint of moral theologians, 
in his monumental work, Theologia Moralis, distin-
guishes two types of cooperation: 

 Formal cooperation: This occurs when you 
internally and intentionally consent to the sin 
of the other. This is always a grave sin. (For 
example, justifying someone’s sinful action to 
others or enthusiastically encouraging him or 
her to continue). 

 Material cooperation: This occurs when 
your actions facilitate the other person’s sin, 
even if you do not agree with it in your heart. 

What Is Fraternal Correction? 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, August 29th  [M]   5:00 p.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor & Fr. Nobil 
Jer 20:7-9; Rom 12:1-2; Mt 16:21-26 
 
Sunday, August 30th  [M]   7:30 a.m. David Magnan (D)  Ken & Cherise Magnan 
Jer 20:7-9  [M] 10:00 a.m. Murphy & Sandoval Families (L) Tom Murphy 
Rom 12:1-2 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Abel Rocha Serrato (D) Mariana Gonzalez 
Mt 16:21-26  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Lawrence Danielson (L)  Sylvia Lopez 
 
Monday, August 31st  [C]   7:00 a.m. —NO MASS— 
1 Cor 2:1-5; Lk 4:16-30  [H] 12:15 p.m. —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, September 1st  [C]   7:00 a.m. Miccolis Family (L) Tanner Varcoe 
1 Cor 2:10b-16; Lk 4:31-37  [H] 12:15 p.m. Sue Posner (D) Betty Posner 
 
Wednesday, September 2nd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Gavin Ries (L) Ted & Vergie Ries 
1 Cor 3:1-9; Lk 4:38-44  [H] 12:15 p.m. Avelina Quezon (D) Tess & Rick Hoffman 
 
Thursday, September 3rd  [C]    7:00 a.m. Trevor Ries (L) Ted & Vergie Ries 
I Cor 3:18-23; Lk 5:1-11  [H]  12:15 p.m. Casey Ries (L) Ted & Vergie Ries 
 
Friday, September 4th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Lida Giacomini (D) Cynthia Giacomini 
1 Cor 4:1-5; Lk 5:33-39  [H] 12:15 p.m. Urbano Manubay (D) Rick & Tess Hoffman 
 
Saturday, September 5th  [H]  8:00 a.m. Gail Coon (L)  Cynthia Giacomini 
I Cor 4:6b-15; Lk 6:1-5 

[M] = Main Church      [C] = St. Clare Chapel      [H] = Historic Church   (L) = Living      (D) = Deceased 
To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office at (541) 382-3631 by 4 p.m. on Thursday, 9 days prior to the next  publication. 

The Knights’ Corner 
Knights of Columbus Council 1872  

SAVE THE DATE—SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2026  
This is a great family service opportunity! Our Build A Bed project, in partnership with 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, is happening at 10 a.m. in the St. Francis Church 27th Street 
parking lot. Together, we’ll be building beds for children right here in Central Oregon 

who are in need of a safe and comfortable place to sleep. 

We need plenty of helping hands! Whether you’re a Knight, a parishioner, bringing the family, or 
simply someone looking for an opportunity to serve others, we invite you to join us. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Andrew Untermeyer  ♦  Grand Knight 

Scan the QR code 
to register and volunteer 

and become part of the 
 
 

 

difference we are making 
together in our community. 

 

Questions? 
Email the Knights at Council1872@gmail.com. 



Stewardship of Giving 

2026 OFFERTORY 
Y-T-D Budget  vs.  Y-T-D Actual     Variance 

 $948,090    $955,638   $7,548  

Date Weekly Offering Weekly needed Difference YTD Offering 

August 29–30, 2026 $21,101 $27,885 ($  6,784) $955,638 

August 15–16, 2026 $20,981 $27,885 ($  6,904) $934,537 

August 8–9, 2026 $25,802 $27,885 ($  2,083) $913,556 

August 1–2, 2026 $16,585 $27,885 ($11,300) $887,764 
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Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat 
Project Aurora is holding a Rachel’s Vineyard Re-
treat for those whose lives have been hurt by abor-
tion from Tuesday, September 15th, to Thursday,  
September 17th (weekdays) in the Eugene area.  

