
2nd Sunday of Lent C
In the second book of Kings, we are told of a story of how the Syrian army moved by night and surrounded 

the city in which prophet Elisha was staying. Their purpose was to capture Elisha because he was using his prophetic 
powers to provide intelligence service to the king of Israel. When Elisha’s servant discovered that they were 
surrounded by the enemy forces, he began to panic and doubt Elisha. To convince him and to calm him down, Elisha 
prayed that God may open the eyes of his servant. And God opened his eyes, and he was able to see the chariot of 
fire forming a protective wall around Elisha. That day Elisha had an easy victory over his enemies, and his servant 
was convinced of Elisha’s prophetic mission. 

The Gospel of today comes after Jesus told his disciples of his impending suffering and death. That raised 
many questions in the minds of his disciples. They were expecting Jesus, the Messiah, to defeat the Romans and 
restore the kingdom of Israel. But now after his talk about his suffering and death, they began to have second 
thoughts. Is he really the Messiah? Should we go along with him to Jerusalem for the showdown, or should we back 
off before it is too late?

At this time Jesus felt like Elisha before his servant. So Jesus decided to do pretty much what Elisha did—to 
show his disciples his true and complete nature. He wanted to convince his disciples to believe in him. So he took 
three of his disciples and went up Mount Tabor to pray. There, the eyes of the apostles were opened, and there they 
saw something that their physical eyes never saw—Jesus in his entire divinity. They saw Moses and Elijah speaking 
to him. They heard the heavenly voice saying, “This is my beloved son. Listen to him.” 

A family that always lived in a very rural area in India came to a huge city. There, in a big building they were 
fascinated to see an elevator. They watched the elevator with amazement. They were standing on the ground floor in 
front of the elevator when an old woman got in. The door closed and after a minute, the door opened and a beautiful 
young woman came out. The father of the family was so amazed that he told his son, who was 20 years old, “Son, 
take your Mom in. Wouldn’t you like to have a young and beautiful mother?” 

That was not the kind of transfiguration that Jesus experienced. Today we spend a lot to transform the way 
we look. The cosmetic industry is big. They make money making you feel that you don’t look good enough. They 
sell us those products that can change our appearance or the way we look. It is only skin deep.

In the transfiguration of Jesus, the disciples came to know who Jesus really was. Sometimes we begin to 
doubt our faith in Jesus like the disciples. The feast of transfiguration invites us to a change that is inside out. Let us 
not put up a show, but manifest truly that we believe and live what we profess. 

Mahatma Gandhi wrote, “If all Christians lived the teachings of Jesus, the whole world would be Christian.” 
We have 60 million Catholics in this country. If all of them were to live and vote their faith, we will have a new 
society. The transfiguration gave the disciples a glimpse of the heavenly reality. The transfiguration of Christ keeps 
us focused. We are citizens of heaven. We live in this world only for a short time. We should not be lured away by 
the things of this world. 

After the experience of the transfiguration the disciples wanted to stay on upon the mountain. But Jesus 
brought them to the earthly reality. We have to live our earthly life. It is this that prepares us for the life to come. We 
cannot avoid or run away from it. We have to live it guided by the Gospel. As we are in the season of Lent, we are 
reminded of the heavenly realities toward which we are all traveling. The transfiguration of Jesus challenges us to 
live a good Christian life so that we may one day possess those heavenly realities.


