
11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ezek 17:22-24
2 Cor 5:6-10

Mk 4:26-34

All great achievements have humble beginnings. In the first reading of today, we hear the word 
of God through the prophet Ezekiel: “I will tear off a tender shoot of the cedar and plant it. It 
shall put forth branches, bear fruits, and become a majestic cedar. Birds of every kind shall dwell 
beneath it.” In the gospel of today, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a grain of mustard 
seed. It is the smallest of seeds but when sown in the ground, it springs up and becomes a large 
shrub, and the birds of the air dwell in its shade. These two readings remind us today that God 
uses what is little and insignificant to work wonders in the world and in our souls.

Christianity has changed the world in a way that no other religion has done in the history of the 
world. But it had a humble beginning. The work was begun by 12 men whom Jesus chose. They 
were mostly fishermen and tax collectors—uneducated, despised by the general public with 
evident defects, and few material resources. He chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong. Looking at things from a human point of view, it is impossible to explain how these men 
spread the teachings of Christ to the whole world in a short time, with so many obstacles and so 
much opposition to overcome. The Apostles and first Christians faced a society where it was 
nearly impossible to have high ideals. We are not very different today. 

Changes have to come from within. This is how Christianity changed the world. It transformed 
minds and hearts. Changes were not imposed upon. The word of God—the gospel—is a small 
seed, but it has the divine power to change the world. The first Christians who came to Rome 
were really no different from ourselves. With God’s help and following His laws, they changed 
civilizations. We, too, can cause that change. Let us begin with ourselves and our families.

We are celebrating Father’s Day today, and fathers have tremendous influence on their families, 
especially in the lives of their children. It is the father’s example that gets to the children. Just as 
Jesus is the head of the Church, Dad is the head of the family—the domestic church. That does 
not mean he should be bossing around his wife and children. He is the spiritual leader of his 
family. He is not the spiritual director, but the spiritual leader who leads his family by prayer and 
faith. He is a man of prayer and faith who leads by example. He lives in the spirit—not in sin. 

St. Therese of Lisieux and St. Teresa of Avila have their own stories about the influence their 
fathers had on their lives as role models. The Little Flower used to ask her first-grade classmates 
an innocent question: “Have you ever seen a saint praying?” She would add: “If you haven’t, 
come to my house in the evening. You will see my dad on his knees in his room with out-
stretched arms, praying for us, his children, every day.” In one of her letters she wrote, “I have 
never seen or heard or experienced anything displeasing to Jesus in my family.” The father of St. 
Teresa of Avila found in his daughter’s room “bad” books and “yellow” magazines which were 
supplied by her spoiled friends and classmates. So much against her will, he admitted her to a 
boarding school run by nuns. St. Teresa later wrote as the Mother Superior: “If it was not for that 



daring and timely action of my Dad, I would have ended up in the streets or in a prison, as a 
notorious woman.” 

No one can replace the father’s role in parenting. Nowadays, parenting is not an easy task. A 
young protestant pastor when he was still single used to preach a sermon titled, “Rules for 
parenting.” After he got married and had children, he changed the title to: “Suggestions for 
patenting.” When his children grew up to be teenagers, guess what he did? He stopped preaching 
on that subject altogether. All the fathers: remember that God has given you a very special role in 
your family. Therefore, make every effort to live up to what God expects of you. Just as the 
bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ, we too are transformed by the 
Word and the Eucharist. Let that transformation begin with each of us and our families.


