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Pastor: 

Fr. Víctor Mena  /  fr.victor@stfrancisbend.org 

Stewardship/Liturgy Office: 

Dcn. Phil McCarty  /  liturgy@stfrancisbend.org 

Parish Office Coordinator: 
Teresa Mikkelson  /  officecoordinator@stfrancisbend.org 

School Principal: 
Jeff Lee  /  jlee@saintfrancisschool.net 

Evangelization and Catechesis Director: 

Janet Deppmeier  /  faithformation@stfrancisbend.org 

Finance Director: 
Jane Rude  /  finance@stfrancisbend.org 

Music Director: 
Stephanie Sandine  /  music@stfrancisbend.org 

FOCUS Ministry: 
Jesse Stokes  /  jesse.stokes@focus.org  

SUBMIT ANNOUNCEMENT REQUESTS BY 5 P.M. ON 
FRIDAY—8 DAYS PRIOR TO THE NEXT PUBLICATION TO: 

Tina / bulletin@stfrancisbend.org 

Sunday Masses 
05:00 p.m. (Saturday Vigil)* 
07:30 a.m.* 
10:00 a.m.* 
12:30 p.m. (Spanish)* 
04:30 p.m. (Historic Church) 

*27th St. Church; livestreamed on the Parish Website 

Daily Masses: 
M–F: 7:00 a.m. (in the St. Clare Chapel) 
Adoration follows until noon. 

M–F: 12:15 p.m. (Historic Church) 
Adoration follows until 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. (Historic Church) 

Reconciliation    Confessions: 
Saturday:  27th St. Church 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday: 27th St. Church 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: Historic Church 8:30 to 9:00 a.m. 
Except on Holy Saturday—No Confessions 

Serving Our Parish: 
Salesian Sisters of John Bosco 
Sr. Ngan: ndo@saintfrancisschool.net 
 
Sisters of Mary of Kakamega 
Sr. Anne Kakayi: kakayianne@gmail.com 

Funerals: Alyson Annunziata / (541) 508-9321 

BAPTISMS / MARRIAGE PREP 
WEDDINGS / OCIA  

QUINCEAÑERAS / PRAYER CHAIN: 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE. 

TO RESERVE PARISH FACILITIES, 
CALL THE PARISH OFFICE. 

M–TH: 8:30 A.M.–4:30 P.M. / F: 8:30 A.M.–12 P.M. 

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church aspires to be a vibrant and welcoming community 
of disciples committed to worship, grow, and serve. We invite all to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

accompany them on their journey, and send them forth to be His witnesses. 

 

 
Historic Church 

599 NW Lava Road, 
Bend, OR 97703 
(On the corner of 

Lava and Franklin) 

27th St. Church    St. Clare Chapel    Parish Offices 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-3631 

stfrancisbend.org 

Catholic School 
2450 NE 27th Street, 

Bend, OR 97701 
(541) 382-4701 

saintfrancisschool.net 

August 17, 2025 
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
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R 
egarding the passage from the 
book of Jeremiah 38:4–10, I would 
like to explain a bit about its his-
torical context, and then reflect on 

how, when reading the Old Testament in the 
light of the Gospel, we get a glimpse of how 
God always wanted to free us from sin, but the 
people were unable to hear His voice through 
the prophets. 
 
This text is set around the year 587 B.C., in 
the final days of the kingdom of Judah, just be-
fore the destruction of Jerusalem by the Baby-
lonian Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar II. 
The king on the throne was Zedekiah (597–
587 B.C.), the last king of Judah. 
 
Babylon was still the dominant empire, having 
already subdued Judah years earlier and 
placed Zedekiah as a vassal king. Zedekiah 
rebelled against Babylon, seeking help from 
Egypt, which led Nebuchadnezzar to lay siege 
to Jerusalem. This stage lasted a long time, 
causing food shortages, and with them, a 
weakening of people’s morale. 
 
