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St. Teresa of Kolkata  

St. Teresa of Kolkata, affectionately known as the “saint of the gutter” for her unconditional love for the poor, 

abandoned, and marginalized will be canonized next Sunday, September 4th.  

She was born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu of Albanian parents on August 26, 1910, in Skopje, in what is now 

Macedonia. Her father died in 1919 when she was 8 years old. From her early years, Agnes was fascinated by 

stories of the lives of missionaries. She joined the Loreto order of nuns in 1928. After learning English for a 

year, she left for India to continue her studies. She took her first religious vows as a nun on May 24, 1931. At 

that time she chose to be named after Thérèse de Lisieux, the patron saint of missionaries, but because one nun 

in the convent had already chosen that name, Agnes opted for the Spanish spelling of Teresa. She took her 

solemn vows on May 14, 1937, while serving as a teacher at the Loreto convent school in eastern Calcutta. 

Teresa served there for almost 20 years.  

Although Teresa enjoyed teaching at the school, she was increasingly disturbed by the poverty surrounding her 

in Calcutta. In 1946, while traveling by train from Kolkata to Darjeeling for her annual retreat, Teresa 

experienced what she later described as “the call within the call.” She left her convent and began her missionary 

work with the poor in 1948, replacing her traditional Loreto habit with a simple white cotton sari decorated with 

a blue border. She was inspired to found the Missionaries of Charity order. She died Sept. 5, 1997, in Kolkata, 

formerly Calcutta, at the age of 87.  

Mother Teresa was beatified in 2003 by Pope John Paul II after a first miracle was attributed to her, answering 

an Indian woman’s prayers to cure her brain tumor. Pope Francis officially cleared Mother Teresa for sainthood, 

recognizing her second miracle, a “miraculous healing” of a Brazilian man with multiple brain abscesses. 

Mother Teresa has inspired thousands of followers across the world. Her message is universal—no matter to 

what religion a person belongs. Her message is to reach out in compassion to the poor, the sick, the suffering, 

the abandoned, and the lonely.  

	


