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22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

William Carey was a great missionary in India. He had great linguistic skills and was well known 
in the intellectual circles. But he was a very humble man. He was once invited to a party by the 
President of India. As they were at the dinner table, in order to belittle him, one of the invitees 
sitting at the table asked him if he was not a shoemaker once. William replied, “No Sir. I was 
only a cobbler.”  

The readings of today talk to us of humility—a virtue that is the basis of all other virtues. Jesus 
was invited to a banquet, and he noticed the guests taking up places of honor. That gave Jesus 
an opportunity to teach a lesson in humility. Jesus reminds us that we need to avoid being 
blinded by ambition. Ambition is one of the forms of pride that causes us to be humiliated. 
Ambition is simply a disordered tendency to look for honor, to exercise authority, or to have a 
position that is in some way superior. A humble person does not like showing off. He knows that 
the purpose in life is not to shine and be highly regarded but to carry out a mission for God and 
others. The virtue of humility has nothing to do with being shy, timid, or mediocre. It is to think 
rightly of ourselves. It is to think of ourselves as God thinks of us. It is to acknowledge that our 
talents and virtues come from God, and to use them to make them fruitful and give glory to God.  

How can we become more humble? First, in order to grow in humility, we need to appreciate our 
nothingness on one hand and all the gifts God has given us on the other hand. We must 
acknowledge our nothingness, knowing that we are bearers of divine treasures of inestimable 
value. We are God’s instruments. The Lord will supply everything we lack. 

Second, to be humble we need to accept the humiliating events of our life. We need to regard 
them as heaven-sent opportunities to make reparation, to purify, and to fill ourselves with more 
and more of His love.  

In 1950, the Governor of Massachusetts was running for reelection. Because he was chasing 
votes, he’d had no lunch. But at about 3 p.m., he walked into a Church barbeque, and a woman 
put a piece of chicken on his plate. He asked for one more, but the woman said no. The 
Governor wanted to throw his weight around and so he asked, “Do you know who I am? I am 
the Governor.” “Do you know who I am?” asked the woman. “I am the kitchen lady.”  

Third, to be humble, we need to be totally sincere with ourselves, sincere with God, and sincere 
with the person who has charge of our spiritual welfare. 

Fourth, readiness to change our mind is another sign of humility. It is said, “The stupid are 
obstinate, and the very stupid are very obstinate.” Other people may also be right. They see the 
same question from a different point of view. The proud person is never ready to give way to 
others. He thinks he only matters. In his book, I Paid Hitler, Fritz Thyssen, the German 
industrialist, points out the chief reason for Hitler’s failure to conquer Europe. He says, “Hitler 
had an unprecedented opportunity. But his constant worry has ever been to keep himself in 
power. He believed that he alone was a great man and all others non-entity. He believed only in 
himself. That is pride.  

True humility is full of simplicity. It does not make a show of itself or use many humble words. 
True humility attracts to itself the love of God and the appreciation of men. Let me conclude with 
what we heard in the first reading of today. “My Child, conduct your affairs with humility, and you 
will be loved. Humble yourself more, and you will find favor with God.” 


