
O ur schools are communities of faith, where our faith is lived 

and professed and talked about. Just think of how difficult it 

would be to educate and form children if you could make no 

real reference to God or to Jesus who came to save them, loves them, gave his life 

for them, forgives their sins, and redeems them. Just think of how difficult it would be if you 

could not tell children that Jesus walks with them, knows them, loves them, and so much more. 

I have seen children and parents who were not Catholic come to faith just by being in a Catholic 

school. Children are powerful agents who evangelize their families—especially their parents. 

If I’m having a bad day, I can go into the cafeteria at lunch time, and there will always be a few 

children who will come running over to hug me and tell about their puppies, and what they had 

for supper, and what they did the night before. Children renew us and keep us young—and 

hopeful—and happy—and believing in the future. 

Catholic schools build up the life of the parish: with life, energy, and commitment. The parents 

get involved, do things, and often carry the parish forward. They are often the first ones there 

and the last to go. They oversee the Auction, the Carnival, the Family Night, and so much more. 

In Catholic schools, you have the opportunity to impact and form—not just the lives of the 

children—but of the parents and families as well. 

If a school pastor should have a heart attack, no one would be surprised because they all knew 

he worked too hard—and that made him more susceptible to one. But, at least, it was a heart 

attack worth having! A school pastor works in ways that most parishioners have no clue. And a  

high percentage of pastors, principals, and teachers are products of Catholic schools.  

Catholic schools are very important and so essential to the life of the Church—and to the life  

of society. Today, we can hardly imagine the landscape of the United States without Catholic 

schools. 

A Catholic education is an investment in eternity. Your new car will be old in a year, but the 

child you educate in a Catholic school is immortal. That education will never have to be 

replaced—it will last forever! The school that helps you to educate that child is in business with 

God for that child. So, at St. Francis Catholic School, we are in business with God for your 

children. It’s an investment that you will never regret! May God reward your generosity and 

your goodness. 

 —Fr. Jose Thomas Mudakodiyil 
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