Jeremiah was a prophet who had been pro-
claiming for decades that Judah would be de-
stroyed because of its unfaithfulness to God, 
and that the only way out was to surrender to 
Babylon. His messages were seen by the mili-
tary leaders as defeatist or even treasonous, 
because they undermined the soldiers’ and the 
people’s will to resist. For this reason, the mil-
itary commanders asked the king to have him 
executed. 
 

Zedekiah, weak in character and pressured by 
his officials, allowed them to throw Jeremiah 
into a muddy cistern. The mud could easily 
immobilize him, and with the famine caused 
by the lack of food, it would have led to cer-
tain death. 
 
Ebed-Melech was an Ethiopian official in the 
royal court, possibly a foreigner who had con-
verted to Judaism. Moved by the injustice, he 
interceded with the king to rescue Jeremiah, 
and with 30 men, he pulled him out of the cis-
tern, thus saving the prophet’s life. 
 
A few months later, in 587 B.C., Jerusalem 
fell to Babylon, resulting in the destruction of 
the Temple. Zedekiah was captured and taken 
to Babylon, while Jeremiah was freed by the 
Babylonians, as they saw him as someone 
who was not opposed to them. 
 
From the account in Jeremiah 39:15–18, we 
know that Ebed-Melech received a promise of 
salvation from God because of his faith and 
courage. 
 
Now let us look at this passage into the light 
of the Gospel: Jeremiah represents the mes-
senger of God who does not remain silent, 
even when his message is unpopular. Although 
his prophecy went against military 
“patriotism,” he spoke what God command-
ed—not what people wanted to hear. From 
this we learn that prophetic truth is not negoti-
ated to please crowds or authorities. 

—Fr. Victor Mena 

Understanding the Old Testament 
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Saturday Vigil Mass, August 16th  [M]   5:00 p.m. Dakota Tubbs (D) The Rosas 
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10; Heb 12:1-4; Lk 12:49-53 
 
Sunday, August 17th  [M]   7:30 a.m. Roger Nichols (D) Ted & Vergie Ries 
Jer 38:4-6, 8-10  [M] 10:00 a.m. St. Francis Parish (L) Fr. Victor Mena 
Heb 12:1-4 (Spanish Mass) [M] 12:30 p.m. Pastor Anaya (D) Anaya / Galvan Family 
Lk 12:49-53  [H]   4:30 p.m.  Aldo Corsini (D) Gina & Craig Minnis 
 
Monday, August 18th    —NO MASS— 
Jgs 2:11-19, Mt 19:16-22    —NO MASS— 
 
Tuesday, August 19th  [C]   7:00 a.m. Fr. Rogatian Urassa (L) Patricia Cappy 
Jgs 6:11-24a; Mt 19:23-30  [H] 12:15 p.m. The Unborn (L)  Robin Smith-Jackson 
 
Wednesday, August 20th  [C]   7:00 a.m. The Unborn (L) Robin Smith-Jackson 
Jgs 9:6-15; Mt 20:1-16  [H] 12:15 p.m. Rosemarie Kavaugh (D) Cynthia Duke 
 
Thursday, August 21st  [C]   7:00 a.m. Rosemarie Davis (D) St. Francis Parish 
Jgs 11:29-39a, Mt 22:1-14  [H] 12:15 p.m. The Unborn (L)  Robin Smith-Jackson 
 
Friday, August 22nd  [C]   7:00 a.m. Leonardo Kirkwood Cappy (L) Patricia M. Cappy 
Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Mt 22:34-40  [H] 12:15 p.m. Eugenio Buscaino (D) Amable O’Neal 

 
Saturday, August 23rd  [H]   8:00 a.m. Sisters of Mary of Kakamega (L)  Pam & Ed Cheney 
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11, 4:13-17; Mt 23:1-12    Cardinal Otunga House (L) 

[M] = Main Church    [C] = St. Clare Chapel    [H] = Historic Church 
(L) = Living    (D) = Deceased 

To Schedule a Mass Intention, Please call the Parish Office—(541) 382-3631—by 5 p.m. on Friday, 

8 days prior to the next Parish Bulletin publication. 

