The Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed
(All Souls)

Lectionary: 668 Commentary

Commentary on the Readings for All Souls' Day (Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed) %

The readings selected for All Souls' Day (Lectionary 668) focus entirely on consolation, the
certainty of eternal life, and the fulfillment of God's promises for those who die in faith.

Reading 1: Wisdom 3:1-9 (The Hope of Immortality)

This passage serves as a powerful theological corrective to the human perception of death.
From a worldly perspective ("in the view of the foolish"), the death of the righteous appears
to be a definitive end—"utter destruction." However, the reading assures us of the true
spiritual reality: the "souls of the just are in the hand of God," and are therefore
immediately in a state of "peace." The suffering experienced in life or at death ("chastised a
little") is not punishment but a purifying trial; God tried them and "found them worthy of
himself." This purification is likened to refining "gold in the furnace." The ultimate
outcome is not merely survival, but glorification. In the time of final visitation, the faithful
"shall shine" and inherit a glorious, eternal destiny: "the Lord shall be their King forever."
This hope is granted to the "faithful [who] shall abide with him in love," secured by God's
grace and mercy.

Reading 2: Romans 5:5-11 (The Certainty of Reconciliation)

Paul explains the guarantee of Christian hope based entirely on God's initiative and love,
not on human merit. This hope "does not disappoint" because itis fueled by the love of
God poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The ultimate proof of this love is that Christ
"died at the appointed time for the ungodly"—not just for the good or the just, but for us
"while we were still sinners." This demonstrates the radical, unearned nature of God's
sacrifice. Paul uses a logical argument: if God reconciled us when we were His enemies
through the death of His Son, "how much more," now that we are justified and reconciled,
will we be saved by Christ's life (His resurrection and intercession). Our present
reconciliation provides absolute certainty of future salvation from God's final judgment
("the wrath").

e (Note: If Romans 6:3-9 is chosen, the focus shifts to the sacramental basis of this
hope: our Baptism unites us to Christ's death and resurrection. Having died with



Him, we shall certainly live with Him, assured that death no longer has power over
those united to the Risen Christ.)

Gospel: John 6:37-40 (The Will of the Father)

Jesus presents the foundation of our eternal life as a matter of divine, unbreakable
commitment and will. He assures the crowds that He accepts everyone the Father sends:
"l will not reject anyone who comes to me." This acceptance is assured because Jesus's
mission is obedience to the Father: "l came down from heaven not to do my own will but
the will of the one who sent me." The Father's will, the source of our eternal security, is
twofold: first, that Jesus "should not lose anything of what he gave me" (an assurance of
preservation), and second, that He "should raise it on the last day." Thus, eternal life is
the Father's expressed purpose, accessed through faith ("everyone who sees the Son and
believes in him may have eternal life"), and secured by Jesus's promise to raise the
faithful from the dead.

Thematic Connection Between the First Reading and the Gospel

The First Reading (Wisdom 3:1-9) and the Gospel (John 6:37-40) share the thematic focus
on God's unbreakable decree to eternally secure and glorify the souls of the just.

1. Divine Preservation: Both readings affirm that the fate of the righteous is a matter
of God's direct, personal action. Wisdom assures the faithful that their "souls... are
in the hand of God" and that "his care is with his elect." The Gospel echoes this
with the promise that the Father's will is that Jesus "should not lose anything" that
was entrusted to Him. The human soulis not lost to chance or chaos but is held
secure by the divine will.

2. The Promise of Exaltation: Wisdom promises a future "visitation" where the souls
"shall shine" and rule, moving beyond mere peace to ultimate glory. The Gospel
identifies the mechanism for this glory: the promise that Jesus "shall raise him on
the last day." The exaltation promised in Wisdom is the Resurrection guaranteed by
Christin John, confirming that eternal life and glorification are not vague hopes, but
the guaranteed fulfillment of the Father's command.

Personal Discussion Questions

Reflection (What are these readings saying to me personally?)



1.

Refining My Furnace: Wisdom speaks of God proving us as "gold in the furnace."
When | encounter difficulty or suffering in my life, do | default to seeingitas a
misfortune, or can | intentionally try to recognize it as a momentary purification
meant to confirm my worthiness before God?

The Certainty of the "How Much More": Paul's confidence is based on the logic: if
Christ died for me when | was an enemy, "how much more" will | be saved now that
I am reconciled? What specific anxiety or fear of failure am | holding onto that
diminishes this sense of certainty? How can | use Paul's "how much more"
argument to reassure myself today?

My Eternal Will: Jesus states His will is perfectly aligned with the Father's will—to
preserve and raise me. If | truly believe that God’s primary, unbreakable will for me is
eternal life, how should that confidence change my approach to temporary losses,
anxieties, or failures here on earth?

Action (How can | put this into action this week?)

1.

2.

3.

Embrace Assurance in Grief: Identify a loved one who has passed away. Relying on
the promise that the souls of the just are "in the hand of God," commit to praying
for that person, using the hope found in these readings to temper any feelings of
despair or "utter destruction" with the certainty of peace and resurrection.

Act of Reconciliation: Paul reminds us we were reconciled to God when we were
His enemies. Commit to taking a step toward reconciliation with one person in my
life whom | currently view as an "enemy" or a source of deep conflict. Let this human
act of reconciliation reflect the unearned, costly love God showed me.

Acknowledge Divine Care: Following the imagery of the Good Shepherd, commit to
a moment of quiet reflection each evening, listing three ways | experienced God's
direct "care" or "goodness and kindness" (Psalm 23) in the small details of my day,
affirming that His presence is with me even in the dark valleys.