For more information, please send an email to: 
info@project-aurora.org, call (541) 350-7859, or vis-
it the website at: www.Project-Aurora.org.  

USCCB Regional Workshop 
Join Dominic Lombardi and Dr. Maria Parker of 
the USCCB at Our Lady of Angels Church in Her-
miston, on Saturday, September 19th, for a Bi-
lingual Listen, Teach, Send Regional Workshop.  
The sessions will be in both English and in Spanish. 

Visit the diocese website at: dioceseofbaker.org 
for information, lodging options, and to register. 

(Continued from Page 2) 

If this cooperation is “immediate and direct” 
toward an intrinsically evil act, it is also  
sinful. 

 
Furthermore, there is the sin of omission: If 

someone close to us commits a grave sin, and we,  
out of fear of being disliked or under the guise of a 
false “tolerance,” keep silent from the very beginning 
(thus avoiding Step 1 of private fraternal correction), 
we make ourselves morally responsible for failing  
to try to save our brother’s soul. Remaining silent in  
the face of another’s spiritual ruin is not love; it is 
cowardice. 

To conclude, we can say that separating our-
selves from those who have rejected all corrections 
from the community is not an act of self-righteous, 
pharisaic pride. Rather, it is the final pastoral meas-
ure to save their soul. By temporarily isolating the 
sin, the Church: 

 Protects the weakest from believing that sin 
has no consequences (avoids scandal). 

 Refuses to become an accomplice to evil. 

 Applies a spiritual “shock” to sinners with the 
profound hope that they will come to their 
senses. 

 
In Catholic teaching, the door of mercy is never 

closed. We separate ourselves from complicity with 
their sin, but our hearts—just like the heart of God, 
the Father—and as Christ assures us at the end of this 
passage when He says, “Where two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them,” must remain in deep, intercessory prayer for 
them, eagerly awaiting the moment we can run out to 
embrace them in their conversion. 

  
Blessings, Father Victor 

Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei 
 

We are pleased to announce that Chesterton Academy of Mater Dei, 

our Central Oregon Catholic High School, will be moving to the  

Downtown Bend Rectory next to the Historic Church to begin the  

new school year this fall. 
 If your family would like to be part of this exciting opportunity, 

please begin an application online at chestertonmaterdei.org. 

***URGENT***  
Money counters needed—if interested, please contact JANE RUDE at: finance@stfrancisbend.org. 

mailto:info@project-aurora.org
http://dioceseofboise.org
http://chestertonmaterdei.org
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All-Night Vigil of Adoration 
The 1st Friday of the month is September 4th. The 
Vigil begins at 6 p.m. at the Historic Church and 
concludes on Saturday morning, September 5th, 
with the 8 a.m. Mass. 

Reverse Collection for SVdP 
Support St.Vincent de Paul–Bend by participating in 
our Reverse Collection next weekend, September 
5th/6th. During the Offertory Collection, a second 
basket filled with paper slips will be passed around. 
Take one or two slips, and you will find the names of 
some of our most-needed items for our food pantry. 

We hope you can pick up the items and donate 
them the next time you go to church.  

More and more of our neighbors are turning to us 
for help, and we need your support to keep our shelves 
full and our community fed! Thank you! 

—Kaylee Graham, Executive Director, SVdP 

Parish Office Closure 
The Parish Office will be closed, and there will be no 
daily Masses or Adoration on Labor Day Monday, 
September 7th. 

Free English Classes 
English classes begin on Wednesday, September 9th, 
and will teach the class the vocabulary needed at work 
and how to feel more comfortable with the English 
they already know. For more information, please call  
Maria Thibodeau at: (817) 924-7449. 

Memorial Service and Mass 
On Saturday, September 12th, Pro-life Americans 
will gather at gravesites of aborted babies and other 
memorial sites for the 14th Annual National Day of 
Remembrance for Aborted Children.  

