
2nd Sunday of Advent B 
Is 40: 1-5, 9-11 

2 Pt 3:8-14 

Mk 1:1-8 

A preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head for 

a moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why. “Well, Honey,” he began, 

proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages. “I’m asking the Lord to help me 

preach a good sermon.” “How come He doesn’t answer it?” she asked. 

 

The Jews did not recognize John the Baptist as the one who had been prophesied by the 

prophets—the one who would come to prepare the people for the Messiah. He appeared in the 

desert calling people to a baptism of repentance. He was clothed in camel’s hair with a leather 

belt around his waist. A person who had the same attire in the Old Testament was the prophet 

Elijah. John the Baptist was the prophet Elijah who had come to prepare the way for the 

Messiah, fulfilling prophesies of the Old Testament. His task was to point out the Messiah to 

the people. “One mightier than I is coming. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

John’s mission was to point Jesus out to the world. Do our lives point people to Christ? Or do 

they turn them away from Him? Do people who come into contact with us even for a short 

time go away, deepened in their knowledge of love for Christ? Gandhi once said, “I would 

have become a Christian if ever I had met one.” Does this remark discourage us? It should not. 

Rather it should lead us into introspection. The season of Advent offers us an opportunity to do 

that. The Church gives us four weeks to burn off the ugly fat accumulated over the past several 

months that makes the image of Christ in us less visible to others. 

 

In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah says, “Make straight the wasteland. Every valley shall be 

filled in, every mountain and hill shall be made low. The rugged lands shall be made plain.” 

The season of Advent is the time to make straight the crooked paths of human hearts, to fill the 

valley of selfishness with good deeds, to level the mountain of pride, and to make fertile our 

spiritual lives that have grown arid. The words of Isaiah resonate with John’s call to conversion 

and action to prepare for the Messiah. 

 

In India, a book entitled: HOW TO CHANGE YOUR WIFE IN 30 DAYS, sold two million 

copies in one week, before the author discovered that the title had a spelling error! The correct 

title should have been: HOW TO CHANGE YOUR LIFE IN 30 DAYS. After the correction, or 

a whole month, only three copies were sold. 

 

In the second reading of today, St Peter says, “With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 

and a thousand years is like one day.” St. Peter urges us to be patient. Today, when everyone 

looks for immediate satisfaction and instant gratification, patience is scarce. But it is a virtue 

that is basic to all other virtues. The season of Advent is a reminder to return to basics. It 

invites us to look at our priorities in life, to see if God’s image in us is clear to us, to see where 

we stand in relation to God, and to see where we are in our relationship with one another. 

These are the basics of Christian life. Let us pay special attention to these basics this week. 


