
All of us have a role in 

building up God’s kingdom. 

God has called us to build 

His kingdom here on earth. 

He has given us gifts of 

time, talent, and treasure to 

help us in that work. As 

baptized persons, we make up the Church. 

Church is not a building, but it comes from a 

Greek word “Ecclesia” which means “those 

called out” or “people of God.”  

So, if we make up the Church, when we say 

that the Church has the responsibility to spread 

the Gospel, to worship God, to educate chil-

dren, to care for the poor and needy, we are 

saying that we have a responsibility to spread 

the Gospel, to worship God, to educate our 

children, and to care for the poor and needy.  

This is how we build up God’s kingdom.  

Our Catholic ancestors had little, but they were 

happy. Today we have more, but are we happier 

than they were? They gave back generously to 

God. The evidence of their generosity is seen 

all over our country. One hundred and twenty 

years ago, they built that Cathedral Church in 

Baker City and elsewhere in the country. One 

hundred years ago they built the Historic Church 

in Downtown. The Catholic community in 

Bend at that time comprised of just about 30 

families. How many of us think we can build 

churches of these kinds today? Did they have 

more money then? Probably not. Today, we need 

to follow their example of good and generous 

stewardship.  

What are the qualities of a good steward? Good 

stewards are: 
 

 Grateful: They are thankful to God for 

everything. Good stewards know that all 

that they have comes from God.  

 Responsible: Good stewards are respon-

sible. They recognize the gifts they have 

and use them responsibly. 

 Generous: Good stewards are generous. 

They share what they have.  

 Return with increase: Good stewards re-

turn their gifts to God with increase. It is 

our responsibility to show our gratitude to 

God for these gifts by giving back to Him 

the “first fruits.”  
 

We all know the story of Cane and Abel. Cane 

was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd. Cane 

brought to God the fruits of his work—the 

useless remains of his harvest. God rejected it. 

But Abel brought to God the first born of his 

sheep. He killed it and offered the best portion 

as a sacrifice to God. God was pleased with 

that. It is our responsibility to show our grati-

tude to God for all his gifts by giving back to 

Him the “first fruits”—not what is left over at 

the end of the month, or what is left over in 

your wallet when the collection basket comes 

by. It means planning your giving and giv-

ing generously of your time, your talent, 

and your treasure. 
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Part 2: Becoming Intentional Disciples— 
Press on Toward the Goal (Phil 3:14) 


