
5th Sunday of Easter C

The renowned artist Paul Gustave Dore once lost his passport while traveling in Europe. When he came to a border 
crossing, he explained his predicament to one of the guards. Giving his name to the official, Dore hoped he would 
be recognized and allowed to pass. The guard, however, was not convinced. Dore insisted that he was not a fraud. 
Handing him a pencil and a sheet of paper, the guard told the artist to sketch the people standing nearby to prove 
that he was the man he claimed to be. Dore did it so quickly and skillfully that the guard was convinced. His action 
confirmed his identity. Today’s Gospel invites us to prove our Christian identity by our love. “This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples—if you have love for one another.”

One Sunday, a priest was finishing up a series on marriage and was giving out small wooden crosses to each 
married couple. He said, “Place this cross in the room in which you fight the most. You will be reminded of Jesus’ 
new commandment to love one another, and you won’t argue as much.” One woman came up after the service and 
said, “You’d better give me five.”

As Christians we should have no problem in telling the world who we are. At some periods in history, and still in 
many places in the world, uniforms, badges, pinups, and habits have played a very important role in announcing 
our identity to the world. Those are fine, but they should not be the only things that manifest our Christian identity. 
Our actions should tell the world who we are. It is not the habit that makes a monk. But in our daily life, we use a 
lot of signs and symbols to express ourselves. Those should not be just an outward show but true expressions of 
who we really are and what we believe in. The way we dress for church tells something about our internal 
disposition and attitude toward Divine Liturgy. It shows the dignity and reverence we give to the Liturgy in which 
we come to participate. Sundays should be our focal day. We work up to Sunday, and then we draw our strength 
from Sunday for the whole week. That should be a day of relaxation and not hard work. 

I remember how my parents insisted on wearing their best attire on Sundays. So, that silently communicated to us 
children that Sundays are the most important day of the week, and we longed for Sundays because we got to wear 
our best clothes on that day. It is important that parents communicate that to children from early childhood. You 
don’t have to tell them that Sundays are important because when you insist upon little things like proper dress, 
dipping a finger in the holy water and signing oneself upon entering the church, genuflecting, silence in the church, 
saying the prayers aloud, singing, they learn it on their own. What they learn on their own will stay with them until 
the end of their lives. Another thing I remember that my parents did was that they used to give all of us children 
some money before we went to church so that we could drop it in the collection basket. I remember this so very 
well because, being the last one in the family, I used to get a little more than my brothers and sisters. When I was a 
teenager, my older brothers were already cultivating fields and making money on their own. So they tithed from 
what they earned—my parents did not have to give them money or tell them to tithe. 

We are all creatures of habits, so it is highly important that children are helped to form the right habits from very 
early on in life. It is disgusting to see someone walking into the church as if walking into a store with chewing 
gum in their mouth. Then they do not know what to do with it when it is time for Communion. So they will stick it 
under the pews or drop it on the carpeted floor. Maybe a half dozen times, I have found someone walking up to 
Communion with chewing gum still in their mouth and take it out just before receiving the Eucharist. That is 
awful! It is very important that we learn to take good care of what we have. The reverence and care that we show 
to God’s house reflects our interior disposition and our attitude toward divine things. How do you like seeing face 
tissues stuffed in the book holders, chewing gum on the floor, missiles, and hymnbooks all over the pews when 
you come for Mass? Let us help one another to maintain the dignity that the House of God deserves. When you 
leave the church after Mass, make sure that your pew is left orderly so that those walking in for the next Mass feel 
welcomed. 

Love for God and his house should come first in our lives and then love of our neighbor. By our love for God and 
love for one another, we let everyone know that we are Christians.