 Knights’ Corner 
What Does It Mean to Be a Knight? 

Over the past few weeks, your Brother Knights have been actively 
living out our mission of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity: 

 We’ve served up our famous KC Burgers and Breakfast Burritos at parish and community 
events—feeding both bodies and spirits. 

 We've bagged thousands of 10-cent returnable cans and bottles through our Cans & Bottles  
Program, which continues to fund many of our ongoing charitable initiatives. 

 Several warm winter coats have already been ordered and will be distributed this fall to children 
and families in need through our Coats for Kids program. 

 Many of our members have participated in Bible studies and prayer groups, strengthening their 
own personal faith, while supporting the spiritual growth of others. 

All told, these actions represent over 150 combined hours of service—a powerful reminder of what it 
truly means to Be a Knight. We don’t just talk about our faith—we put it into action. 

And coming up on September 13th, our Knights’ & Dads’ Poker Night returns! 

This is a great opportunity to welcome school and parish dads to a casual evening of fun and fellowship—
while engaging with active Knights who understand and appreciate the value of membership. 

If you know a Catholic man who’s ready to take the next step in his faith journey, 
invite him to come and see what being a Knight is all about. 

 Andrew Untermeyer ◄►  (541) 480-6114 / https://www.bendknights1872.org 
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Adorers are most needed for these hours:  
Contact Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com / (541) 389-5964 to commit to one of these hours: 

[Holy hours after 7 a.m. Mass are in the St. Clare Chapel. Holy hours after 12:15 p.m. Mass are at the Historic Church.] 

DAY TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME TIME 

Monday   10–11 a.m.     2–3 p.m. 

Tuesday         

Wednesday        4–5 p.m.    2–3 p.m. 

Thursday           5–6 p.m. 2–3 p.m. 

Friday    9–10 a.m.       

Daytime Bible Study Begins 
Tuesday, September 9th: 

“The Prophets” 
Messengers of God’s Mercy 

—Perfect Preparation Going Into Advent — 
 
Why Study the Prophets? Books by the Prophets equal, approximately, the size of the 
entire New Testament! Their message is as important to us today as it was during the 
time of the Old Testament. This study is part of the “Great Adventure Bible Timeline” 
series. 
 Discover who the prophets were, what their message was, and why they are  
important to us now. Discover how “the prophets afflict the comfortable and comfort 
the afflicted,” calling us (and the tribes of Israel in the Old Testament) to return to our 
covenant relationship with God.  
 

Schedule: 10 consecutive Tuesdays, September 9th through November 11th; from 
10 to 11:30 a.m. (in a room across from the St. Clare Chapel at the 27th St. Church.) 
 

Format: View DVD in the 1st half hour. Then one-hour of class discussion based on 
workbook questions. 
 

Registration in Class: Show up with your workbook. 
 

IMPORTANT! To Order Workbook: Phone Ascension Press 1-800-376-0520 or go  
on-line AscensionPress.com. Workbook cost is about $30; video access is now extra. 
For those of you who took this class previously, bring your workbook with you. 
 
UPDATE: If out-of-stock, pay $6.95 to access workbook and videos on-line. 
 

QUESTIONS? Call Vergie Ries (541) 797-6322 or email vergiebend@gmail.com.   

mailto:vergiebend@gmail.com


Summer Adult Choir Continues! 
All tuneful voices are welcome to partici-
pate—whether you’re a long-time parish-
ioner or a first-time visitor. You have 
enjoyed the Adult Choir leading our 10 
a.m. Masses throughout the year. Now it 
is your turn to join in the singing. Simply 

show up at 9 a.m. on Sunday morning, and meet in 
the choir chairs by the organ. You will be given a fold-
er of music, you will rehearse, and then lead and in-
spire others to join in the song at the 10 a.m. Mass. 
Please join us! It’s your turn to “Make a Joyful Noise!” 