Solemn vigils will be held at these sites to com-
memorate the more than 65 million children who have 
lost their lives to legal abortion since 1973, and to re-
mind our society of the humanity of the unborn child.  

Please join us at the Saturday 8 a.m. Mass at the 
Historic Church. 

For more information, email Paula Tierney at: 
respect.life.sfbend@gmail.com. 

Together let us remember the victims of abortion 
and pray for an end to this injustice in our land. 

Daytime Bible Study 
Starts September 15th and 17th 

Please go to the St. Francis Parish Website at: www. 
stfrancisbend.org to register—and for the workbook 
information and complete details on each Bible Study. 

—Vergie Ries, Bible Study Facilitator 

Faith Formation / Sacrament Prep 
Classes start on Wednesday, September 16th. The 
last day to register is the 13th. Register online at 
www.stfrancisbend.org/faith-formation.html, or on the 
Website “Sacrament” page and follow the link. Or fill 
out a registration form at the Parish Office.  

St. Francis School students preparing for a sacra-
ment, please use the Faith Formation registration on-
line so that we have you on our list. 

Children in 2nd Grade can prepare for 1st Com-
munion if they attended a Catholic school or parish 
religion class last year. Youth can prepare for Confir-
mation as early as 6th Grade if they attended a Catho-
lic school or parish religion class last year. 

Adult Catechists and class helpers are needed: 
Adults, age 21+ on Wednesdays, 4–5:30 p.m., and 
6:30–8 p.m. We need catechists, class helpers, small 
group leaders, hall monitors, and substitute catechists. 

Contact Janet at the Parish Office for information. 

Fundraiser for Our Church 
Come celebrate with us Saturday, September 19th, 
from 12–8 p.m. on the 27th St. Church Grounds as we 
enjoy great food, raffles, games, and fun with friends 
while supporting our church.  

—Organized by the Hispanic Ministry 

Praise and Worship Music Night 
Join us for an evening of contemporary praise and 
worship music on Monday, September 28th, from  
6–7 p.m. in the Community Center. Come lift your 
voice in worship and enjoy a joyful evening of music 
and fellowship. All are invited! 

OCIA 
The Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (OCIA) is 
for adults who are: unbaptized, baptized other Christians, 
or baptized Catholic but haven’t received Communion 
or Confirmation to become full members of the Church.  

We have two options for weekly classes: Wednes-
day or Thursday nights starting in September. You 
don't have to have it all figured out to start. Fill out the 
Inquiry Form at: www.stfrancisbend. org/ocia.html, 
and someone will reach out to you, or contact Janet at 
the Parish Office. 

Cardinal Otunga Adult Foster Home 
We are looking for volunteers to join the Board of Di-
rectors with a wide range of experience—professionals, 
retirees—anyone who feels called to serve. The com-
mitment is light, with Zoom meetings 1–2 hours per 
month and occasional follow-up assistance for projects 
as needed. To learn more about this rewarding oppor-
tunity, please call Ed Cheeney at (541) 350-8503. 

—Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
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St. Clare’s Helpers’ Potluck Lunch at the Cardinal Otunga House 

on Wednesday, August 19th. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Would you like 
to see your 

business logo 
on this page? 

Scan the 
QR code 
below. 

 

 

Job Opening: 

 
Part-Time 
Aftercare 
Teacher 
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The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 

the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 

 

 

 

 

Save the Dates: 
 

September 11th — 90th Celebration Kickoff Concert 
September 21st — Annual Giving Appeal Kickoff at McMenamins Old St. Francis School 
October 7th — Golf Tournament 
 

Why Should You Choose St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 
 
High academic standards, holistic approach to education, character and values education, strong 
sense of community, a safe and disciplined setting, a diverse and inclusive setting, focus on pre-
paring your student for high school, technology incorporated into the classroom, extracurricular 
activities, dedicated and passionate teachers, consistent learning environment, positive school 

culture, parental involvement, lifelong benefits of values-based education, and small class sizes. 



 

 

 