For more information, contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Sandine, at: music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Summer Youth Ministry 
The Middle School Youth Ministry and High School 
Youth Ministry are meeting throughout the summer. 
Please contact Janet at the Parish Office or send an  
email to: faithformation@stfrancisbernd.org to get in  
on the communications. 

English Class 
English class (for free) has started again. If you want to 
improve your vocabulary and pronunciation in a fun 
class where students choose what they want to learn, 
come on Wednesdays from 7 to 9 pm. We hope you 
join us in the FD3 room opposite the St. Clare Chapel. 

For more information, call Maria Thibodeau at: 
(817) 924-7449. 

Children’s Choir Registration 
Registration is now open for the “Joyous Voices” 
Children’s Choir! All children in K–5th Grade from 
the parish and school are welcome. Pre-registration is 
required. The cost is $20 per child for either the Fall 
2025 session or the Winter/Spring 2026 session.  

A discounted cost of $35 is available for the full 
choir year, September 2025 to May 2026. New online 
registration is available on the Parish Website (under 
the Ministries tab). 

For more information, contact Music Director, 
Stephanie Sandine, at: music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Faith Formation 
Registration for Faith Formation 
for children and youth is open. 
Online registration is available on 
the Parish Website. Paper copies 
will be available in the Narthex 
and in the Parish Office.  

All children and youth prepar-
ing to receive a Sacrament are  
required to register. This includes St. Francis School 
students. 

Students not attending St. Francis School will  
attend Faith Formation classes on Wednesday after-
noons or evenings.  

For any questions, check out the Sacrament pages 
on the Parish Website or contact Janet or Mirella at 
the Parish Office at: (541) 383-3631.  
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St. Francis Church Custodian 
Position:  Part Time Custodian—18 Hours a Week (6 Hours a Day / 3 Times a Week) 

Position Compensation:  $18 to $20 (Depends on Experience) 

Job Summary:  St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church is seeking a dedicated and dependable individual 
to join our team as a part-time Church Custodian. In this position, the custodian will be responsible for 
the cleanliness of our Historic Church, the 27th Street Church, and both Rectory buildings. 

Qualifications: 

 High school diploma or equivalent preferred. 
 Must have valid Driver’s License and be able to drive. 
 Previous custodial or cleaning experience is a plus. 
 Ability to perform physical tasks including lifting, bending, and standing for long periods. 
 Able to lift 40 lbs. 
 Basic knowledge of cleaning products, equipment, and maintenance procedures. 
 Strong attention to detail and a commitment to maintaining a clean and safe environment. 
 Excellent communication skills and ability to work independently or as part of a team. 
 Ability to manage time effectively and prioritize tasks. 
 Must be English-Speaking or Bilingual. 

 

For the full job description, please check our Website at: stfrancisbend.org 
or apply in person at the Parish Office. 

mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
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Baptism Preparation 
Classes for Parents and Godparents are held once a 
month. Available class dates and registration are online 
at https://www.stfrancisbend.org/baptism.html. 

College-Aged Young Adults . . . 
are encouraged to reach out to Evan: evan.melchior@  
focus.org or Celeste: celeste.limon@focus.org, our 
two campus FOCUS missionaries, to get connected 
with young adult activities.  

There are regular fun activities such as game 
nights, pizza making, hikes, as well as men’s and 
women’s small group bible studies. 

Come and See . . . 
Our Parish Secular Franciscans meet 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month 
from 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parish 
Office.  
   For more information, please call 
Mary McGlone at (253) 232-6789 or 
email: mlhmcglone@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
If you can commit to an hour of Adoration, contact 
Judy Kennedy: judyekennedy@icloud.com or (541) 
389-5964. 

Family Holy Hour 
All families are invited for Adoration on the 1st Fri-
day of the month, from 6–7 p.m., at the Historic 
Church. For more information, please call Natasha at 
(541) 213-8399. 

Fellowship 
Coffee ’n Donuts are offered after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. 
Masses on Sundays. For more information, send an 
email to Vicki at: va@vickiaudette.com. 

Hearts on Fire Prayer Group 
We meet on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in Room FD3 at the 27th Street Church.  

For more information, please call Dcn. Steve at 
(253) 222-0582, or send him an email at: 
stephenmcglone5@gmail.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Every month your “KC chefs” will have something to 
eat that’s hot and delicious straight from the kitchen 
after the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Masses in the Community 
Center or in the front of the church. For more infor-
mation, please send an email to: bendknights1872.org/. 

Marriage Preparation 
If you are engaged or looking to have your marriage 
validated, please do not schedule anything for your 
wedding until you have spoken to one of the parish wed-
ding coordinators and met with a priest. For more in-
formation, contact weddings@stfrancisbend.org. 

Miscarriage Ministry 
This ministry helps support parents who have experi-
enced (or are currently experiencing) a miscarriage. 
You can reach out to either Megan Medley at (818) 
461-2591 or Natasha Rider at (541) 213-8399. 

Music Ministry 
The Adult Choir and Children’s Choir (Grades K–5) 
are open to all, and we welcome new members. For 
more information, please contact Stephanie Sandine, 
at music@stfrancisbend.org. 

Ongoing Bible Study on Zoom 
Gospels and other books are studied weekly, all year-
round via Zoom from 6:30–7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. 
No experience required.  

Contact Carl at: (541) 450 9365 or send an email 
to: Carl.Natalizia@gmail.com. 

Pro-Life Rosary 
The Respect Life Ministry prays the Rosary on the 
1st Sunday of the month at 9:30 a.m. in the St. 
Clare Chapel for our vulnerable brothers and sisters 
in the womb. 

Respect for Life Group 
This Pro-Life group sensitizes 
parishioners about respecting 
life from conception until natu-
ral death. If you would like to be 
more active in our parish to pray 
and act toward ending a culture of violence and death, 
contact Paula Tierney at: pauladuray69@ gmail.com. 

St. Athanasius Group 
All men are invited to a weekly group that meets Tues-
days at 6:30 p.m. The focus is to be the men we’re 
called to be by deepening our spiritual lives and hav-
ing a brotherhood to support us. Email Terry O’Neil: 
menofstathanasius@gmailcom for more information. 

St. Clare’s Helpers 
Ladies! We serve the church and commu-
nity, developing in our spirituality, and so-
cializing with other members. Join us on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month 
in the FD3 Room at 2 p.m. For more in-
formation, please email Sherry Rice at: 
srice@bendbroadband.com. 

 6 ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH MINISTRIES 

mailto:mlhmcglone@gmail.com
mailto:weddings@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:music@stfrancisbend.org
mailto:Carl.Natalizia@gmail.com
mailto:menofstathanasius@gmail.com
mailto:srice@bendbroadband.com


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI SCHOOL 

 

The mission of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School is to educate 
the whole child in a Christ-centered community that values 

service, leadership, and academic excellence. 
 

Our vision is to inspire academic scholars, motivated 
to serve with faith and moral character. 
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2024/2025 

 
Now registering for Summer Camp 2025 at St. Francis School. Reserve your spot today! Email 
us at admin@saintfrancisschool.net. Scan the QR code at left to see the flyers for the Summer 
Camps at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School. 
 
 

We are currently hiring: 

Part-Time Early Childhood Education Teacher. The position is starting at $21.66 per hour.  
Position to start September 3rd. 

Why should you choose 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School? 

High academic standards, holistic  

approach to education, character  

and values education, strong sense  

of community, a safe and disciplined setting, a diverse and inclusive  

setting, focus on preparing your  

student for high school, technology  

incorporated into the classroom,  

extracurricular activities, dedicated  

and passionate teachers, consistent learning environment, positive school culture, parental involvement, 

lifelong benefits of values-based education,  

and small class sizes. 

The Altar Society St. Clare’s Helpers 

Did you know there are 

Two Women’s groups at St. Francis? 

mailto:admin@saintfrancisschool.net



